Monday, August 24, 1992

Juicy dreams, gokes win elections

ow that both the Republican
and Democratic national con-

ventions have come and gone,
the hyperbole and hysteria of Cam-
paign "92 has really started to get of
the ground,

Ridiculous accusa-
tions and word
twistings have always
been a part of Ameri-
can politics, probably
because so many poli-
ticians are involved.
But this year, it’s all
100 much for me to
take.

Al least we had some kind of de-
bate on national direction when No-
H. Ross Perot was still in the thick of
things. But he’s gone, for whalever
reasons.

Undoubtedly, among the factors
No-H. weighed was a desire not 1o be
the bad news candidate. The country
has to face some tough choices to pay
for the national debt joy ride, but
volers would rather contemplate more
Democratic spending or lower Re-
publican taxcs,

Nothing is lcft to us now but silly
soundbites of Bush calling the Demo-
crats godless or Clinton cloguently
describing a Bush idca as “lotally
bogus.” The public and the media
complain regularly about the vast
vacuum upon which volters are forced
1o make their decisions, but little
changes because that same public
doesn’t want it to,

My own political carcer offers a
few theoricsas 1o why America works
in this mysierious way, Although I'm
no Washington insidcr by any stretch
of the imagination, I've still Icarned a
trick or two,

I can vagucly remember running
for class president in junior high school.
The climax of the campaign was the
assembly where the other candidate
and [ presented short speeches to the
volers about What We Would Do.

My opponent promiscd the masses
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some such thing. Of course, junior
high class presidents have no power
whatsoever, much like their counter-
parisat the high school and university
levels. Any vows the opposition might
make were as worthless as a junior
high bean burrito. I scoffed at my
encmy.

I was determined not Lo fall into
the same trap. The juice machine
issue secemed Lo go over well with the
crowd, but decp down inside I knew
that my would-be constituents could
sec through the farce my opponent
was skillfully weaving like somekind
of sick tapestry.

Resting my hands on the podium,
I could feel the power of office rush
through me. This is what it is like, I
thought. This is the sensation that
drove people such as Cacsar, Napo-
lcon and Tipper Gore. And that power
fit my junior high fist like a glove.

Alter a few opening remarks 1o
warm up the auditorium, [ approached
thecrux of my speech, And in my best
Nixon imitation, | assurcd everyone |
was “nol a crook.”

Of course, cven if I was a crook, it
really wouldn’t matier, If clected, |
wouldn’t be handling the school board
treasury or cven the Sower book sec-
tion of the library. But the pure noth-
ingness of my statement, the fluff |
spunlikcan intoxicating couoncandy
throughout my briel specch, was bound
Lo play those kids like a piano.

It had occurred to my junior-high
mind that what the people wanted
was not some dry debate about issues,
but entertainment.

Just read any of the latest newspa-
per accounts of how the presidential
campaign is going. Clinton called Bush
a “greal fcarmonger,” whaltever that
means. He said the president prac-
tices “Elviseconomics” that will send
Amcricans to “Hcartbreak Hotel.”
Bush’s aides rcgularly make some
off-the-wall comment about Clinton’s
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fidelity or compare Hillary Clinton to
awicked witch, Of course, such aides
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The politicians of America caught
on carly to what I realized onc day in
a junior high school auditorium: What
you say doesn’t have to mecan any-
thing, as long as you look like some
kind of clown. In this country, volers
go for the bigger idiot.

And while Clinton’s gooly act is
ahead in the polls, I'm sure the Re-
publicans will calch up by November
— just look at the popularity jump
Bush bounced on out of the Astro-
dome. The Republicans play the
meaningless game well. After all,
they've been polishing the idiocy
trophy for three terms now.

I walked off the junior high stage
conlident ol avictory. I had promiscd
nothing. My speech was (ull of air, |
had outlined no goals and [ presented

C(mt:surul l"(‘ll]ll\‘-.l supports illlrl

cradles yvour leet.

Birkenstock®

The shape

of comlort.

Footloose & Fancy
1219 "P" Street
476-6119
Birkenstock Headquarters
Serving The Midwest for 17 Years

only a vague vision for the [uture.

But when I stepped away from the
auditorium spotlight, the voters went
ahcad and picked juice machine man,

Junior high school students, rather
than following the Icad long cstab-
lished by the nation’s cleclorate, voted
in someone who stood for something
— someonc who was dedicated Lo the
proposition that we needed juice.

Sure, maybe juice was oul ol our
reach. Maybe a little O.J. at lunch was
something we could only drcam aboul.
But at least we had a drecam. Naysay-
ers and skeptics spouted ofT about the
frivolity of the juice notion, but the
volersdidn’tcare. Juice machine man
had the mark of a truc lcader.

Alter that, I retired from politics.
Junior high kids didn’t know how 10
vole right. Luckily for Bill and George,
Junior high kids don’t choose the
president.
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University Health Center and GM Underwriters are working together to offer a medi-

graduate. Our goal is to provide the best medical care available as economically as
possible. We have tried to keep the premiums affordable, and when used in conjunction
with the Health Center fees, there are many services provided to students at no charge.
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To effectively utilize this policy, the Health Center fee of $75.57 per semester must be
paid. This can be done automatically with tuition, or separately at the Health Center,
depending on number of credit hours you are taking.

most charges are paid at 80% of usual and customary rates, and there is a deductible of
$150.00 (which is paid by you).

We are offering this year a Preferred Provider Discount which can eliminate the pay-
ment of deductibfe, and increase the insurance co-payment to 85% of usual and customary
rates. The Preferred Provider Discount only applies to the student.

Dependent coverage is available, however your dependents may not be seen 21 Univer-
sity Health Center. This policy is designed to help off-set the cost of major medical care
and hospitalizations. It does ot cover routine physicals, dental care or prescriptions.
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