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Sales dwindle for student football tickets
Student football ticket sales

Demanddeclines
over pastdecade

By Nick Hytrek
Senior Reporter

Fewer students will be yelling “Go
Big Red” in the Memorial Stadium
stands this season.

The Nebraska ticketoffice reported
carlier this week that 7,500 student
football tickets have been sold this
year, down from 8,000 sold last year.

This year's decline conlinues the
trend ol dwindling student icket sales
at Nebraska, but-Joe Selig, Nebraska
athletic uckel manager, said declin-
ing sales were not just_hitting the
Nebraska athletic department.

“There's been a constamt decline
(in sales) over the past 10 years,”
Sclig said. “But I think it's something
other schools are experiencing.”

In 1983, 15,400 Ncbraska students
purchascd football tickets: Since 1988,
student ticket sales at Ncbraska have

dropped from 10,700 o the present
figure of 7,500, The trend was similar
atOklahoma, where in the same five-
yearperiod sales dropped from 8,739
o 6,000.

However, student ticket sales at
Colorado have nearly doubled. Ticket
sales numbered 8,700 in 1988 and
have increased to 14,000 for the last
three ycars.

Selig said it was hard to give any
specific redsons why student ticket
sales have dropped, but he offered
some speculations,

“Nowadays, I think you have more
students working their way through
school, and Saturday is a prime day
for employment,” he said. “I think
that’s had an effect, ;

“I'also think there’s more compe-

ution for the entertainment dollar than ~

there was a lew years ago.”

This year, student ticket prices were
raised Lo S8 apiece for six home dates
fora totad of $48. Last season, tickets
cost $7 for seven home games, a total
of $49. The last price increase oc-

and Okdahoma:

curred in 1984 when ticketl prices
increased to S7 from S6.

Selig said he thought ticket prices
weren'( & faclor in sales because the
price had been constant throughout
the decline.

Student tickets left unsold will be

Nebraska's season ticket sales to students have dropped from 15,400 tickets sold in 1983 to 7,500 this
year. A five-year look at student ticket sales at Nebraska and two comparable Big Eight schools, Colorado

made available tothe general public,
Selig said.

About 1,500 tickets were left for
the Comnhuskers' first two gamcs
against Utah Scpt. 5 and Middle Ten-

nessce State Sept. 12. Sclig said
cnough single-game ucket requests

By Jeff Singer
Senior Reporter
Three years ago, Nebraska vol-
leyball coach Terry Pettit found a
special brand of player when he
looked outside his usual Midwest-
€rn recruiling area.

What he ended up with was
Australianative Debbie Brand, who

became the Cornhuskers’ first-ever
forcign player whenshe signed with
Nebraska in 1989,

Brand, with Sicphanic Thater
and Eileen Shannon, isonc of three
seniors on the Nebraska roster this
scason.

She said she was prepared 1o be
a major contributor on a tcam that

Nebraska outside hitter Debbie Brand practices in the NU Coliseum Thursday afternoon. Brand, a native of Adelaide,
Australia, is one of three seniors on the Cornhuskers’ roster.

Volleyball senior set to expand role

has won 16 consecutive Big Eight
Conlerence titles and is a national
championship coniender this sea-
son.

Brand's role for the Huskers in
the past three years has been com-
ing off the bench in critical silua-
tions “to try o get the team going
and come in if somebody's not

Erik Unger/DN

hitting well,” she said.

Pettit said Brand was rcady 1o
expand that role this season.

“The difference between this
year and other years is she wants (o
be on the court and is more men-
tally prepared,” Pettit said. “She’s

~ See BRAND on 8

Track teams to make another run

TRACK &
FIELD

By Tim Pearson
Staff Reporter

After being ranked among the
nation’s best last year, the Nebraska
men's and women’s track and feld
lcams are pointing toward the same
kind of success this scason.

The women's team again brought
home the Big Eight championships in
both the indoor and outdoor competi-
tions for the 13th straight year. They
also finished third outdoors at the

NCAA Championships at Austin,
Texas, in June,

The Comhuskers were also named
dual meet champions for the second
straight year by Track and Ficld News.

