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New nuclear cuts likely

Administration
considering cuts
in warhead count

WASHINGTON — New nuclear
weapons cuts under study by the Bush
administration seem designed Lo en-
tice republics of the former Soviet
Union to eliminate their most power-
ful nuclear missiles, analysts said
Thursday.

Sources said President Bush was
considering reducing or eliminating
long-range nuclear missiles with more
than one warhead, a move that would
include cuts in the submarine-based
nuclear warheads that most concern
the Russians.

Up 1o now the United States has
refused to considercuts in the Trident
submarine force, which is the most
modern and survivable part of the
U.S. strategic nuclear force.

Asked about published reports that
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Land and submarine-based nuclear weapons that could be
affected by the President’s proposed cuts.
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Bush was considering new cuts in the
strategic arsenal, Pentagon spokes-
man Bob Hall declined comment
beyond saying, ‘"“We’re looking at all
of our programs, including strategic
programs, in the context of changes
in the world” and the spect of
continually shrinking defense budg-
cts.

Cuts in the Trident nuclear force
would be asmuch a bow to the reality
of a breakdown in the U.S. nuclear
production sysiem as a willingness o
give up firepower. Because of safety
problems in the sysitem, no new war-
heads are being built for the Trident I1
missile, and the Pentagon confirmed
last month that it was considering
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A reciprocal action to the cutssaid  be left under the Strategic Arms

to be under consideration might be
the scrapping of the SS-18 heavy
missiles and the S5-24 mobile mis-
siles by Russia and the three other
republics with strategic nuclear weap-
ons on their soil, said Jack Mendel-
sohn, a former U.S. stralegic arms
negotiator and currently deputy di-
rector of the private Arms Control
Association.

Both the §S-18 and SS-24 carry 10
warheads per missile.

The U.S. plan could resultin scrap-
ping up to about 20 percent of the

Reduction Treaty, or START, which
has not yet been ratified by the Sen-
ate.

Bush proposed a ban on land-based
multiple warhead missiles last Sept.
27, but he did not suggest cuts below
the levels set by START. He also
excluded the Trident submarine force.

Mendelsohn said he believed the
administration may be considering
arming the Trident II missiles with
six- warheads cach rather than the
maximum possible eight. That would
reduce the planned Trident I deploy-
ment by 480 warheads.

WASHINGTON — Forty-seven
nations large and small agreed
Thursday on a massive “global
effort” to rescue millions of hun-
{er people in the former Soviet

nion with humanitarian shipments
of food and medicine.

The United States will airlift
supplies to the 12 former republics
with 54 sorties beginning Feb. 10.
The food aboard will include 38.4
million pounds left over from the
Persian Gulf war, enough for 16
million meals. A million doses of
Desert Storm antibiotics will be
carried by the C-5and C-141 cargo
planes, as well.

The airlift will “vividly show
the peoples of the former Soviet
Union that those who once pre-
pared for war with them now have
the courage and conviclion 1o use
their militaries 10 wage a new peace,”
Secretary of Statc James A. Baker
I said.

The NATO alliance will under-
take complementary deliveries.
“Nothing could better symbolize
the end of the Cold War,” NATO
Secretary-General Manfred
Woemner said.

Baker said several countrics had
offered contributions in the closed
sessions after President Bush
pledged an additional $645 million
at the opening Wednesday,

He said Saudi Arabia would
release $1.5 billion it had held up.
Japan pledged S50 million in grants
to purchase medicine and U.S.

47 nations pledge
to help republics

officials said South Korea had of-
fered $800 million and Thailand
$450 million in low-interest loans.
Argentina offered to take in 100,000

refugees.

“Countries are responding in
large measure in proportion totheir
ability,” Baker said. The United
States has pledged more than $5
billion, mostly in farm credits while
the 12-nation European Commu-
nity, led by Germany, has contrib-
uted billions of dollars more in
credit, loans and grants,

The conference came up with
outlines on how 10 assist the repub-
lics in the areas of food, shelter,
energy, medicine and economic
reform. Franz Andriessen, the vice
president of the European Com-
munity, told reporters: “Plans must
now be followed by actions and
results.”

Some polls have indicated that
Americans feel the United States is
already giving the ex-Soviets 0o
much aid.

This sentiment could be a prob-
lem for Bush in his drive for re-
election, especially in light of the
recession at home, a senior U.S.
official said.

“He’s going 10 say nothing can
be more important for the securitly
of the United States then to see
reform (in the former Soviet Un-
ion) succeed,” the official said. “We
have something going that is very
good for the United States.”

Democrats ready to negotiate on extending unemployment

WASHINGTON — Congressional Demo-
crats offered Thursday to negotiate an exten-
sion of jobless benefits with President Bush to
avoid an election-year replay of last year’s
partisan war over the issue.

The Democrats’ accommodating words came
a day after the White House said that Bush
would support extra coverage for people who
have used up their unemployment benefits.

House Democrats have introduced legisla-
tion providing 13 extra weeks of coverage,
beyond the 20- or 13-week extension approved
last fall after a four-month dispute. The White
House has provided no details of what itwants.

Some 600,000 people will exhaust their
extended benefits in the latter half of February

with others following each week and no appar-
ent end to layoffs in sight. Jobless people
personally pleaded for extended benefits dur-
ing a Thursday House Ways and Means sub-
commiltee hearing.

The White House and Democratic com-
ments offered no guarantee of agreement.
Democrats said they wanted to have a bill on
Bush’s desk by mid-February, with or without
a compromise.

With the president slipping in public opin-
ion polls and the recession biting hard in many
congressional districts, there was inlense pres-
sure on both sides to strike a speedy deal and
avoid angering voters just months before the |
election,

New government statistics provided fresh
evidence of the recession’s sting, The Labor
Department said the number of Americans
filing new claims for unemployment benefits
Jjumped 46,000 during the week ending Jan. 11,
to 447,000 workers.

The claims number is highly volatile, and in
fact the four-week moving average of 434,000
new claimants was down from 465,000 for the
previous week. Both numbers indicated the
economic slump was continuing,.

Word of the Democrats’ willingness to talk
came as the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee’s human resources subcommittee consid-
ered a $4.5 billion Democratic measure (0
extend the benefits. The subcommittee plans to

b
SRS EEEEEREEEEEEEEERREEEEEEESE

vote on the bill next week.

The bill's two sponsors - Ways and Means
Chairman Dan Rostenkowski, D-I11., and sub-
committee Chairman Thomas Downey, D-N.Y.
- both said the measure should be paid for if
possible.

“I'd like 1o pay for as much of this bill as we
can,” Rostenkowski said. He added later, “We'd
be happy (o negotiate.”

Rostenkowski said the program could be
paid for, in part, with $3.7 billion in extra
money he said the White House's Office of
Management and Budgel expeclts the govern-
ment Lo raise over the next four years. OMB
Director Richard Darman would not comment.
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