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Senior Editor

The Miami City Ballet brought
classical dancing with a modern touch to
the Lied Center for Performing Arts this
week, with performances that combined
both elements.

The ballet's Wednesday night perform-
ance allowed the company o show off its
{oulhful Latin-influenced style to

incoln audiences.

The ballet’s first offering was Scotch
Symphony, with music by Felix Men-
delssohn and choreography by the late
ballet legend George Balanchine. The
classical ballet, with allusions to the
romantic ballets of the 19th century, was
also performed by the Kirov Ballet at its
Lied Center performance last fall.

The Miami City Ballet gave this act a
good try, but it lacked the technical per-
fection offered by other ballet companies
that have performed at the Lied during the
past year — most notably, the Kirov
Ballet. This is understandable, however,
when one considers that the Miami City
Ballet was not formed until 1986, making
it a great deal younger than other compa-
nies that have recently performed here.

Although the dancers weren't always
synchronized and didn’t reach the great

heights on leaps that other companies
have, the dancers no doubt will mature as
the company does. Dancers Maribel
Modrano, Cornel Crabtree and Elizabeth
Dretzin offered a pleasant interpretation
of the 1952 ballet.

began Capriccio for Piano and Orchestra

After a short intermission, the company |

Michael Weixel/Daily Nebraskan

Costumes, props add to show

Ballet mixes styles

(“Rubies”) with music by Igor Stravinsky
and choreography by George Balanchine.
The dance spotlights a tall female and her
dynamic partner, along with a female al-
ternate and her partner. The company's
eerie red and black backdrop focuses the
attention on the dancers. Natalie Hauser,
David Palmer and Sally Ann Isaacks gave
impassioned, well-executed performances
here.

While the first two acts were fairly tra-
ditional, the last act was thoroughly
modem. After yzt another intermission,
the company began its dynamic last act.

Modern ballet proved to be the com-
| pany’s strong suit as the dancers grace-
fully whirled through 10 short pieces, ably
| choreographed by resident choreographer/
‘ ballet master Jimmy Gamonet De Los

Heros. Most of the pieces had a definite
'30s feel; old-fashioned chairs were
among the props used. !

The exquisite costumes, designed by
Helen E. Rodgers, added a touch of
elegance o the act. Men in charcoal-gray
pants and suspenders danced side by side
with women in light, flowing chiffon in
blue, rose and peach.

Dancers Illiana Lopez, in black beaded
fringe, and Franklin Gamero, in black
pants, both offered solos as well as
| performing in four other dances apiece
within the act. Both proved that they are
easily among the company's most talented
dancers.

The Miami City Ballet’s combination
| of Balanchine-inspired precision, Latin
flavor and modern energy made the

| company a pleasure to watch.

Jello shakes media, politics,
satirically suggests changes

By Bryan Peterson
Staff Reporter

Jello Biafra took on society and politics
with humor, satire and criticism Thursday night
in the Nebraska Union, as a crowd of about 450
people laughed and cheered.

Biafra, the former singer for Dead Ken-
nedys, spokc for three hours to a crowd  that
was sometimes unsure where his satire ended
and a description of current political trends
began.

He condemned “‘a society in which we are
brought up to aspire to be spectators,” Biafra
said as he addressed music censorship, the
recent war in the gulf, the ongoing war on
drugs, and the role of the mass media in inform-
ing the public and instigating change.

Many of Biafra’s works, including “Pledge
of Allegiance™ and “Die For Oil, Sucker,” were
familiar to those who have heard Biafra's four
spoken word recordings, yet others were tai-
lored to his Nebraska audience.

Biafra also did much improvisation, re-
sponding to comments from the audience and
articles in news magazines. Atone point, Biafra
opened a pack of Desert Storm ubbie gum
cards and ridiculed their glossy view of “the
world’s first tabloid war, where no one dies,”
he said.

In the midst of his criticism, Biafra also was
careful to make suggestions for constructive
means of secking change, such as voling on
local ballot initiatives and actively supporting
music and book stores which carry items some

might consider to be obscene.

Biafra also was critical of the mass media,
claumng they only reinforce the status quo.

“Don’t hate the media; become the media,”
he suggested. “Have a liule fun each day,
monkey wrenching the New World Order,”
said Biafra. “Protest and resistance shouldn’t
be a grim struggle. No, no, it should be fun.”

Shortly before intermission, Biafra shifted
into a less serious vein, forecasting a “Desert
Storm of Islamic Speed Metal” led by the band
M&:ﬁnmnhhad , garbed in leather turbans adomed

spikes

Biafra then went through a familiar list of
possible band names: The Janitors of Anarchy,
Anchovy Smegma, Madonna Death Cult, and
The Lone Derangers.

After the intermission, Biafra’s tone shifted
again, as he focused on political issues with
impromptu comments.

Biafra referred 10 his own trial on obscenity
charges concerning a mster insert in the Dead
Kennedys “Frankenchrist” album and gave
extensive information about the continuing
efforts of Tipper Gore to label and restrict
music.

“Sex and love is not obscene,” said Biafra.
“What is obscene is intolerance.”

When the Nebraska Union’s midnight clos-
ing forced an end to his talk, Biafra
around one of his shoes to take a collection for
the No More Censorship Defense Fund, formed
during his obscenity trial. The Fund, based in
San Francisco, continues to distribute informa-
tion about censorship.

Annual jazz festival to celebrate
Earth Day and cultural diversity

By Andrea Christensen
Staff Reporter

The participants and planners of Jazzfest IV
will be waiching the skies anxiously this week-
end. They're nervous because the possibility of
rain would affect the annual event held out-
doors at the Pinewood Bowl.

Nebraska Wesleyan University student Laura
Kestner, who organized the event, said rain
affected last year’s turnout.

“Last year it rained and we had only one or
two hundred people. We're hoping Sunday
“"i.lé be nicer so we have a better turnout,” she
said.

The festival will feature four Nebraska jazz
ensembles. The 25-member Nebraska Wesleyan
jazz band will open with its traditional big band
sound. Then rock/jazz group Tuna Fish Jones
will take the stage, to be followed by the Guliza
Bros. of Omaha. The new age/jazz group Prime
Time will close the festival with performances
of several original pieces.

A professional stiltsman from Chicago and
several amateur jugglers will perform also.

“The festival should be a fun time for every-
one,” Kestner said. “We like to keep the festi-
val casual so people can play frisbee or talk

with friends and have the music in the back-
ground. " According 1o Nebraska Wesleyan
student Laird Ruth, the festival is also a cele-
bration of Earth Day.

“Jazzfest is being held the day before Earth
Day, and since the city isn’t doing much to
celebrate, we thought we would do something
special,” Ruth said.

According to Ruth, there will be about a
dozen environmental groups setting up booths
at the festival. The energy office will be giving
away f[ree seedlings and pamphlets on how 10
reduce home energy costs. The Lincoln Chil-
dren’s Zoo will give a rap presentation on
conservation and the group Recycle with Mi-
chael, which carries away recyclable materi-
als, will set up a promotional booth.

“The theme of Earth Day is not just environ-
mental,” Ruth said. “It's about respecting dif-
ferent cultures and parts of our world, t00. We
hope our displays will help people appreciate
that.”

Jazzfest IV will be held Sunday from 1 p.m.
10 4 p.m. at the Pinewood Bowl at Pioneers
Park. Admission is $1 or a can of food for the
local food bank. Frisbees will be given to the
first 100 people at the festival. Cotton candy

and snowcones will also be given away.
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