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Newest political party sprouting support

By Connie L. Sheehan
Senior Editor

As the first Green Party con-
gressional candidate in the coun-
try, Mindy Lorenz said she didn’t
expect to win the seat last Novem-
ber but did want to call attention
to the political Green Party in
California.

Lorenz, an assistant professor
of art history at Cal State Univer-
sity at Northridge, said the party

wanted 'to use the media interest
in the campaign and develop a
model platform so thg public and
media could getan idea of what a
Green Party candidate stood for.

The platform, which took four
months to write, is now being used
as a model for other platforms
bot(? statewide and nationally, she
said.

Now, the party is trying to
achieve officizﬁ b?!lot sgtusg for
1992, she said.

“Alaska was first and we hope
that California will be the next
one,” Lorenz said

“There’s an intensive voter
registration drive around the state,”
Lorenz said. “To get the ballot
qualification, we need about 80,000
toregister with the Green Party by
next primary ‘92, .

This is not a petition drive, she
explained, since people actually
have to register as a Green Party
member.
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The Green Party is not yet an
established party in Nebraska,
said Allan Beerman, Nebraska'’s
Secretary of State.

+ Nebraskans stilLhave to reg-
ister on the Independent ticket
and then write in their Green
Party ences, Beerman said.

Jim Richmond, coordinator
for The Greens’ Clearinghouse
in Kansas City, said it has been

Green Party not yet established in state

about a year since someone from
Nebraska called, interested in
information on the Green Party.

“A man from Omaha called
and asked for information but
I'm not sure if he ever got any-
thirég off the ground,” Richmond
said.

Otherwise, Richmond said he
was unfamiliar with any other
Green Partﬁ(aactivitiesint state
of Nebraska.

Richmond said the Ameri-

can Green Parties definitely
receive their inspiration from
the European Greens.

The first Green Party elected
officials on the international-level
began to take office in the late
*70s in Belgium and Switzer-
land, he said.

But there were several fore-
runners like the Ecology Party
in Great Britain in the early '70s,
Richmond said, and the Value
Party of New Zealand in 1975.
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"The way the party has evolved,
in the first few years in this coun-
try, there was a network called the
Committees of Correspondence
(CoC, whose name was changed
to The Greens’ Clearinghouse two
days ago) which were the local
groups loosely connected to the
membership organization,” Lorenz
explained.

ithin in the last year and a
half or two years, several states,
including California, decided to
expand, she said. In addition to
have a community network, people
thought about the formation of
official political parties.

“We don’t want to be just a
political organization that comes
outduring times of elections,” she
added. “We want people to work
in their communities on the prob-
lems that concern them.”

“The 10 key values associated
with the CoC act as the founding
principals,” Lorenz said. Califor-
nia uses the original CoC values
although some states adapt their
own set of key values.

“We're in the process of writ-
ing a state platform which incor-
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porates the principles in those
values, then tries to translate that
into specific ﬁolicy approaches to
every issue the state would face,”
she said. !

“For me, (joining the Green
Party) was an outgrowth of my
work with social justice issues,”
she said. “I've been an activist since
the Vietham War era.”

Recently, Lorenz said she has
been working to o se interven-
tion of the nitedpgi(a)tes military
and government into Central
America.

“At the time, | heard about the
Green Parties in Europe, and be-
came very interested,” she said,
“because | realized the problems
that we face are so multi-faceted
and interconnected.

“We have to address those all
in relationship with each other,
and when I found out about the
Greens and the Green platform, |
said, ‘This is it."”

Lorenz said she has been work-
ing for the Greens ever since.

“It's compellin recisely
what’s not happening in the major
parties,” she said. Lorenz said the
major parties use “kind of an old
way of seeing things — looking at
problems in isolation.”

Green politics is kind of a sys-
tems approach to understanding
the underlying causes ot things so
one could know better how to go
about solving them, she said.

“We're just not interested in
high ideals and great principles if
they can’t work in the real world,”
she said. “Then it’s a philosophy;
it’s not a political party.”

Lorenz said she thinks Green
economics works as a sustainable
economy.

“It’s an economy based not so
much on endless growth and
endless consumption but realiz-
ing we have to have a finite bal-
ance between what’s available and
how much we can consume.”

Decentralization is alsoa major
platform issue, she said, but the
parl{ wants to sort out the short-
and long-term goals first.

“Weunderstand there hastobe
some federal oversight of differ-
ent policies and programs for a
long time to come,” Lorenz said.
“But we believe democracy is more
and more about self-governing
smaller units of people who take
control of their own lives and not
depend on some distant central-
ized gowernment which rarely has
their best interests in mind.’

The party would want to sort
through and look at what is most
appropriate forlocal control right
now, she said.

Lorenz said she also would like

to demilitarize society’s way of
life, attitudes and the economy,
especially since California has such
a heavy dcr)endcncy on the mili-
tary and oil industry.
“We tried to relate those issues
and once the gulf crisis started last
August, they related very well/
she said. :

A lotof people got interested in
the Green'g;rty as aresultof their
total disgust with both the Repub-
licans and the Democrats in re-
gard to what was going on in the
gulf and what the major parties
weren’t saying, Lorenz ad ed.




