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Space exploration necessary

“The Earthis the cradle of reason,
but one cannot live in the cradle for-
ever.

~— Konstantin Tsiolkovsky

onstantin Tsiolkovsky was a
Russian visionary. It was he
ho in the early part of this

more destructive than Hurricane Hugo
that has lasted for hundreds of years,

But even the most romantic evo-
cation of the marvels of space does
not convince the hard-headed realists
who point out that problems here on
Earth demand priority. The vast ma-
jority of humanity lives in abject
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Selleck resident should
seek RHA’s assistance

I am happy to see that M.S.
Wicklund is trying to resolve the
lem he has with the Selleck
government and the Residence
Hall Association (“Selleck floor
dumps RHA,” DN, Sept 23, 1991),

work toward making residence hall
life better. The organization he is
atlacking exists to solve the prob-
lems that he is complaining about.
I suggest that Wicklund, and any
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Hubble Telescope fiasco and the
Freedom Space Station cost overruns
in perspective. Despite NASA’s trage-
dies and blunders, humankind must
realize that its future lies in space.
Earth is a mere cradle.

The rotten state of the' Apollo
spacecraft outside Morrill Hall sym-
bolizes the disenchantment with
NASA, The University of Nebraska-
Lincoln’s neglect of that priceless
artifact is symptomatic of a wide-

These detractors fail to see the
second compelling argument for space
exploration, that of economic neces-
sity. One glance at the rising popula-
tion curve and a second glance at the
Earth's resource list confirm that a
growing number of people are rely-
ing on a dwindling supply of resources.

Space program detractors argue
for short-term fixes to a massive
economic and demographic problem.
Space exploration offers a long-term

enough to say something. Now we
have one who is willing to take
action.

But besides the problem that
Wicklund is complaining about,
there is another. That is that Wick-
lund is going about this all wrong.
It isn’t his fault. He just doesn’t
understand the dynamics of the
system he is trying to work with.

RHA'’s is 1o represent
the residents of each hall and to

much more friendly response and
more timely action. There are many
people in RHA who can help Selleck
5300 with its problem, myself in-
cluded. I suggest that they seck
assistance rather than being bellig-
erent.

Larry Koubsky
UNL graduate
RHA: president, 1988-89

spread discontent with the space pro- solution. If people continue to repro- -
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adventure in competition with the But many of those Americans fail resources somewhere other than Earth, é American Heart Association

Soviets, NASA’s jaunt in space has
lost meaning to most Americans, The
Apollo program, which culminated
in the first manned lunar landing in
1969, caught the nation’s spirit in a
way usually reserved for professional
football or war.

Faced with pressing national and
international issues, Americans are
increasingly unwilling (o spend their
taxes on what appear to be amusing
but far too costly flights of fancy.
Like firecrackers, the benefits of space
adventure now seem expensive, dan-
gerous and transitory. The United States
has broken off its love affair with
space.

Interest in the heavens, though,
will be rejuvenated. Far more com-
pelling arguments than national spirit
present themselves for a sustained
comprehensive space effort — the
sheer romantic challenge and the
economic necessity foremost among
them.

The wide following of “Star Trek™
proves that some Americans still sce
an incentive to “boldly go where no

Dr. Seuss

taught us

morality,
obligations

Wednesday was a day of mourn-
ing. It was a day of great reflection.
This could very well go down in
history as one of the saddest days in
the history of the 1980s generation.
Wednesday, Dr. Seuss died.

As I was flipping through the
channels between classes, 1 hap-
pened (o stop on CNN. The reporter
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tial writer who had died. He was Hours 11 a.m.-1 a.m.
tatking of a man who, through his ) ;
| Alternative Dance Music

to understand precisely what that
means. More than 400 years after
Copernicus, most human beings sl
do not comprehend the basic struc-
ture of the universe they live in.

Even those who know that the Earth
revolves around the sun probably
haven’tinternalized it. It is a mere bit
of trivia, answer B on a multiple
choice test. But once people begin to
really understand the astounding na-
ture of the universe, they will realize
that Earth is just a tiny snug little
corner in a vastness that cries out 1o
be explored and colonized.

Our solar system alone, almost
certainly just one of millions, com-
mands innumerable wonders. A gi-
gantic burning star shepherds a huge
flock of smaller planets, asteroids and
comels. Each has its own personality.

Mars — a rusty litle planet that
once had rivers and seas and now
bears a gigantic mountain that dwarfs
Earth’s tallest; Europa — one of
Jupiter's moons, with its frozen sea
that science fiction writers speculate
may support a different form of life.
Jupiter itself — host of a storm far
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That is what space exploration offers.

We do not now have the technol-
ogy to achieve the goals of space
exploration on a scale suggested above.
But science and technology inevita-
bly proceed at a rate that society
demands. Inspired by a worldwide
economic commilment 1o space ex-
ploration, scientists and engincers will
build the technology required.

Scientists and science fiction writ-
ersalready have begun imagining the
forms that human habitation in space
will take. Huge rotating hollow wheels
in space. Towns on the moon and
Mars. Immense rotating rings strung
around other suns.

Konstantin Tsiolkovsky was among
the first to speculate on these kinds of
space colonies. He was also among
the first to realize that space explora-
tion is not only whimsical adventure,
If humanity is to overcome the prob-
lems posed by Earth’s finite resources,
it is a necessity.

Potter is a senior math, physics, ‘history
and philosophy major and a Daily Nebras-
kan columnist.
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