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University officials abuse Apollo capsule

I

t was bad that the University of Nebraska-Lincoln allowed
the Apollo 009 capsule to rot in the elements for 20 years.

It is criminal that the capsule has been abandoned in a

storage shed on East Campus for 11 months.

The lack of carc for the capsule is nothing new. For 20 years il
sat in front of Morrill Hall on display disintcgrating in the hot

summers and the [reczing winters.
Al some point, the bum marks -

restore and properly display it.

from the capsule’s re-entry
into the carth’s atmosphere — were painted over.
Two ycars ago, Hugh Genoways, director ol the Nebraska State
Muscum, said that “from thec muscum'’s point of view, the (resto-
ration ol the) craft is a long ways down our priority list.
“It would not be the first thing I'd put my money intd.”
The mistakes began when the university neglected the capsule.
The mistakes continue because universily officials are too blind 10
rcalize they can’t take proper care of it.
In January, the regents decided against trading the artifact to
the Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Center in Hutchinson, Kan.
Apparently, it will remain in storage until UNL can alford 1o

“We are doing the socially responsible thing in accordance
with what we can [iscally handle right now,” said Regent Rose-

mary Skrupa of Omaha.

Responsible would be realizing what the university can handle
rcalistically with tight budgets. Responsible would have been
exchanging it for equally valuable space artifacts and giving the
capsule to a group that has the capabilities to take care of the

national treasure.

Wise choice

Regents must approve family leave policy

he University of Nebraska-Lincoln Board of Regents has
a chance (o do the right thing at its monthly mecting

Saturday.

Board members will be asked to approve a universitywide
family lcave policy for faculty and stalf.

The policy would provide employees with up 10 12 weeks of
unpaid Icave 10 deal with the birth or adoption of a child, a
death in the immediatc family or the injury or serious illness of

a parent, child or spousc.

During a lcave, an employee would continuc Lo receive
university benefits but would draw no salary. The family leave
could be taken in conjunction with alrcady-accrued sick leave,
vacation Icave or funcral lcave, which would not be affected by

the new policy.

UNL has absolutely nothing to lose by installing this policy.
Employces who take advantage of the policy could not be
accused of slacking ol at the universily's expense because they
won’t be gelting a paycheck during the leave. The policy would

cost the university nothing.

And the benefits would be worth millions.
The policy encourages women 1o have carcers. That aspect is
especially important 1o a campus that's dominated by men.
Nearly every other industrial country in the world has a
family lecave policy. It's about time the university caught up.
The regents must approve the family leave policy. It just

makes sense.
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Feminism

I am taking precious time out of
my obsessive-compulsive
overachicving scarch for the laws of
property torcspond to Sam Kepfield's
nsightiul column (“Liberals infiltrate
bar association,” DN, Nov. 2).

Yes, I believe [ gained insight into
many facets of Kepficld's mind. Is it
all women that you arc opposed to or
Just women lawyers? Maybe it's just
feminist lawyers? Possibly it's femi-
nistsinparticular who have left youso
bitter.

I think the phrase “an orgy of stan-
dard liberal feminist cliches™ pretty
much sums up the height of idiocy
displayed in your column. Your al-
tacks on lawyers and the legal profes-
sion may be well-grounded. 1'm
mercly a [lirst-year law student and
certainly not cquipped to take on a
scasoncd lawyer — with a good live,
six years ol experience — like your-
self. T have, however, been a woman
for 23 years, and | can spot an attack
on my gender a mile away.

Firstolall, there is no such thing as
a standard feminist. Unlike many of
our conservative counterpart groups,
feminism is all-inclusive and wel-
comes anyone concerned with the
advancementol the female gender —
not all at the expense of the male
gender, 1 might add — and can en-
COmPpAass many vicwpoints,

I'm sure thal you've never been
involved in such a strange, tolerant
phenomenon, Kepficld, so be patient
with me. This is my definition of
feminism. Maybe Beuty Friedan fecls
differently. One thing I'm sure we
would agree on though, is that your
belittlement of Anita Hill and the
issuc of sexual harassment is one of-
the reasons we have kept the word
“feminist” alive. I'm surc the legisla-
tors in the late 1800s thought those
annoying suffragetics were also spout-
ing liberal clichés aboul wanting 10
vole. The nerve of thosc women!

