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WHO estimates AIDS
to be more widespread

WASHINGTON (AP) - Rapid
spread of the AIDS virus in develop-
ing countries means the disease will
be more widespread in the next cen-
tury than previously thought, the World
Health Organization said Tuesday.

The current projection that up to
20 million people will have been in-
fected by 2000 also is expected to be
pushed up by a rise in heterosexual
transmission of the diseasc in indus-
trialized countrics, said Michael
Merson, director of the WHO Global
Programme on AIDS.

“Itis very unlikely that the global
prevalence of HIV infection will sta-
bilize or level off for at least several
decades,’’ he said.

WHO estimates that 6 million to 8
million people worldwide have been
infected with the human immunode-
ficiency virus, or HIV, that causes
AIDS.

WHO considers its forecast that
15 million to 20 million people will
be infected by the umn of the century
to be a minimum estimate, and new
projections won't be ready until late
this year or 1991, Merson said.

‘“The global balance of HIV infec-
tion is rapidly tipping toward the
developing countries,”” Merson said
in an interview,

“‘In 1985, somewhere around S50
percent of the world total infections,
we estimated, were in developing
countrics. But now we estimate that
by the year 2000, 75 to 80 percent will
be in developing countries and by the
year 2010 as much as 90 percent,”” he
said,

“In addition, if HIV infections

increasc rapidly in Asia and Latin
America, as they did in Africa, then
the current projections of 15 to 20
million . . . will need to be revised
significantly upward,"” he said.

Merson declined to estimate how
high the projection could go.

The virus is spread mainly by sexual
contact, needles or syringes shared by
drug abusers, infected blood and blood
products, and by pregnant women to
their babies.

In the United States, most of the
people with AIDS have been homo-
sexual men and intravenous drug users.

However, Merson said that in in-
dustrialized countries such as the
United States, with inner city poverty
and high rates of intravenous drug use
and sexually transmitted diseases,
heterosexual transmission is increas-
ing, he said. Spread of the AIDS virus
is more likely when a sexually trans-
mitted disease with open sores is
present.

About 60 percent of HIV infec-
tions worldwide have resulted from
heterosexual intercourse, but by the
turn of the century, that proportion is
expected Lo rise as high as 80 percent,
Merson said.
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guidelines for a transition that will
make the college part of the state
university system by July 1, 1991,

““I look forward 1o a very har-
monious transfer,”” Regents Chair-
man Don Blank said. “‘By July 1,
1991, this will have happened,” so
it’s important to work fast, he said.

Seven of the eight voting mem-
bers of the regent board attended
and five of the seven trustees planned
to attend.

The Nebraska Legislatre passed
alaw in 1989 calling for the transi-
tion. The transfer's constitutional-

drafted a joint resolution to be
considered by both boards this
month,

The resolution pledges a spirit
of cooperation and outlines a tran-
sition oversite commitiee, LaGreca
said,

Blank said he expects formal
action on the transition to be taken
by both boards when they meet
separately.

Trustees will meet Thursday and
Friday in Lincoln. Regents are
scheduled to meet June 22-23 in
Lincoln,
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w 0hSummer Fashions!!

SAVE 35%-60%!

THE FASHION COMPANY BUYERS RETURNED FROM THE MARKETS
WITH SUPER BUYS ON SUMMER FASHIONS AT PRICES
YOU WILL LOVE! HERE ARE JUST A FEW! THERE'S MORE!

SAVE 40%!

(SAVE 35% wmese:

CHEROKEE
PRINTED KNIT_TOPS

Compare o §16

HONTER'S RUN
i i 5999

PRINTED RAYON PANTS

16
Compare o $32

SAVE 50%!

UNION BAY
BELTED SHORTS

S L

SAVE 45%morer

OUTBACK * RED
RAYON SKORTS

$199%

Compare o $39

EAST SOUTH
LINCOLN LINCOLN

66th & Q St S0, 46th & Hwy. 2
(Acrass lrom Chi-Chi's)  (Briarhurst Cenier)

HOURS. HOURS

Mon -Fri 10 am-8 pm Mon -Fri 10 am 9 pm

DESIGNER AND NAME BRAND FASHIONS FOR LESS!!
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10 am-G pm
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