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NU track season
to open Saturday

Coach predicts
success ahead

By Tony West
Staff Reporter

Nebraska will kick offits track and
ficld scason Saturday with goals set
no lower than usual— Big Eighttitles
and high national finishes.

Coach Gary Pcpin said his men's
and women's indoor tcams, which
will host the Nebraska Open at the
Bob Devaney Sports Center track on
Saturday, were both good cnough 10
caplure confercnee championships.

Last scason, thc Husker tecams
swept the indoor conference ttles,

and the Nebraska women also won the
Big Eight outdoor championship.

Pepin said this year’s ticams should
repeat those performances.

“We will win both conference
mecets (menand women),” Pepin said.
“I want to sec both teams as top 10
finishers in the national indoor meet.”

The Nebraska Open, which will
begin at 11 a.m., will be more for
individuals than teams. Team scoring
will not be kept in the meet, which
will have more than 600 athletes par-
licipating,

Among the icams compeling are
Barton County Community College,

Nebraska Wesleyan, Hastings, Doanc,
Wayne State, Northern fowa and
Wichita State.
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We are not keeping
team totals. But even
if we were, the team

competition isn’t that
good.

—Pepin
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“We are not keeping tcam totals,”
Pepin said. “But even if we were, the
lecam competition isn't that good.

“This mect we will focus on the
individuals,” Pepin said. “There will
be some great athletes competing.”

Pepin said the meet would serve as
atool for him to evaluate the talenton
his tcam, especially the freshman. He
also said the meet mightbe the chance
to sce where Nebraska needed to fill
its holes.

“We have a lot of new people this
scason,” Pepin said. “I feel the men’s
recruiting class was rcal good, while
we didn’( get all we wanted from the
women.”

In addition, Pepin said the low-key
meet would give his younger athleles
achance to get adjusted 1o the college
level.

“This is going Lo be a non-pressure
meet for us,” Pepin said. “This meet
gives us an opportunity to find out
where we arc with people and their
progress according Lo other athletes.”

Husker swim teams ready
totake onlowa, lowa State

From Stalf Reports

Afller the Husker swim tcams’
sweeps over Missouri last Saturday,
both the men and women arc anxious
to lace two compelitive icams in lowa
this weckend.

The men’s team will face lowa in
lowa City at 7 p.m. today, and both
Husker tcams will have a dual with
lowa State in Ames on Saturday.

Nebraska coach Cal Bentz said
lowa, a team which is ranked among
the top 15 in the nation, would present
a challenge 10 his swimmers,

“lowa willalways put your back 1o
the wall and compete real hard,” Bent
said. “It". a good hard rivalry, with
both schools bringing out the best of
cach other.”

Bentz said for Nebraska, he looked
lor strong performances lrom Husker
newcomers Lazclle Markgrall and
Bjorn Moller, who both madc impres-
sive dcbuts last week against Mis-
souri.

“Weexpectio see very good times,”
Bentzsaid. “However, lowa State has
limited space, so we will have to swim
well.”
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“K-State, | just feel, they're really
doing a good job,” he said. “You win
two overlime games — one on the
road, onc at home — it builds their
confidence, and I think that they're
rcally playing with aconfidentlevel.”

Nebraska forward Bruce Chubick,
who led the Huskers in scoring with
15 points on Wednesday, said he was
impressed with the Wildcats® effort
againslt Kansas.

“Against KU, they came out and
just gave 100 percenteffort,” Chubick
said. “I thought lor a half they played
great; in that first halfl they looked
tough — they looked as good as most
of the tcams I've scen.”

Chubick said thatafier Nebraska's
dismal performance against Sacra-
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mento State, the Wildcats would prob-
ably be confident coming into the
Devaney Center.
“Idon’tthink they’ll feel they have
1o do anything special 1o beat us,” he
said. “We haven’t shown anybody
anything yet; and I'm sure they fecl
they have a real good chance of com-
ing in here and beating us — if | was
them, I probably would, 100; hope-
fully we can prove them wrong.”
IfKansas State isto lcave Saturday
witha win, the Wildcats will probably
have 1o do it the way they have been
all season — with balanced scoring.
Five Wildcal players arc averaging
double figures in scoring, led by guard
Askia Jones’ 12.8 points per game.,
Chubick said playing at the
Devancy Center should help combat
Kansas State's numcrous weapons.
“There’s no place like home,” he
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Nebraska freshman Lis Brenden J:uards a defender in a game earlier this year. Brenden

earned her first start last weeken

and will start tonight's game against No. 7 Colorado.

