
Lesbians find tradition and community in monthly potluck 
By Stacey McKenzie 
Senior Editor * 
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Smorgasbord 
and soiree, cas- 

serole and company or pot- 
pourri and party. 

No matter what the combina- 
tion, take an assortment of foods 
and an assortment of lesbians and 
you’ve got a lesbian potluck. 

Wally Martin, owner of Arbor 
Moon Alternative Bookstore, said 
the potlucks took place every third 
Sunday of the month. 

These potlucks are a strong tra- 

dition in the Lincoln lesbian com- 

munity, she said, and estimated 
that the monthly gatherings have 
been going on for five to 10 years. 

Word of the potluck is spread 
through the Women’s Journal 
Advocate and by word-of-mouth, 
Martin said. 

The most important part of the 
potluck, of course, involves the 
indulgence of food, she said. 

"Like all potlucks, we don’t try 
to plan it,” Martin said. 

Often there is a nice balance of 
food, Martin said, but sometimes 

the selection can be dessert-heavy 
or appetizer-heavy. 

But nobody worries about serv- 

ing a well-balanced meal, she said, 
they just come to share company. 

Sometimes, Martin said, the food 
is accentuated with readings, vid- 
eos or music. 

And some potlucks have themes. 

The last potluck featured Easter- 

egg dying, Marlin said. Next time, 
she said, the potluck goers will 
have a garden party, complete with 
a feminine dress code. 

The garden party will create an 

opportunity for lesbians to show 
their feminine sides, Martin said, 
which is important. 

It can be fun to test out the 
different social fronts that society 
creates for women, Marlin said. 

For lesbians, being called "butch” 
can be negative because one can 

still be a lesbian without having 
“butch” characteristics. 

“There is so much feeling that 
lesbians are butch,” she said. “The 
garden parly will let people have 
their feminine side indulged. 

Lesbians are trying to break down 

social fronts that are oppressive, 
Martin said. They are “trying to get 
away from the butch/fem thing.” 

Potluck turnouts vary depend- 
ing on the size of the hostess’s 
home. Sometimes eight people will 
show up, and other times 40 to 50 
people will show up. 

There have been several occa- 

sions when a man has shown up at 

the potluck, Martin said, but, for 
the most part, the event was cre- 

ated to give women, more specifi- 
cally, lesbians, "a space of their 
own where they can feel safe.” 

Cassettes ■ \ 

Otis Rush 
"Lost in the Blues" 

CS- $6.77, CD-$10.77 

James Cotton, Junior Wells, 
Carey Bell & Billy Branch 

"Harp Attack" 

CS- $6.77, CD-$10.77 

( Twisters' Storewide 
^ 

Wed., April 22nd through 
^ Sun., April 26th j 
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The Alligator Records 

20th Anniversary Collection 

Alligator, the nation's premier blues and 
roots-rock label, presents 35 shades of blue 

on 2 CDs or 2 cassettes at a two-for-one 

budget price! 
CS $6.77 CD-$10.77 

Sonny Boy Williamson 

"Keep it to Ourselves" 
CS- $6.77, CD-$10.77 

CD’s 

$10.77 

Buddy Guy & Junior Wells 

"Alone & Acoustic" 
CS- $6.77, CD-$10.77 

I 

Katie Webster 
"No Foolin!" 

CS- $6.77, CD-$10.77 
pr g? 

434 2300 6105-0-Si 414-2310 
454 2520 

A 

Prices effective through 5-7-92 

Staying in also 

part of night life 
By Dionne Searcey 
Senior Editor 

While many homosexuals are 

partying at the gay bars, there’s a 

crowd of them who are having just 
as much fun staying home, the co- 

chairman of the Gay/Lcsbian/Bi- 
sexual Student Association said. 

Paul Moore said some homo- 
sexualsdidn’t feel safe leaving their 
homes to go out on the town. 

"They do a lot of entertaining 
within their homes,” he said. 

Gay and lesbian couples have 
dinner parties or show videos for 
their friends just like straight couples 
But for a few homosexuals, night 
life revolves around these parties. 

“For some people it would be 
the main part of their social life 
because they’re not comfortable 
with going out." 

Since gay bars are the only so- 

cial hangout for homosexuals in 

Lincoln, he said, gay and lesbian 
couples who don’t like the bar 
scene must create alternatives. 

“Where else is there in Lincoln 
that is gay/lesbian supportive that 
is not a bar scene?” Moore asked. 
"There isn’t any other type of place." Homosexual hangouts in nigger 
cities advertise in the gay/lesbian 
media I Iomosexuals are then made 
aware that these places will have a 

comfortable environment for gays 
and lesbians. 
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variety of gay and lesbian hang- 
outs, local media don’t include 
homosexual publications, he said 

Lincoln doesn’t offer any restau- 

rants that are homosexual hang- 
outs or movie theaters that regu- 
larly show films about gay and 
lesbian lifestyles, he said. 

Moore said this is why homo- 
sexuals just stay at home with their 
friends. 

"Rather than go somewhere, you 
invite them over to your home," he 
said. 

And some of these homes arc 

incredible, he said, because homo- 
sexual couples put a lot of work 
into them. They spend money on 

their houses because they spend a 

lot of lime there. 
"Their life revolves around the 

safety of their home,” he said. 
Many don't feel comfortable 

going just anywhere in public, he 
said. 

"In a (homosexual) relationship, 
if you want to show affection for 
that partner, thal’ssomelhing that’s 
not accepted.’’ 


