
Musician repelled by attitudes on coasts 

Songwriter returns to Midwest 
By Andrea Christensen 
Staff Reporter 

Conventional wisdom says that to 
be a success in the music business, an 
artist must live on the East or West 
coasts. But Mimi Schneider has never 
been bound by conventional wisdom, 
and she has decided to make her music 
in the Midwest. 

Schneider has performed on both 
coasts but found she preferred her 
hometown of Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

“I came back because of the ex- 

pense and the altitude of people on 
the coasts,” Schneider said. “They 
think we’re geographically disadvan- 
taged, and they sec us as consumers 
of culture. But that’s just not true. I 
have more access to the information I 
need to make music here than I had on 

cither coast.” 
A producer at KIWR radio in 

Council Bluffs, Schneider has just 
released “Catastcrpicce,” her first full- 
length album. The LP is about her 
experiences as she moved back to her 
hometown. 

“There is a beginning, middle and 
end to the story on this record,” she 
said. “It’s about things I had to deal 
with when I found myself living in 
the town where I grew up after being 
away lor many years.” 

Schneider left the Midwest after 
receiving her bachelor’s degree in 
American studies from the Univer- 
sity of Iowa. She was a member of an 
acoustic trio called The Stouthearted. 
The group moved to the San Fran- 
cisco Bay area in June 1985. The 

move was unsuccessful. Despite some 
good reviews, the band broke up. We weren’t handling our affairs 

® big city manner,” Schneider said. 
We all had day jobs, so we didn’t 

have time to attend all the dinner 
parties and do the schmoozing that’s 
needed to get recognized.” 

Schneider said that returning to 
Council Bluffs was a big risk, but one 
that paid off. 

“I’ve always struggled to be my- 
self, and try to cram that down people’s 
throats. So returning home could have 
been the worst thing that ever hap- 
pened, but I turned it around and 
made it a catastrophe with a good 
save, a catastcrpiece.” 

“Catasterpiccc” was recorded live- 
to-tape in one 10-hour recording ses- 
sion. Most of the cuts feature simple 
vocals, two acoustic guitars and a 
snare drum. The album addresses the 
problems of isolation, failed relation- 
ships and cultural snobbery. Despite 
the bare instrumentation and the seri- 
ous issues that “Catasterpiccc” ad- 
dresses, Schneider insists it is not a 
folk album. 

“I’m not thrilled with being la- 
beled a folk singer,” she said. “Ameri- 

cans hear the word folk and they think 
of a land where it is always 1971 and 
performers are'boring them with their 
innermost thoughts. That’s not what 
this album is about.” 

Instead, Schneider considers her- 
self a songwriter, one who is inter- 
ested in different music styles. She 
even plans to do a pop album one day. 

“Right now I don’t have access to 
the equipment to do a pop album,” 
Schneider said. “Rock bands are 

expensive. But even though wedidn’t 
have a band for ‘Catastcrpiece,’ the 
album is more like a skewed version 
of country music than folk. It’s not 
twangy, but it deals with adult themes.” 

Schneider said she gets her inspi- ration from pop, country and the old 
standards she listened to as a child. 

“Listening to AM music in the 
’60s, I got hooked on the songs of my 
parents’ generation, and I think that 
has influenced my work,” Schneider 
said. 

“This is a strange business. You 
can go for years as an unknown. But 
you always hope you’ 11 reach the right 
person who will make all the differ- 
ence in your career,” Schneider said. 

“You can’t wail around for some 

major corporation to validate what 
you’re doing,” she said. “You have to 

live life instead of wailing for life to 

live you.” 
“Catasterpiecc” is not available in 

Lincoln stores, but it is available at 
Homer’s Music in Omaha. 

Courtesy of Indelible Records 

Council Bluffs, Iowa, native Mimi Schneider has just re- 
leased her solo debut “Catasterpiece.” 

FOR SALE 64 PrSipfl SCopying 
—— 68 Recycling 

2 Appliance* 72 Rentals 
3 Bicyclas 74 Tanning 
4 Book* 76 Tattooing 
5 Clothing 76 Travel 
7 Jewelry 80 Typing 6 Returnee 
6 Computers 
8 Pun*"* 

_ NOTICES 
9 Garage Sales 
10 Mkc. For Sale 
12 Musical Instruments .52 
13 Office Furniture 
11 Pa«a 11 o Announoefnenxi 

16 Scxtfm^Goo^ ’20 Greektffalrs 
1* 12p,^2<,vwnm#n, 
*> *"«« ISwEi. 
SERVICES ua Fundraising 

22 Adoption 
9 VSEZSL**"** 150 Child Care Needed 

s is?8"" sgasiei 
<wt r^tarinn o4 bUfTYTW J0O8 

32 Cleanir^/laundry 166 I'""'*'** 
33 Cleaning/Household* uAricivr 
34 Computer Service HOUMMi 
36 Entertainment ■ 

38 Gift Idee* 170 Roommate* 
40 Hairstyling 173 Housing Wanted 
42 Health 6 Fkneee 175 Rooms For Rent 
44 Insurance 180 Houses For Rent 
46 InstructtorvTutorlng 185 Duplex For Rent 
48 Job Placement 180 Apartments For Rent 
50 Legal 181 Summer Housing 
60 Mite. Services 182 Mobs* Homes For Rent 
62 Photography 104 Homes For Sale 

108 Vacate n Rentals 

Writing an effective ad_ 
Be descriptive. The more information you pro- vide the readers, the better your responses will be. 
Begin the ad with the item tor sale or offered. 
Include the price of the Items for sale. 
Highlight the ad with larger type, boldface, art or 
a box. 

