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Coordinator clarifies comment

I would like 1o clarify my com-
ments from Mark Georgef('s article
of enuitled “*Study reveals discrimi-
nation’" (DN, Junc 14).

My comments to Mark discussed
the fact that there is a brilliant and
diverse pool of potential female can-
didates that could be recruited w UNL.
lindicated that I felt there were some
barriers preventing women and people
of color form coming to UNL and that
was evidenced by the commission's
finding that we are not retaining many
of the qualified women we attract o
this university. These comments in
no way indicate that I feel the women
and le of color at UNL are not
ualified. On the contrary, | find that
the few women and people of color

we have in the faculty and staff pool
are extremely qualified and talented.
I hope that we can remove some of

the barriers and continue o attract
such outstanding people to UNL,

Another comment | made concerned
the institutional responsibility to equal
education for all, | commented that it
was the university's responsibility o
recruit a diverse pool of faculty and
staff to provide a rich and diverse
educational experience for all stu-
dents and to provide a gquality educa-
tional experience for our increasingly
diverse student population,

I hope that the UNL administra-
tion will pay attention to this impor-
tant report and not only actively re-
cruit women and people of color, but
do the follow-up work to remove the
barriers that exist.

Gina Matkin
coordinator
Women's Resource Center
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WE RE TRACKING THE FLAG BURNER,
A CRAFTY | YET DANGEROUS
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Language can cause trouble

Wichita anti-nude dancing law reminds us of animal instincts

Z{

hey say language is whai seis us

apart from the animals. We can

talk to each other, We can write
to cach other. But all those animals
can do is thump their feet or prick up
their ears when it looks like trouble.
We speak, and we can process ab-
stract ideas; therefore, we are civi-
lized.

But sometimes our language gelts
us in trouble. Some people use lan-
guage in order to be more like the
animals. Some people in our country
have the gall to speak languages we
aren’t familiar with, and such people
are therefore animals.

Some peoplic misuse language.
When this happens, as it did in Wic-
hita this week, it becomes clear that
we are all animals.

Elephant secals.

A couple of weecks ago, the Wic-
hitacity council approved a new anti-
nude dancing law. It was intended to
outlaw all nude dancing, but a miss-
ing comma in the statute set the town
abuzz.

The law was supposed to ban any
form of nude dancing in a “‘drinking
cstablishment, hotel,"* bul, stripped
of its comma, the clause read, **drink-
ing establishment hotel.”” Because of
that error, drinking establishments
which were nothotels were fair game.
Wichitans demanded and publicans
supplied.

Then the city announced that the
law would be reworded correctly this
week, and there was a record stam-
pede 1o the strip joints for one last
ing.

The way I ligurce it, human citics
arc just like elephant seal colonics,

Elephant scals hive for food, sex
and reproduction.Humans live for
family and intelicctual achievement:
family because we like the idea of
nurturing children and shaping them
in our own image, and intellectual
achievement because it's a good way
to get what the clephant seals have.

The human manager of one Wic-
hita bar, which had never before had

any type of dancers, said she was
shipping in male strippers from Den-
ver for the occasion. She said it was
only fair that women get to see a little
something, 100. | agree, but offer this
as proof that men are not the only
animals in this species.

Brandon
Loomis

The euphoria in Wichita was such
that a local disc jockey was following
the trend and preparing io do his late
shift in the nude. Thisproves a couple
of things. First, our brains, while
somewhat advanced above those in
the ugly animals we evolved from,
are far from refined or even civilized
when you compare them (o that uﬁly
E.T. thing. Second, it is clear that
humans, or disc jockeys, are nothing
more than primales sitting behind and
operating cxpensive technical devices
built by corporations backed by thou-
sands of a[;)parcmly civilized stock-
holders. But the stockholders in
Wichita, like hycnas or, say, Saint
Bernards, flock to the dance shows.

One Wichita bar owner said he
might keep offering a nude show to
patrons and challenge the city law in
court under the First Amendment,
From this, I infer that the only real
difference between humans and ani-
mals is that where animals either kill
other animals or let them do the things
that turn them on, humans take their
disputes o court and rely on 200-
year-old documents 1o preserve their
right 10 be twmed on,

But what of the people who pass
the civil laws which make us Civi-
lized? Are city council members the
only humans who are not animals?
Do they, in their benevolence, make
it their lifelong goal 1o get the rest of
us out of the Cro-Magnon stage”?

No, city council members are the
bull elephant seals of our colony.

Bull elephant seals just don’t like
to share. When they see another, infe-
rior bull approaching a cow that they
have designs on, they charge, and the
two males begin ramming their chests
into cach other and Rmducing mntimi-
dating snorts by echoing their trum-
peting trunks in their wide open mouths.
In the end, the inferior or younger
bull submits and flops off with his
trunk between his flippers.

In rare cases, the winner’s success
in combat doesn’t spill over into the
next attempted conquest. Even so,
the bull has made sure that if he can't
have it, no one will.

Many animals perform this rital.
Bighorn sheep do it. Baboons do it
Even humans do it, though with a bit
less gusto now that we have handgun
laws,

City council members, if they value
their jobs, will not be seen watching
the male strippers from Denver. If
they can't do it, they sufe won't want
anyone else 0. Hence, civilization.

Last week, while sitting in the
break room of the blue-collar busi-
ness which pays me subsistence wages,
I overheard a man asking a colleague
for a cigaretie.

“I'll bend over and Kiss your ass
‘11l you bark like a registered fox-
hound if you'll give me one of them,
he said,

Smoking is a physical urge. While
otheranimals don’t smoke cigarciies,
we generally consider physical urges
to be representatives of the animal in
us.

So, what separates us from the
animals? It sreally pretty simple, We
usc devices like comic wit, or at least
perversity, to satisfy our animal in-
suncts in a round-about way.

And | would have been only slightly
surprised had the man actually barked
like a registered foxhound,

Loomis is a senior news-editorial major
und the Summer Daily Nebraskan editorial
cilumnist.




