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Regents OK 
UNO, UNK 
salary hikes 
By Dionne Searcey 
Staff Reporter 

The NU Board of Regents ap- 
proved salary raises for faculty 
at the University of Nebraska 

at Omaha and the future University of 
Nebraska at Kearney on Saturday, 
despite uncertainty about how they 
will be paid. 

The collec- 
tive bargaining 
union at UNO 
requested a 6.5 
percent raise and 
the UNK union 
requested a 8.7 
percent yearly 
increase in salaries for the 1991-93 
biennium. The board voted to accept 
the offers. 

The raises must be paid under the 
contract even if the Legislature does 
not appropriate money to cover them. 
NU faces cutting programs or increas- 
ing tuition to come up with the money 
for the raises. 

Each university based the amount 
of the increases on comparable sala- 
ries of peer institutions. 

Bob Young, faculty senate presi- 
dent at Kearney State College, said 
UNK’s request only would bring its 
pay scales up to the average level of 
peer institution salaries. 

John Russell, NU assistant vice 
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Tracey Cuban, a sophomore political science major from the UNO and a novice fencer, warms up for the saber competition 
during the UNL-sponsored fencing tournament Saturday at the East Campus Activities Building. Cuban said she likes the 
saber event because she can handle the speed and the power from her wheelchair. She started fencing in January. 

Official voices disapproval of proposed budget 
By Dionne Searcey 
Staff Reporter 

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln Aca- 
demic Senate president told the NU Board 
of Regents on Saturday he is “deeply 

distressed” by the university’s budget as pro- 
posed by a legislative 
committee. 

James McShane said 
salary raises as proposed 
in a preliminary report by 
the Nebraska Legislature’s 
Appropriations Commit- _I 
tee would force programs 
to be cut. 

The proposed budget would increase NU 
faculty salaries by about 4 percent in each year 
of the 1991-1993 biennium. In recent years, 

faculty salaries had been increasing more than 
10 percent. 

“Any salary raise that comes in the budget 
as proposed by the Appropriations Committee 
beyond a half percent must come from reduc- 
ing programs,” he said, including cuts in the 
number of people and equipment. 

Yet, “we went through the Dust Bowl de- 
pression without cutting programs,” he said. 

McShanc said many faculty members are 
not “satisfied to reduce programs. 

“There’s not fat in the budget to cut out.” 
And if the budget were approved, he said, 

the cuts would be permanent. 
McShanc said that if the budget were passed, 

the university would be S54 million behind — 

the difference between the Appropriations 
Committee’s proposed budget and what NU 

needs to continue its current level of operation. 
Research also would be hurt, he said, caus- 

ing a “brain drain.” 

“Our research center at UNL is the only one 
in the state. If we sap it, we have none. Then our 

brightest will go elsewhere,” McShane said. 
Regent Rosemary Skrupa said McShanc’s 

comments were pessimistic and he had “painted 
a frightening picture,” since the budget has not 

yet been finalized. 
In other business, the regents: 
• Heard a report about a “phased” retire- 

ment plan. The voluntary plan would allow 
faculty members ages 55-65 to reduce their 
workloads 50 percent. After seven years they 
would have to retire. The board will vote on 

approving the plan at its April meeting. 
• Voted to allow a non-voting student re- 

gent from the future University of Nebraska at 

Kearney to serve on the board. 
• Listened to a proposal that would allow 

the Keamcy Department of Nursing to be part 
of the University of Nebraska Medical Center. 
The board also will act on this item in April. 

• Approved incorporation of UN K graduate 
programs into the NU graduate studies pro- 
gram. 

• Approved a bid of $140,679 to remodel 
the Walter Scott Engineering Center. 

• Approved a $75,000 expenditure for 
additional lighting in parking lots on the UNL 
City Campus. McShanc said the added lighting 
“meets the needs by campus security and gets 
away from what’s been called ‘rape lots.’” 

• Approved a 6.7 percent increase in 
room and board rates for UNK’s residence 
halls. 

T.A. fluency addressed 
By Dionne Searcey 
Staff Reporter 

Students 
who diagnose their pro- 

fessors as not fluent in English 
may have a case of ethnocen- 

trism, a University of Nebraska-Lin- 
coln administrator told the NU Board 
of Regents on Saturday. 

Stan Liberty, interim vice chan- 
cellor for academic affairs, said 
Nebraska has focused on the issue 
because the state is not very cultur- 
ally diverse. 

Board of Regents members said 
they have received numerous com- 

plaints from students who say they 

cannot understand foreign teaching 
assistants. One state senator, Rex 
Haberman of Imperial, also has re- 
ceived complaints, prompting him to 
introduce a bill in the Nebraska Leg- 
islature to require that instructors be 
fluent in English. 

Liberty said administrators at many 
universities receive similar complaints 
from students. Some of these com- 

plaints have racial undertones, he said. 
Sometimes a freshman will take 

lecture classes with a T.A. from a 

foreign country and the T.A.’ s accent 
can “block learning” initially, Lib- 
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Knowledge of Beadle funding urged 
By Dionne Searcey 
Staff Reporter 

In NU regent Saturday urged 
that the public be notified that 
funding for the proposed 

George W. Beadle Center for Genet- 
ics and Biomaterials Research is not 

entirely state-supported. 
Regent Chuck Wilson of Lincoln 

said Nebraskans might be worried 
about the University of Nebraska 
spending $37 million to construct a 
research center when the proposed 
state budget would cause the univer- 
sity to make $54 million in program 
cuts. 

Irv Omtvedt, vice chancellor for 
the Institute of Agriculture and Natu- 
ral Resources at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, said funds for the 
center would come from federal grants 
and state taxes earmarked for capital 
construction projects. 

Federal grants would provide $17.7 
million for construe lion of the Beadle 
Center if matched by state funds to- 

talling $6 million. 

NU President Marlin Masscngalc 
said Nebraskans should be supportive 
of constructing the center because it 
could turn into a $ 100-billion indus- 
try producing spin-off companies. 

Omtvcdt said state senators were 

“very supportive of the concept of the 
Beadle Center.” 

He said concerns raised by U.S. 
Sen. Bob Kerrey, D-Ncb., should be 
addressed. Last week, Kerrey recom- 
mended the Beadle project be down- 
sized because of the current economic 
climate. 

Kerrey is worried that “the win- 
dow of opportunity is rapidly clos- 
ing,” Omtvcdt said, so plans should 
be finalized this year. 

He also said Kerrey expressed 
concern about the overall cost of the 
project, not just the initial S23.7 mil- 
lion that it would lake to construct the 
center. 

Omtvcdt said the total cost is pro- 
jected to be about S37 million. This 
amount includes money to build a 
boiler and a chiller, he said. 

The extra money to build the boiler 

and other items is needed and other 
buildings on campus than the Beadle 
Center could use them, he said. 

Omtvedt also answered questions 
that have been raised about the Beadle 
Center’s location, which would be 
21st and Vine streets near the City 
Campus and not near IANR on East 
Campus. 

“I can’t make a strong case for it 
being on one campus or another. Thai’s 
why it will be on the edge of the City 
Campus,” he said. 

He said the center is more conven- 

iently located near the College of 
Engineering and Technology on City 
Campus. 

‘‘More research results can be put 
into the hands of users,” he said. ‘‘By 
bringing in the chemical engineering 
department with biochemistry, we have 
a unique combination.” 

The center will be located on a 
flood plain if it is constructed at the 
Vine Street location, he said, but it 
will meet construction requirements 
similar to those followed when other 
NU facilities arc built on flood plains. 


