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Locking for a new hot spot? A
Spring Break delight? How about
white-sand beaches? Cows?

There’s a dreamy little spot about
30 minutes from campus that goes
by the moniker “Murdock.” Re-
plete with white sand beaches, there
are dozens of tiny little cottages,
each with a hell of a view.

A hellish

vacation

treasure:
Murdock

Seriously.

Rumor has it that hell lies about
5 1/2 miles south of Murdock.
Granted, it is on a different meta-
physical plane, butitis there. You
can feel the difference. Murdock’s
close proximity to hell makes an
obvious difference in its climate,
raising the annual average tem-

perature to about that of Phoenix,
Ariz.
Beaches do not play a major

role in the topography of Lincoin
anditssurmunfin vﬁ’:iniry.They
do in Murdock,
docile countryside alongside helds

ominating the

Actually, hell isn’t too far off.

Daily Nebraskan

of green grass.
ows graze on fields of green

grassatnightand spend theirdays
at the beach. Just as all good cows
should do. Occasionally they are
milked, as necessity merits.

Qutside of greater downtown
Murdock lies the Pond. Cleverly
named by now-dead town icon
John Smith, the Pond is surrounded
by beaches and rather tan cows
with attitudes. On a clear day —
which is quite often — you can see
Charon, gate-keeper of hell and a
really nice guy. He sort of floats
across the beautiful, crystal, still
pond. His pink boat is emblazoned
with the town saying across its
side:

“You can haveahell of a timein
Murdock.”

He usually waves a lot too, but
never throws candy.

Incidentally, did

you ever
wonder exact

where the phrase
“that’s a hell of a tan” originated?
Hell’s been around a long time.

A hell of a long time.

So has Murdock.

Murdock’s close proximitv to
hell may also give reason for the
longevity of the town'’s existence.
Murdock was founded in 1890 by
Mr. Murdoch — note the spelling.
Apparently a bureaucratic boo-boo
in the filing section accounts for
the name. Or a real selfless person.

Or a bad speller. ;

The population of Murdock is
240-245. In the summer, t;&)po u-
lation swells to almost L Col-
lege students come home to live

rasite-like off their parents.
F:rents likewise live parasite-like
off their children, busily violating
all sorts of child labor laws.

Murdock’s summertime popu-
lation glut makes parkinE a uni-
versity-sized problem. Luckily,
unlike Lincoln, Murdock doesn’t
have summer school.

A rather convincing selling
point, don’t you think?

I’'m not trying to sell you on
spending your summer there. Not
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Dairy Niceties, restsindowntown
Murdock and is open for five
minutesaday.Nooneever knows
what five minutes the “home of
neet Sweet compleet treets” will
be open. Mystery and luck are
Eart of the fun. Besides, we don't
ave a lottery.

Dairy Sweet’s owner, “Hal,”
deriveshisratherclever nickname
from his constant patter of nice-
ties.

“Oh Hal! Some son of a batch
left his tweezers by the blender
again!” or “You damn kids would
godirectly to Hal if | had anything
tosay about it! Do not pass go! Do
not collect 200 dallers!”

Hal tellslimericks for a quarter,
too.

And just think, Hal is only one
0f240-245 people. Thatleaves 239-
244 left to meet.

Murdock is its people. Its his-
tory is rich with them.

rom Maxine Cline’s book of
Murdock history:
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ull their father out into the rain.
?hey did and George Pickwell was
revived.

“With this experience in his
background, Gayle Pickwell, Ray’s
brother, became interested in
weather. He studied meteorology
and taught at San Jose State Col-
lege in California. Gayle Pickwell
(later) authored several books on
weather.”

In 1890, when the Burlington
Missouri River Railroad “came to
town,” it made the town. Burling-
ton sold land to investors and
farmers, issuing fliers ur_ﬁi‘nﬁlset-
tlers to come to the area. The fliers
read: “The earth here is kind; just
tickle her with a hoe and she laughs
with a harvest.”

Oh, yeah.

Check it out over break if you
get a chance. Beaches. Hal. Intelli-
ent ogragvhers. A good view of
Eel]. ows. What else could you
ask for?
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' Lincoln-bound?
' Videotapes await

the sad, lonely

As Scott and I drove up and
down % SLtEeet in my brown ‘81
Mazda we were constantl
harassed by short, ugly, c!an-l‘c‘I
haired guys with glasses. They
wanted us to drag race their
jacked-up Pintos.

“Let’s race, dirt ball,” they
s..aig‘;,r

e happily obli as we
reminiscegp about g;g.t high
school Spring Breaks, when we
didn’t have to worry about going
ona trip—because wecouldn't.
Our parents wouldn't let us leave
town.

55 mph, and through a red
light.

Our parents fooled us. They
told us we could §o on a trip if
we made it to college. We did,
but our parents knew we

4
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“I haven't seen a movie in a
long time,” Scoft said. “This store
has a great selection and the
prices are very reasonable —
almost sexy.”

“Scott, how can PRICESbe. .

sexy?” “Flowers are sel\)z, laced

.

Regular movies were $1.99
overnight. Blockbusters Videos,
140 N. 48th St. is more expen-
sive, so | made the right choice.

In the past I had seen many
horrible movies, so I had to
compile a list of unwatchable
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