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Earth needs action — now

cver had I seen such squaller.
It was horrible.

The water was dark brown
with tires and garbage (loating around.
The streets were clogged with blow-
i papers and abandoned Styrofoam
insulation. The air conditioners were
pumping out CFCs at an alarming
rate. The cars were belching carbon
monoxide outof their Lailpipes, creat-
ing adizzying stenchand a gray misty
cloud over the city.

[ guess what amazed me the most
was that when I moved o Seattle 10
years ago, it was sparkling clean. What
happened?

Well, Seattle isn'tthe only town in
America that is showing tell-tale signs
of the gluttonous decades. Virtually
every metropolis in America has trans-
formed dramatically in the last 20
years.
~ This poses to me a rather disturb-
ing question: If this much damage
can be done in a minuscule 20 years,
what will the next 20 years bring?

As many of us know, Earth Day
will be April 26, and with it will come
the typical Ecology Now rhetoric of
how much the Earth has been de-
stroyed — a tapestry of whining with
one major thread missing: effective
solutions.

Indeed, we will hear about the
74,000 acres of forest that are bull-
dozed or burned off the Earth every
day and the desecration of the rain
forests. We will be twld ol entire
ccosystems that are destroyed daily
and how the cure for cancer alrcady
may have been lost.

Ol course, global warming will be
menuoned, The evils of Tossil fuels
will be addressed, along with the
chlorofluorocarbons that are blamed
for the huge ozone hole.

And we can’t forget the thousands
ol tons ol resources going up insmoke
with the rain forests. This very well
could be the heated topic for this
year’'s Earth Day advocates.

We will hear the harrowing storics
ol how we arc poisoned every day by
the DDT we export to other countries
and hidden radioacuve waste that
causes cancer and makes large arcas

of land uninhabitable.

We will be told of the 158 million
tons of municipal solid waste we create
a year. Picturcs will be painted of
huge, stinking, stagnani, discase-in-
fested mountains of solid waste that
soon will be spilling into our back-
yards.

Acid rain, a travesty alflicting about
9,000 lakes and 60,000 miles of strcams
in 34 states, will be a focal point this
vear. It will be mentioned that itis not
a wonder the salmon didn’t spawn
this year. They all probably were trip-
ping on the acid rain.

These arc simply a lew of the
horrific cxamples ol how our planctis
going down the tubes. While Earth
Day environmentalists plan parades
and Nirvana gives a Iree show in
Central Park, the pollution will con-
tinue and atitudes will remain un-
changed.

The reason is simple: You can't
tcach an old dog new tricks.

Earth Day began in 1970. Now, 20
years later, we face pollution prob
lems that make the ones in 1970 look
like child’s play. Socicty has labeled

Campus Advance issue ‘scary’

| am writng this leuter in response
to the “Campus Advance” article |
rcad in the DN on March 16 (“Pos-
sible cult group resuming activities”™).
Early last semesier, | started to get
involved with the group, but let me
stress that 1 was never a member.
When I first starteéd atuending some of
their things, | was totally unaware of
the group’s intentions, They scemed
very friendly, and I enjoyed that. |
thought I might possibly have found a
group I liked.

Al the first Bible study, I started to
get doubtful. The church feels that in
order 10 be saved, you have 10 be
baptized into their church. 1 was
brought up in a Christian home, and
felt a little lecry of what they were
saying. But they were so friendly and
convincing | started to accept what
they said.

From then on, things started get-
ting more confusing. 1 learned that
the church didn't recognize any other
churches as being “saved,” and they
cven remarked that all the other church
groups on campus were “false and
hypocritical.” They belicved that they
were the only true “disciples” of Christ,
because nobody else lived by the Bible
as they did.

One night, a member of the group
told me 1o take 24 hours, fast, and
decide il I wanted to give my life to
Christ. I was to meet her the next day
atthe Union. When I saw her the next
day, I told her that I have a great love
and a heart for God, but that [ wasn’t
ready 1o join a church. She told me
that I was being selfish, prideful and
that the devil was working with me.
She told me that in order to be a true
Christian, I had to be baptized into
their church. Once members are bap-
tized, they are part of the church,

Once you are a partof the irchurch,
you are dominated by the: and are
expected to live by their 1 les. You
are not to date anyone but 1 ¢ people
in the church, because th  are the
only true Christians. You re to ad-
here to your discipler’s ac ice, and

they even tell you that if you have 1o
hate your family in order to be with
them, then do so. .

Since that night, I have stayed far
away from that group. | have become
involved with a church in Lincoln,
and am over that horrible experience.