“Little things’ offer big
returns for freshman

By Tony West
Staff Reporter

The Nebraska women's basketball
team just can’t keep its freshmen on
the bench,

Earlier this scason, freshman Kate
Galligan broke into the starting lineup
afteran impressive showing ina game
against Arizona Siale.

Now it's Lis Brenden's turn,

Brenden, a guard, got her first start
of the scason last Sunday when Ne-
braska played al Kansas State. She
responded by scoring 12 points and
helped Iead the Cornhuskers 10 a 74-
57 win,

Tonight, Brenden will see her sec-
ond startof the season when the Husk-
ers play host to No. 7 Colorado in an
8 p.m. game at the Bob Devaney
Sports Center,

Despite shining in her first start,
Brenden isn’t ready 10 proclaim her-
sell as a fixture in the lincup just yet.

“I am not for certain that | am a
permanent starter,” Brenden said.,

Her offensive production has
picked upas the scason has progressed.
Brenden is averaging almost 6 points
and 2 rebounds per game.

But the main reason why Brenden
has secn an cxpanded role for the
Huskers is her scrappy defense. She
said she prides hersell on playing
defensc with all the intensity she can.
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"I justplay defensc hard and bring
defensive intensity,” Brenden said.
“If T knock them down, I'm not going
to help them back up.”

“I'm not a very nice person out
there,” she said. “I bang with the
best."”

Brenden said she tries 1o model her
glay after her role model, Phoenix

un forward Charles Barkley, who is
known for his physical play on the
court.

Brenden said making the transi-
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tion from high school 1o college was
casicer than she expected.

I expected it 1o be more difficult
here,” Brenden said. “In high school
it was a cakewalk and here you have
to actually play the gamc and be more
patient.”

That patience finally paid off with
last weekend s start. But Brenden said
she still realized her role on the team
and that she's still only a freshman,

“I keep my mouth shut,” Brenden
said. “But, I beat them up with the
litle things I do.”

Championship “only goal” Parcells has

BOSTON (AP) - The word “cham-
ionship” Mlowed repeatedly from Bill
Bamclls' lips as he returned 1o coach-
ing Thursday, even if he must rebuild
the New England Patriots.

Parcells, winner of two Super
Bowls in his last five years as head
coach of the New York Giants, lakes
charge of a tcam that tied for the
NFL's worst record and has won just
four playoff games in its 33-year his-
tory.

quslory." he declared, “means
nothing in football.”

Patriots owner Jim Orthwein called
the signing of Parcells “the beginning
of a new and exciting chapter in the

history of the New England Patriots.”

_Alameeting late last week , Parcells
said, Orthwein asked him what it would
lake o make the Patriots compeltitive,

“I'told him I wasn'{ interested ina
competitive team, but rather if he was
interesied in hringmgachampiunship
team to New England, then [ was his
man,” Parcells said at anews confor-
ence. “That’s the only goal a guy like
me rian have,

I emphasize the word cham on-
sh1|? because that's what I'm tryiing o
do,” he added. “When (Orthwein)
said, “That's what I want 1o do, too,’
I got real interested,” '

New England was 2-14 in 1992, its
second season under coach Dick
MacPherson, MacPherson was fired
Jan. 8 and chiefexecutiveofficer Sam
Jankovich resigned the next day.

_ Parcells is the Patriots’ fourth coach
infive years. He resigned as Giants
coach four months afier winning the
1991 Super Bowl and spent the past
Iwo seasons as an NBC football an-
nouncer, He said Thursday he missed
coaching,

“IU's like going to the schoolyard
when you're a kid,” he said. “You
have 10 grow up some time, but fortu-
nately I'haven't had t0,”




