
Mutual funds 4wise’ investment 
Financial consultant says graduates should consider investments 

By Julie Naughton 
Senior Reporter_ 

Graduating seniors interested in 
the investment market should con- 

sider mutual funds, said Craig Hundt, 
financial consultant for the invest- 
ment firm of Shearscn Lehman Hut- 
ton, 206 S. 13th St. 

Although equities offer the high- 
est rate of return, he said, the safest 
bet for recent graduates are mutual 
funds. Mutual funds require a rela- 
tively low investment and offer di- 
versification and professional man- 

agement, Hundt said. 
Recent graduates also should keep 

about three months of “emergency 
money” in a savings account, Hundt 
said. Once a student has that amount 
of money in savings, he or she should 
consider putting money in other types 
of investments that yield higher than 
regular saving accounts. 

A graduate’s minimum investment 
at a larger investment firm would be 
about $500, Hundt said, because there 
is a high cost for the investment firm 
involved. 

“It used to be, in the early days, 
that you could buy 10 shares of this or 
15 shares of that,” Hundt said. “The 
market is no longer like that.” 

The minimum number of shares 
has gone up, and the price of doing 
business has gone up 

T .undl explained 
“The cost of trading won’t allow a 

major firm to do small trades,” he 
said. “For that reason, most major 
firms, including Shearson, cannot open 

an account with an investment of less 
than $500.” 

Hundt said both the major firms 
and discount brokerage houses re- 
quire an investment of about $500. 
Unlike investment houses, discount 
brokerages will buy stocks, but the 
customers must do his or her own 
research. In a full-service investment 
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If you 're going to be 
a serious investor, 
you will lose money. 
• But you must be 
willing to stick with 
it. 

Hundt 
financial consultant 
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firm such as Shcarson Lehman Hut- 
ton, an investment consultant will 
take care of these matters. 

Hundt said the minimum ticket 
price for a full-service investment 
firms is about $50 while the mini- 
mum ticket price for a discount bro- 
kerage is about $35. 

The accounts that offer the best 
yields, Hundt said, are foreign closed- 
end trusts. For instance, one called 
the Mexico fund yielded more than 
400 percent of the original invest- 
ment over four years. 

However, Hundt said these trusts 
are not the safest place for a new 

graduate to place his or her money. 
Mutual funds, he said, are much safer. 

Hundt said that in the last 10 years, 
the top mutual funds have averaged a 
rate of return of 20 percent or more. 
However, he warns, this rate is not a 

guaranteed one for the future. 
Another wise investment for gradu- 

ating seniors, Hundt said, would be 
certificates of deposit, or CDs. He 
said CDs can be short- or long-term 
investments. 

“Major league” growth funds 
proven, name-brand funds — usually 
require a minimum investment of $500 
and contin ued deposits. These depos- 
its can range from $50 to $500 or 
more, Hundt said. 

“A disciplined graduate could open 
an account and put in $200 each month. 
That would be an optimal investment 
situation,” he said. 

But, Hundt said, graduates must 
have patience to put money in invest- 
ment securities. 

“The key is discipline,” Hundt 
said. “Most people don’t have the 
patience. They put money in, and 
when they see that the market is clown, 
they pull their money out. But if the 
market is up, they don’t get out and 
take their profit.” 

Hundt said experience is the best 
teacher. 

“If you’re going to be a serious 
investor, you will lose money. I’ve 
lost my own money in the market. 
But you must be willing to stick with 
it.” 
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university, to a side of it I hadn’t 
seen before. 

Finally, I came far enough back 
to reach a particular room in a par- 
ticular basement, full of familiar 
typewriters and unfamiliar faces. 
Through an act of kindness, I found 
my way back to the printed page. I 
was given a reason to sit down once 

a week and write. 
Gradually, itgave me back some 

self-respect. A simple requirement. 
‘‘A poor thing, but mine own,” to 

quote a friend. But it has made the 
difference. 

This small business, this call for 
60 lines once a week, has pierced 
inward darkness and through this 
pinprick has become a camera ob- 
scura look at what lies outside, a 

notion of where I would like to be. 
It would not have come to me, I 
think, in the halls of the dusty li- 
braries my former path of least 
resistance was leading me to. 

In some ways, it is as if the cere- 

mony last spring never happened. 
Last week, tucked in the comer of a 

jewelry box, I ran across the honors 
medallion I wore; the same day, the 
headline on my column referred to 

me as “graduating.” 
The year has been painful emo- 

tionally, difficult financially, but 
satisfying inwardly. The untidy stack 
of yellowing newsprint cluttering 
the footlocker in my room means 

as much to me as the sheet of uni- 
versity bond handsomely mounted 
in its red folder they handed to me 

last spring. 
The decision not to take the ob- 

vious path was not an easy one to 
make nor an easy one to live with; 
some would see it as an avoidance 
of a decision. But I am no longer 
plunging ahead without questions. 
I’m not running scared; neither am 
I standing still. 

The woman in the robe still is 
with me, but we travel together 
now, instead of one fleeing the other. 
Where we will go from here re- 
mains to be seen. All I know is that 
I don’t have any more doubts or 

regrets about where I’ve been. 

GET AN EARLY START ON 
YOUR CAREER 
Be a Kelly' temporary employee! You’ll gain 
valuable work experience while you earn money 
for school. And you’ll have a flexible schedule, so 

there’s still plenty of time for fun. 
• Secretaries • Warehouse Workers 
• PC/Word Processor • Product Demonstrators 

Operators • Lab Technicians 
• Accounting Clerks 
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Dress for Success 

Dressing for success is important 
L whether you're dressing for an 

J important interview or for an 

W important social date, you 
^ need to look your best. Fashion II 

accepts only high quality clothes 
on a consignment basis. 

BRING IN YOUR STUDENT 
l.D. FOR 10% OFF! 

Hours: 10-5:30 M-F, 10-7:30 Th, 
10-4 Sat. 

33rd & Pioneers 483-1324 
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Think. 

At least once more before you graduate. 
Were sorry wc had So use the "T" word right before finals, but now 

that you're going to graduate, applying what you've learned is 

only logical. A smart step would be to step into an Oldsniobilc. 
Williamson Oldsniobilc is offering college graduates special GMAC 

financing on all new Oldsmobilcs + a S600 rebate. 

In addition, if you finance the car with GMAC your first payment is 
not due for 90 days from the date of purchase. No payment until July! 

Also available are special $600 incentives for qualified buyers 
on 1990 models. Show off your smarts by checking out 

William son Oldsmob i le. 

All tenns are subject to finance approval. 

Olds I 
21 st & N Lincoln 437-1200 
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