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New kid adjusts to Lincoln

But he says he
misses Detroit

By Amy Cyphers

Staff Rt?‘_ worter

Making the transition from being
the new kid in school to just one of
the guys is no big deal for Daniel
shouse. He's done it before — five
Lmacs

Somethingofanold pro when it
comes 1o moving, and consequently,
attending different schools, the 17-
year-old Shouse was “ready (o go
to school," he says, when he came
(o Lincoln High last fall.

Shouse has moved live times in
a hall-dozen years, he says, so he's
learned to manage the proverbial
first-day jitters. 1

‘I don't sleep a lot the night
before,” he says, "but it (the first
day of school) isn’t that bad.”

Shouse, a junior, moved 1o Lin-
coln from Detroit, where he lived
with his mother and attended a
similar-sized high school, of 2,200
students. But the similarities with
Lincoln High end there, he says.

“It's quiet here, and the people
—theteachers —are more patient.
They'll take that extra time to help
you,” he says,

‘I's a lot rougher in Detroit,” he
says. "You havelo waltch yourself,”

To avoid some of those “rougher”
aspeats of urban Detroit, such as
gangs, Shouse moved to Lincoln
last August to live with his father.

While he wasn't a total stranger
to Nebraska’s Good Life — he had
livedin Peru whenhe wasabout 11

Shouse had never been 1o Lin-
coln. Hedidn'tthink he had missed
much, he admits.

‘When.4 came here, 1 didnt
think | was going to like it,” he
says. “Butlthought I'd giveitatry.”

He didn't have to try for very
long,

"I like it now. The people are
friendlier here," he says. “People
alwayssay 'hi’ toyou on the sireets.
They don't do that in Detroit.”
The other kids identified him as
“the new kid" right away, and that
madc the admiuedly “shy” Shouse
a litle nervous, he says. But that
lension was only temporary

“About a weck after school
started, 1 felt like | blended in,” he
says. "Pecople just start 1alking to
you and stulff’

And those people include a lot
of girls, he says.

New kids shouldn’t "get too
wrapped up with the girls,” he
says. "Or they’ll swarm all over
you."”

Bul those girls now might be
swarming less to “Danicl the New
Guy inSchool” and moreto “Daniel
the Basketball Star” instead.

Since making his debul as the
starting point guard for the Links'
basketball team, Shouse became
the team’s leading scorer with an
average of 19 points per game.

All that playing time is another
reason Shouse likes Lincoln High.

“In detroit, | hardly played be-
cause of the competition,” he says.
“The whole team is good here, too,
but I thought I'd get to play a lot
when I got here.”

Shouse’s athletic lalents aren't
limited to basketball, however. He
says he's looking forward 1o 1aking
the pitcher’'s mound and the out-
ficld when the high school base-
ball season opens.

Although Shouse has become
part of a crowd at Lincoln High,
Detroit was his favorite place to
live, he says.

“I miss the music, the concerts,
my [riecnds and my mother,” he
says. " stilldon't feel like Lincoln is
home, but I'm ¢comfortable here.”
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games.” ;

Perhaps the corporate ranks ol
Apple or 1BM?

‘I'd rather work with some seri-
ous company,” he says. “Someday
I'll see ‘operating system wrilten by
leremy Bettis.” It's a challenge 1o
lake some inanimate object and
make it do something.”

While his credentials sometimes
conjure up images of hackers who
slare al a compuler screen every
Friday night, Beuis says he tries 10
ignore the “math brain” stercotype.

“Once in a while, people try 10
push you into a stereotype, but not
to the point that I'm consciously
aware of it," Bellissays. “There was
a time when | would have identi-

fied myself with those people, but
I grew out of it."

Bettis says his schedule requires
effort, but says his work is its own
reward,

“It's worth it," he says. “People
say, ‘Why? Why are you inthe math
club? You go take tests! You're
grinding your brain! And for what?'
Well, for the joy of it. People don’t
understand thal. You're compeling
for the same reasons you compele
in anything clse. It's cxcilinﬁ.“

In spite of all the time he de-
voles Lo aclivities and academics,
Bettis doesn'tthink he’s missed out
on the common high school activi-
ties, such as promand Friday nights
out with [riends.

*Evenifl | weren'tinvolved in all
thisswiff, I wouldn't be involved in
the peltiness. It's oo shallow. It
drives me nuts."
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Dan Shouse, a junior at Lincoln High, is the new kid in school, but being new is something he is
used to. Shouse has moved five times, the latest being from Detroit.
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