$3.00 per day for 15 words on individual student 
and student organization ads 

$4.00 per day for 15 words on non-student ads. 
$.15 each additional word. 

3 Bicycles For Sale_ 
1961 1V Diamond-back mountain bika (Axis). Shimano 
XT equipment, other accessories. Cal 786-2806 

5 Clothing For Sale 

Leather jackets 
Genuine black leather motorcycle jackets, sizes 38-54. 
•130. Call 474-1716. 

6 Computers For Sale_ 
Complete system. 386SX-20, $950; 386-25. $1,295; 
486SX-20, $1,495; 486-33, $1,695. Call 488-6880. 

14 Pets 

A-melanic. friendly com snake and accessories. $50. 
leave message. 474-9572. 

19 Ticket Exchange 
I^BSBSSSSSSS 
4 ♦ Oklahoma football tickets. 50 yard line. Row 18. Will 
validate. Best offer. 436-6331, BUI. 

For Sale: Oklahoma student ticket. Must selll $40 firm. 
436-5209, leave message 

Need three validated Oklahoma football tickets. Call 
Michelle. 421-9184 

_ 

THI PAR SIM By GARY LARSON 

Everything wee starting to come Into focus for 

Farmer MacDougal — hie missing sheep, his 

missing six-pack, and his collie, Shep, who was 

_getting Just a little too sociable for his own good_ 

20 Vehicles For Sale 
83 Mustang convertble. automatic, air. cassette, cruise 
power locks. 93,000 miles, great shape. *4250. 476- 
9667. 

1982 Audi 4000, 69,000 miles. *1900. 472-1782. 477- 
4587, Eric. 
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22 Adoption 
A baby Is al that is missing in our Hvee. We hope to share 
our love, happiness and dreams wSh a neaborn. Ex- 
penses paid. Call Susan and Robert at 1-800-972-4225. 

A loving, educated couple wishes to share their life and 
love with newborn who will be cherished and given the 
best things in life. Give yourself, your baby and us a 

happier future. Expenses paid. Call Sue and Jay. 1-800- 
442-2078. 

Adopt: We wish to share our Ives with a precious new- 
born. A young married couple offers a lifetime of love, 
happiness, and security. Expenses paid Call Eden and 
Steve collect 516-568-9108. 

Single and Pregnant? 
You don't have to go ii alone—we're here to help. 
No fees and confidential counseling. Statewide since 
1893. 

Nebraska Children's 
Home Society 

4600 Valley Road, Suite 304.483-7879 

We can help one another. Our home wid provide lots of 
TLC and security lor your newborn. Legal and confiden- 
tiai. Dorothy. John. 800-779-1183. 

46 Instruction/Tutoring 
Tutoring: German, Btolical Greek. French. English as 
second language Call 476-2676, Sam- 1pm Monday 
Friday. 

63 Pregnancy 
PREGNANT? BIRTHRIGHT it a confidential helping 
hand. ^Fre®^>regnancy test, please call us for appomt- 

75 Tattooing 
"" —» 

Check K out new location Lowest prices, host 

God ol Thunder TlMoot 
643 South St. 

Lincoln * newest and most Innovative studio. Pick from 
thousands of designs, tying your own, or have one-of-a- 
kind custom designs created just for you. Comfortable 
atmosphere, hospital sterile, all work guaranteed, no 
appointment necessary, 477-9576 

Calvin and Hobbes by Bill Watterson 
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M WOMAN INSECT ADVANCES 
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UlS ONLY MOPE FOR PROPER 
MEDICAL TREATMENT UES IN 
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EVIDENTLV 
SOME BUG. 
MOW STRANGE. 
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61 Long-billed bird 

62 Spacious 

DOWN 

1 "The Square 
Egg” author 

2 Ugandan exile 

3 Famed 
organist- 
composer 

4 Comparable to 

5 Acclimates 
6 Close friend 
7 Fuzz 
8 Western 

Amerind 
9 Kind of relief 

10 Gives medical 
aid to 

11 Singer Della 
12 Dawdled 
13 Sphagnum, eg 
18 Animal's skin 
19 Succored 
23 Writer Pasternak 
24 Writer Ludwig 
25 Mummer's 
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26 A double-reed 
27 Moist 
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