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Election time
makes loose
purse strings,
official says

By Kathryn Borman
Staff Reporter

Presidential election years and the
holiday scason often add up to in-
creased consumer spending, and this
year appears 0 be no exception, 4
UNL official said.

While consumer spending usually
riscs during the holidays, the cco-
nomic rise this year is expected 1o be
greater than in the past three to four
years, said Charles Lamphear, direc-
tor of the Burcau of Business Re-
scarch,
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There’s a general
feeling that people
maybe think thingswill
get better.

Tucker
treasurer of UNL College
Republicans
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“The election is viewed by most as
positive regarding the economy gel-
ting back on track,” Lamphcar said.
“It gives the impression of a [resh
start.

“This happens with any changes in
the guard you get that type of
rcaction,”

But Lamphear predicted that, as in
most holiday scasons, the ecconomy
would turn downward aftcr the shop-
ping surge.

“This is the scasonal rcalily of
retail sales,” he said.

The new presidential administra-
tion is expected to juggle short-term
and long-lerm economic approaches,
lirstio create jobsand getthe cconomy
backon s feet, and later 1o reduce the
deficit, Lamphcar said.

Lamphear predicied consumers
would give the new administration a
chance to improve the cconomy be-
fore they lost confidence and reduced
their spending. If the cconomy does
not pick up in the next few months, he
said, consumers again may Llurn pessi-
mistic,

Nebraska consumers tend 10 be
morc conscrvative than thosc in other
parts of the country, Lamphear said.
Thus, Nebraska might not reflect the
initial economic upturn as strongly as
the rest of the nauon, he said.

For example, Lamphear said, con-
tinued bad weather may cause poor
harvests (or farmers across the state,
resulting in decreased spending,

John Austin, rescarch associate at
the Bureau of Business Research, said
consumer confidence had been de-
creasing this ycar., But experts cx-
pected that it would rebound once the
election was overphe said.

“The reason is not that any one
person was elected; the reason is that
the speculation is over,” he said.

Austin said presidential election
years gencrally were good years cco-
nomically. This ycar’s upturn is re-
flected in improved consumer confi-
dence reports for October, he said.

Lamphear said (R& cconomic up-
swing following theclection might be
caused by other factors as well as the
presidential race. But because con-
sumer confidence is an arl, nol a
science, it is dilficult 1o pinpoint the
reasons for changes, he said.

Suzanne Lipsey, presidentof UNL
Young Democrats, said she saw a lol
of optimism regarding the cconomy
among students she knew, but she
said she thought people still were
cautious.

Shane Tucker, wreasurer of UNL
College Republicans, said he thought
the election had had liule effect on
students’ economic activities.

*Most students are not enough in
tune to the political situation to have
any interest whatsoever,” he said.

Tucker said he thought the eco-
nomic mood of the population as a
whole also was unaffected by the
election.

However, he said, “there’s a gen-
eral fecling that people maybe think
thirfgs will get beuer.”
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AVERY SPECIAL CHRISTMAS 2

LUTHER VANDROSS * FRANK SINATRA /CYNDI LAUPER
BOYZ Il MEN - JON BON JOYI - PAUL YOUNG *
ARETHA FRANKLIN - RONNIE SPECTOR /DARLENE LOVE *
MICHAEL BOLTON * RUN D.M.C - EXTREME

DEBBIE GIBSON - VANESSA WILLIAMS - ANN & NANCY
WILSON - WILSON PHILLIPS - SINEAD O'CONNER

TOM PETTY AND THE HEARTBREAKERS - RANDY TRAVIS * HOME FOR. CHHISTM AS

BONNIE RAITT and CHARLES BROWN - TEVIN CAMPBELL

FOR THE
SPCIAL
OLYMPICS

Includes: GROWN-UP CHRISTMAS LIST,
ROCKIN' AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE, and
% HAVE YOURSELF A MERRY LITTLE CHRISTMAS

LAt
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TOAD

; THE WET
* SPROCKET

¢ fear

including
IS IT FOR ME including
WALK ON THE ALIVE
OCEAN
BUTTERFLYS = ONCE
BEFORE YOU WHY GO
WERE BORN
STORIES | TELL BLACK

(ECTRUITEY

Fea.'ures 360 [What Goes Around)
Check It Out (with Mary J. Blige)

PEARL
JAM

TEN

CHANTE MOORE
PRECIOUS

Featuring

LOVE'S TAKEN OVER
PRECIOUS
CANDLELIGHT
& YOU

AS IF WE
NEVER MET

WHO DO |
TURN TO

BUY IT &
YOU GET PICKLES

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEE!

COMPACT DISC

Nasty Niggas
BANNED FROM
THE PLANET

B

@ FEATURING: 7 » SEXY M.F. »

MY NAME IS PRINCE

hink

JIM SALESTROM

of Timberline

"Happy Holidays'
Cassette

"Grateful”
Cassette or CD

Featuring: lce-T, lce Cube, Public Enemy, Sir Mix-A-Lot

NORTHERN EXPOSURE

Includes The Theme of The Emmy

Award-Winning TVShow Plus Music By
NAT KING COLE * LYNYRD SKYNYRD

MIRIAM MAKEBA =« ETTA JAMES
And More

INCLUDES: WHO WILL STOP THE RAIN?
LAY DOWN YOUR ARMS
CRIME OF THE HEART « A FAR CRY

THE IMPRESSIONISTS
A Windham Hill Sampler

DIVA

LITTLE BIRD

WALKING ON
BROKEN GLASS

Plus 1000's
Of Titles Only

12,97

CD Heaven
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CD’S & TAPES

These Releases
Sale Priced

10,97

(D

0,97

Cassette

WE ARE A

TICKET CENTER