Sccondly, I hardly think Anita Hill,
a Yale-cducated professor of contract
law at the University of Oklahoma, is
a likely target of your scomn. The
recent clection returns don't support
your conclusion of “her perjured tes-
timony” either. Arlin Spector, a rank-
ing Republican senator who led the
assault against Hill during the hear-
ings, won his race by the skin of his
teeth. He was aptly challenged by
Lynn Yeakel, basically a onc-issuc
candidate, that being Lo oust Spector
for his conduct during the hearings,

Finally, referring 1o Hillary Clinton
as “the wife of a Democratic nomi-
nee” makes no sense cither, Clinton is
alsoa Yale-educated lawyer who hap-
pens 1o be rated one ol the nation’s
100 most influential lawyers by the
National Law Journal. Aro you sug-
gesting that this fact does not qualify
her 1o make a keynote address of the
American Bar Association? | can sce

WHEN RELL PREEZES .

why you arc so disgusted with the
backshding organization. How: darc
they host a luncheon by the Commit-
tec on Women in the Prolession!

I you truly wanted 1o make your
own little corner of the world a betier
place, Keplield, you would still be
doing it rather than writing scathing,
olfensive columns in the Daily Ne-
braskan. By the way, did your little
corner accommodaic anyonc with
views differing from yourown? Did it
include standard liberal feminists?

I oo would like to help or make
better my litle comer ol the world
someday. That is why your column
disturbed me so gready. Yourhurried
abandonment of idealism is certainly
nol encouraging o the few of us who
arcn’t yet consumed with cynicism. |
certainly hope I last longer than six
years in working 1o keep “Oppressed
Womanhood" out of oppression.

Kris Brenncis
[irst-ycar law student

Brian Shellitc/DN
Change

The American people have spoken
up for change. Responsibility of our
national government is now firmly
upon Democratic shoulders for the
power that they will soon wield.,

[ hope the Clinton administration
and the Democratic Congress — who
we, the people, must now rely on for
the security of our luture — will do
the country well,

But my convictions are that they
will not. I am not a forwneteller. 1
cannot foresce the future, but I do sce
the present, and I think Bill Clinton is
a mistake,

I wantmy scotchstraightup. .. and
keep ‘em coming.

Jack Kemp in "96,

Michael Johnson
freshman
history

Racial issues

Often I think 1 should writca letter
inresponse o some issuc, but who has
the time. After reading Kirby Moss's
column, [ Tind I must take the time,
Thank you Moss and Kimberly

Spurlock for“spinningeverything into
a racial issuc.” When a person is
black, cverything is. It's about time
the rest of Nebraska hears it

Denial is a part of change, but we
need 1o gel past denial and on 1o
acceplance — aceeptance ol our dil-
ferences. Acceplance that becausc ol
the perceived importance of that dif-
ference, we are treated unequally cv-
cry day of our lives. And thatis wrong.
It's hurting all of us, literally killing
us, both black and whiic.

Regarding Scn, Emic Chambers:
Give them hell, Ernic! But please
don’t let the Daily Nebraskan or any-
one clse speak [or you. So often these
issucs don't include all the nceded
information 1o make an informed de-
cision on the public’s pan. I, for one,
would appreciale your perspective
morc [ully.

J L Meaicr
SCTor
Teachers College

Choice

Thank you Jennifer Ernisse. Your
column (“Choice key 1o sustaining
rights,” DN, Nov. 4) was onc of the
most thoughtlul, accurate and clo
quently stated articlesabout the abor
tion debate.

In your column, you very astulely
point out that the real issuc is not
abortion; rather it is the issuc of per
sonal freedom and the Constitution ol
the United States. Under the Constitu-
tion, it says you cannot control my
thoughts, my opinions, my property.
And yes, our bodies arc our propertics
and our business. Just as you stated, 1l
we choose to cata Big Mac, runamile
or nol reproduce, it is the individual 's
business and no one ¢lse's.

This is not a pro-abortion stalc-
ment. In fact, as your column points
out, cducation is the key in order 10
circumvent unwanlted pregnancy, be
it through abstinence or contracep-
tives, Butsomehow some members ol
our socicty ignorantly belicve thal
talking about scx promotes having
sex, Oh yes, the lecture Thad last week
about possible outcomes of drinking
and driving caused me to run right out
and cruise down O Street alter slam-
ming five shots, just to sce il what |
lcarned was really true.

Clearly kecping our socicty igno
rant because we are scared what they
might do is not only counterproduc-
Live, but also destructive. It 1s aboul
time we look atthe real issue. And that
1ssucis choice, Noone is for abortion.
We all should be vigilant in embrac-
ing and protecting our constitutional
rights. If we lose those, what clse do
we really have?

Wendy Gordy

semor

special education




