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ASU players thinking defense, turnovers
Linebacker calls for best game

By David Moyer
Staff Reporter

R-E-S-P-E-C-T.

Aretha Franklin sang it, and Ari-
zona State linebacker Darren Wood-
son is saying it.

“We have as much respect as pos-

sible for

Nebraska,”

the senior

from Phoenix

said. “They

will play bet-

ter than last

week for sure,

SO we are

A - going 1o have
to come up

Woodson with our best

game of the year.”

Arizona State is coming off an
upset win against Southern Cal and
has found its way to a No. 24 ranking
with a 2-0 record. Woodson said the
win was an important one for the Sun
Devils, a win which gave Arizona
State respect: for the 16th-ranked
Comhuskers, who will come 1o Tempe,
Ariz., this weekend.

“This year is a liule bit different
than last season,” he said, referring to
the Sun Devils’ 4-7 finish in 1990.
“It’s great 1o be 2-0, we have more
confidence and we are playing bet-
ter.”

Woodson started eight games in
1990 and was tied for third on the
team with 73 tackles, eight of which
combined for losses of 52 yards.

Now Woodson and his teammates

will have to tackle the Huskers and I-
back Derek Brown. Nebraska leads
the country with 427 yards rushing
and 597 yards total offense per game.
Brown has compiled an average of
132 yards a game, which puts him
10th nationally, and the Huskers 50.3
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We have as much
respect as possible for
Nebraska. They will
play better than last
week for sure, so we
are going to have to
come up with our best
game of the year.
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-

points per game average also leads
the nation,

“You don’t stop the running game
of Nebraska,” he said. “You just have
to try and limit them. We'll wait and
see what happens on Saturday.”

If Arizona State can contain the
Huskers on offense, Woodson says
the Sun Devils have a good chance of
winning. A win over Nebraska would
give the Sun Devils their second straight

" win against a ranked team.

“It's important that we beal them
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for our program,” he said. “Any time
you beat a team like Nebraska, you
instantly get nation-wide respect.”

Woodson said his teammaltes know
it is going to be tough, and therefore
they aren’t going to base the season
on whether or not they win.

“If we can go oul and play our best

and give it our all, then that is all we
can ask for,” he said. “If we do that

and don’t win, there won'tbe a lot of.

disappointment.”

Woodson said he knows how good
the Huskers are, and for that reason,
he said he expects Nebraska to play
hard.

“I've seen the films and watched
them play this year, and Nebraska has
a really good team,” he said. “They
will be tough to beat.”

Recently though, many good
Nebraska teams have ventured into
Sun Devil Stadium, only lo come
away defeated. Nebraska is 1-1 against
Arizona State in the teams’ Iwo
meetings in Tempe, including a 17-
14 loss in the 1975 Fiesta Bowl.
Nebraska has lost three other Fiesta
Bowl games there.

But the Huskers’ past problems in
that stadium haven't affected the think-
ing of the Sun Devils, Woodson said.

“Ithasn’tevencrossed ourminds,”
he said. “Tom Osborne will get them
up for this one, no question. Thisis a

new Nebraska team and a new Ari-
zona State team.”

Men’s Softball

1. Alpha Tau Omega-A (3-0)
2. 69%ers (3-0)

3. The Beavers (3-0)

4. Reel Men (3-0)

5. Abel 6 (3-0)

6. Demon Bunnies (4-0)
7. Delta Tau Delta-A (3-0)
8. Sharks (3-0)

9. Triangle-B (3-0)

10. Sigma Phi Epsilon-B (3-1)
Women’s Softball

Wailing Banshees (2-0)
Alpha Omicron Pi (2-0)
Alpha Xi Delta (2-1)

. The Blaze (2-1)

. Love 3 (1-2)

b

Co-Rec Football

1. Sigma Nu II-A (4-0)

2. Boozin Bumers II (2-0)

3. Sigma Phi Epsilon/Gamma Phi
Beta-A (3-1)

4. Law 1(2-0)

3. Purple Helmets (3-0)

6. Guns-n-Roses (1-1)

22 1[))clla Tau Delta/Delta Gamma 1
8. McDougall Blues (2-0)

9. Lab Rats (3-0)

10, Acacia-B (3-0)

From the Office of Campus Rec-
reation

Quarterback lives dream
playing for Sun Devils

By Thomas Clouse
Staff Reporter

Arizona State quarterback Bret
Powers grew up idolizing the Sun
Devils, but he never believed he would
someday be burning Arizona State
opponents.

The 6-foot-5, 210-pound sopho-
more has led the Sun Devils to a 30-3
scorching of Oklahoma State and a
32-25 upset of Southern Cal.

He was introduced to Arizona State
football at an early age because his
father, Howard, played tight end and
defensive end for the Sun Devils in
1957.

“When 1|
announced
my letter of
intent o
ASU, it was
a dream come
true,” Powers
said.

The Sun
Devils are
ranked 24th
in The Asso-

Powers
ciated Press Top 25 poll. This Satur-

day’s game against 16th-ranked
Nebraska is Arizona State's first home
game.

“We have 1o put the first two games
behind us and get up for Nebrggtna."
Powers said. “But I'm sure we will.”

The key to the game is o not turn
over the ball, he said.

“And we need 1o lake advantage of
any Nebraska tumovers,” Powers said.

In the past, Arizona State’s of-
fense has been balanced, but this year
the offense is loading up on the run,
he said. Sun Devil have gained
493 yards on 103 carries over two
games.
~ “We have really done well rush-
ing, and we will try to continue it
against Ncbraska,” Powers said.

His personal goal is Lo play consis-
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tently each week, he said..

“I don’t want to play great one
week and bad the next," Powers said.
“I just want to put the team into good
situations.” p

In two games, Powers has com-
pleted 21 of 39 passes for 356 yards,
two touchdowns and one intercep-
tion. He is averaging 178 passing
yards a game and 17 yards a comple-
tion.

In 1990, as a backup, e playet in
five games. In his one start, against
Oregon, he went 16-for-31 for 178
yards.

“Last year it was gréat when |
finally gotin,” he said said. “Now I'm
starting and it’s really exciting.”

A lack of experience hasn't af-
fected his confidence, he said.

“I just go out and perform to the
best of my abilities,” Powers said. “1
am not going to help the team if I'm
not confident.”

In 1989, as a senior at Cactus High
School, Glendale, Ariz., he completed
119 of 199 passes for 1,629 yards and
12 touchdowns.

Powers was an honorable mention
USA Today All-American, a mem-
ber of the 1988 Phoenix Metro All-
Star team, and he received the Na-
tional Football Foundation and Hall
of Fame scholar/athlete award.

The pre-med major with
a 4.0 grade-point average, said he
wants to specialize in sports medi-
cine, but he would play in the NFL if
he gets the opportunity.

“But if I don't get a chance, I'll
hay&: something to fall back on,” Powers
said.

Although his academic schedule
is difficult, he said, playing for the
Sun Devils has helped him manage
his time better.

“Football is like another college
course,” Powers said, “You prepare
all week long, and Saturday is your
test.”
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