I stress this: Be very careful if you
are approached by a member of the
Campus Advance group. With them
you have no independence. It's either
their way or no way, and as | stated,
every other church or group tothem is
considered to be “lalse prophets™ by
their standards. Last year, the group
was not allowed 1o be an established
group on campus. That should say
something. Members of that group
will tell you that they “are only suf-
fering from persecution, just like Jesus
did.” But that is not the case. Yes, all
Christians have to sulfer from perse-
cutions on Earth at one time or an-
other, but this is just their excuse o
get people to believe them. If the only
people who get 1o heaven are going to
be the people in the Campus Advance
group, heaven must be a very small
place!

The group also expects you o make
life-long commitments ina lwo-week
span, and that is not right. In my
opinion, itis very casy to get involved
inacult, but very hard to get out. That
final night when I knew in my heart
that group was wrong, | fell much
beuer about myselfl. I was suffering
from confusion, feelings of guilt, and
fear. God doesn't create all that in a
person if something is right. [ realize
now, looking back, how scary the
whole thing was. The reason why |
am writing this letter is not to argue
with the Campus Advance group, or
to start trouble in any way. [ just want
to share my cxgrienccs with others,
so maybe I can help people who might
be getting involved to really think
things over. It's a very scary issue.

Karen B, Kuchar

junior

special education and elementary
education

Earth Day advocates as any other
liberal group out to save the world:
eccentric and unrealistic.
Unfortunately, as our bizarre
weather patterns suggest, this prob-
lem has gotten to the point where we
actually are changing nature, The Earth
is reacting to our misuse, and what

has been done cannot be reversed. So

what next?

Earth Day certainly is not the an-
swer, but it is a tool to help. Our
parents (ironically, the founders of
Earth Day) and grandparents are lost
causes. They still will buy air condi-
tioners and huge Chevrolets and throw
away resourcesas they have for years.
The solution liesnot in “asking” theni
to recycle and ride their bikes, but in
our generation and the push for radi-
cal changes in industry.

Industry must producc alternatives
very, very soon. Fuels must be cleancr.
CFCs immediately must be banned.
Western nations must unite Lo sLop
the blind desecration of Third World
resources that affect us all.

City, state and federal policies must
be adopted to force people to recycle,
burn less fuel and change their habits
to provide a cleaner cnvironment. The
only people who will initiate these
tactics are ourselves, the students —
the open-minded, unspoiled hope of
society that isn’t afraid of change.

I guess that we all must cvaluate
our prioritics a bitmore. We must ask
ourselves what 15 more important.
While the world whines about things
that really represent nothing more
than selfish whims, the Earth is going
to hell in a handbaskel.

Itonce was said that pcople would
not react until it came 1O a crisis
situation. Well, the hole n the ozone
is bigger than we thought. People are
dying from pollutant-caused cancers
at alarming rates. Spring buds are
dead on their branches because of the
inconsistent weather patierns.

What else does the world need 1o

S0

Halligan is a junior political science ma-
jor und u Daily Nebraskan columnist.
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Marijuana research ignored

While Sean Green, without
obvious research, has poinied out
that the Public Health Service be-
lieves that pot smoke hurts your
lungs (“Ill cruelly denied mari-
juana,” DN, March 16), he also
forgol to say that UCLA has given

pol a clean bill of health.

That means no brain damage.
Sean, check it out. Try some re-
search,

Blake Chance
senior
horticulture science

You’re smart enough to know
the difference between perestroika

and glasnost.
And you’re still smoking”

WANTED !!!
MEMBERS FOR

Tl &

TEAM GOD

University Lutheran Chapel
16th and Q Streets
Lincoln, NE 68508
Services: Sundays @ 9:00 & 11:00 A.M.

JOIN NK LAWN & GARDEN'S SUMMER
SALES REPRESENTATIVE TEAM!!

NK Lawn & Garden Co., a leader in the lawn and garden industry for over
100 years, has an excellent opportunity for you.

¢ A resumé-enhancing summer job experience while earning
degree credits.

* A monthly salary plus performance bonus.

* The opportunity to travel.

* A job that provides a company van and gas, paid business
expenses, and a daily living allowance.

If this sounds exciting, then look into becoming an NK Summer Sales
Representative. Call on NK Lawn & Garden retail garden seed
customers to inventory and return unsold products, provide customer
service assistance, and re-book the account. Please stop by our display
at the Summer Job Fair on Wednesday, April 8, 1992 to sign up for an
interview. For additional information see 345 Nebraska Union.

NK LAWN & GARDEN CO.
7500 OLSON MEMORIAL HWY.
GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427
an equal opportunity employer

MELISSA
ETHERIDGE

1-‘}',&“ RING

AINT 1T HEAVY

2001

DANCE WITH

0.
Where you gonna find it?

(assette

10971

“Pickles)

TAPES & CD'S

3814 Normal, 237 5. 70, 176 & P, 56¢h & Hwy. 2, phs Four Stores In Omaha * Sale ends 3/28/92

Compact Disc