Coach Gary Pepin wasencouraged
by the women's performance, and he
said he was looking for continued
success this year.

“"Our women had a wemendous
ycar lastyear,” he said, “We will have
a good team, but it will be difficult o
beat last year's performance.”

Pepinisalso looking for one or two
more recruits for the women's team,

“We had a good recruiting year,
but not very many in lerms of num-
ber,” he said.

The men's team, which flinished
sccond outdoors—at-the-Big Eight
Championships lastyear, were led by

NCAA indoor champion Kevin
Coleman in the shot put.

The men finished sixth in the Trick
and Ficld News dual meet rankings.

This year’'smen's lcam, Pepin said,
is young. He said he expected
standouts to include Coleman in the
shotputand Travis Grant in the sprints,

“We had a good recruiting year,”
Pepin said. “We've got quality and
depth.”

Pepin said he belicved Coleman
could win another national champi-
onship.

“Performanec-wisc, Kevin will do
better, but you can't tell how the
competition will do,” Pepin said. “He
could do just as good as last ycar or
better, but he s;gmighl getsosond.”

Nebraska wa® represented at the
Olympicsin Bdrcelona, Spain, by two

at success

former Huskers, Ximena Restrepoand
Merlene Ottey. Restrepo, represent-
ing Colombia, ook the bronze medal
in the 400-meter dash, and Ottey,
representing Jamaica, did the same in
the 200-meter dash.

Two members of the current team
won at the U.S. Junior Meet: sopho-
more Robert Thomas in the long jump
and sprinter Kathy Travis in the 100-
meler dash, Both will compete at the
World Junior Meet in Scoul, South
Korea, in September.

Pepin, entering his 13th season at
Nebraska, said the Huskers needed 1o
keep recruiting athletes in all events
10 continug their success.

“The keys 1o our success are good
athletes and balance,” he said. “All
events are important Lo us, not just
one.”

had been received o sell out the rest
ol the home games.
Sclig said 1t was hard 10 tell il the
trend had stowed in recent years
“We'd certainly hope so,” he said
“The drop the last two years has been
less, so we he pe it’s slowing down -
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By Tony West

Stalf Reporter

More and more, the Nebraska foot-
ball team is looking like a list of walk-
ing wounded.
~ The Huskers, who practiced for
two hours on the grass Thursday, were
plagued by minor injuries to key play-
€IS,

Second-string freshman quarter-
back Tommy Frazier practiced with a
twisted ankle. Quarterbacks Brook
Berringer and Joel Cornwell, who are
tied with Frazier on the depth chart,
also practiced with sore arms.

Coach Tom Osborne said he was
concemed that he may go into the
secason with only onc experienced
quarterback, senior Mike Grant.

“Last year our top three guarter-
backs graduated,” he said. “That’s a
lot of knowledge that just goes out the
window. We're just starting over and
you can’t give them the experience on
the blackboard.”

A toe injury forced sophomore I-
back Calvin Jones to miss the scrim-
mage, as well as senior splitend Tyrone
Hughes, who was out with an ankle
injury.

Junior Ernie Beler also missed the
scrimmage with a twisted ankle, and
offensive tackle Zach Wiegert was
forced to miss with a pulled ham-
string,

Osborne said the injuries could
deplete the Huskers for their last scrim-
mage of the year, which will be Satur-
day afternoon at Memorial Stadium.

“All we can do now is wait and sce
how players come out of these inju-
ries,” Osborne said.

Do you think Mike Grant
should be Nebraska's starting
quarterback? Does the Nebraska |
volleyball team have a chance at
the national title this season? Will
the Cornhusker mens’ basket-
ball team make it to a third |
straight NCAA Tournament?

rite to the Daily Nebraskan |
sports section to-air your views.
Just write to:
Sports Editor, Daily Nebraskan |
34 Nebraska Union
1400 R St.
Lincoln, NE 68588

All letters must be signed.
‘ Please include your year inschool
| and social security number,
| - We look forward to hearing
| from you.




