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observations or events and an at- 

tempt to obtain the best possible 
data and information about those 
events. 

“A long history of scientific in- 
vestigation over the last 80 years 
has in general failed to substantiate 
these kinds of claims,’’Jensen said. 

“The pattern is that mysteries 
ordinarily evaporate with full sci- 
entific investigation. A ghost in the 
attic turns out to be a raccopn or 
special powers the result of chican- 
ery.” 

When claims of unexplained 
phenomena are made, Jensen points 
to a need for investigation by those 
with knowledge in the appropriate 
subject area, such as a physicist or 
an expert in visual perception, rather 
than those who are merely inter- 
ested in the phenomena. 

“If there are real abilities we 

want to know about them, but only 
through careful scientific investiga- tion, not accepting claims which 
arc investigated partially or unsys- 
tematically,” said Jensen. 

Jensen himself has investigated claims of unexplained phenomena 
and supernatural abilities. He de- 
scribed one such investigation 
concerning a student who believed 
he could control the weather. 

“We set up a randomized series 
of heatings and coolings for him to 
change the weather a few degrees 
above or below normal,” he said. 
“After a week without success, he 
decided he did not have time for 
the experiment.” 

Jensen said the problem with 
many claims of the paranormal is 
that there is no mechanism for 
them to occur. Most scientific phe- 
nomena have mechanisms which 
are in principle understood, but 
that is not the case for many claimed 
paranormal phenomena, he said. 

“Skepticism is especially great 

for such events that appear to be 
impossible,” Jensen said. “I don’t 
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mean to offend people who be- 
lieve, but it is terribly easy to mis- 

perceive or misevaluate the evi- 
dence of our senses.” 

Jensen said the skeptical ap- 
proach has a long history of recog- 
nizing characteristics of the “lay 
mind,” or an unsophisticated ap- 
proach to knowledge, which en- 

courages acceptance of the.se ideas. 
Some of these events involve 

abnormal physiological and psy- 
chological phenomena not super- 
normal,” he said. “There are expe- riences which can be misinterpreted 
as being ‘out there,’ which are really 
occurring inside the brain.” 

Jensen teaches a summer read- 
ing course whose purpose is to 
“introduce students to the modern 
skeptical point-of-view described 
in such publications as paranor- 
mal.” 

“Parapsychology: A Skeptical 
Perspective (Psychology 298x)” uses 
texts by James Randi, Terence Hines 
and Andrew Neher to explore 
modern psychological perspectives 
on the paranormal. 

Jensen also has recently contrib- 
uted an article, “Pathologies of 
Science, Precognition and Modern 
Psychophysics,” to The Skeptical 
Inquirer, the official journal of The 
Committee for the Scientific Inves- 
tigation of Claims of the Paranor- 
mal. 

The committee is described by 
Jensen as “an organization made 
up of prominent scientists, writers, and philosophers dedicated to ra- 
tional and scientific study of claims 
and reports of the sort,” which was 
found in last week’s Diversions. 

Such publications provide a 
balance to claims of paranormal 
phenomena found in the popular 
press, according to Jensen, who 
sees a need for “careful, scientific 
analysis of events and their rational 
explanation.” 

“There is not a single, simple 
explanation but there are multiple, 
natural explanations for the bulk of 
what is represented as fTl 
supernatural,’’Jensen said. LU 
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• 

NEW 
HOME 

THEATER! 
• 

NEW CAR 
ROOMS! 

• 

MUCH, 
MUCH 
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From Sony — starting at under $150 
From Denon — starting at under $230 
From Yamaha — starting at under $250 
From Technics — 5-disc changer with 
remote control under $250 
From Mitsubishi — up to 50% off 
From Sony ES — under $300 

The finest 
selection 
in the State! 

Save on Bose, Klipsch, 
Phase Technology, 
Polk Audio, Technics, 
Yamaha, KEF and more. 

Floor standing, bookshelf, 
in wall, 3 piece and more. 
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Carver — separate amps starting 
under $300! 
All Sony Receivers specially priced 
All Sony ES Receivers specially priced 
Yamaha Receivers save up to 40%! 
All Yamaha Surround Decoders, digital 
sound processing on sale! 

Single well, double well, auto reverse, 

3-head, Dolby B, Dolby C, Hx Pro. A 

great selection from Sony, Technics, 
Yamaha, Sony ES, Denon and Mit- 
subishi all at our best prices ever! 
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You won't find a better selection of Cor Stereo anywhere in 
the Mid V/est! 

Cur CD's? Check this out! 
From Sony, the CDXR/7 AM/FM CD Hayer List $599 95 
Sole Price $399.99 
From Pioneer, the DFH55 AM/FM CD with 4 channels of 
amplification List S720.00 
Sole Price $429.99 
From Alpine, our #1 selling car CD ond probably #1 in the 
whole country $499.99 
Plus, we have a great selection of portable CD's from Sony 
and Technics that work greet in the car Starting at 
under $170. 
AM/FM In Dash Cassettes 
For example, Coustk RX503 — Auto reverse, separate bass 
and treble, 4-way fade List $139.99 
Sale $69.99 
Coustk RX504 some os the RX503 plus Dolby ond high power 
List $174.99 Sole $89.99 
Great buys on Alpine Stereo 
AH Yamaha Car AM/FM Cassettes and Car Speakers are 

clearance prked at prices too low to print! 
Most Pioneer car stereo is clearance priced. 
lots of great buys on Sony Cor os well 
If you ore looking for any car stereo do not miss this sole! 

Sony Video Tape $2.99 
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