
Sooners begin new era as season opens 
A new era in Oklahoma football 

begins on Saturday, and even Sooner 
coach Gary Gibbs is excited. 

Gibbs admitted Thursday that he 
was looking forward to Oklahoma’s 
season-opening contest against New 
Mexico State. The reasons for his 
anxiety are many he wants to show 
the world that Oklahoma football can 
survive without Switzer, he wants to 
show everyone that the Sooners’ off- 
field problems are behind them and 
he wants to beat Nebraska. 

Gibbs is approaching his first sea- 
son as Oklahoma’s coach with a win- 
at-all-cosls attitude. He said he will 
not be satisfied if the Sooners lose 
three to four games like they are pro- 
jected to. 

“I have been asked whether I 

would be happy with an 8-3 or 7-4 
season in light of all the turmoil that 
has surrounded our program. My 
answer has been ‘absolutely not,’” 

Gibbs said. ‘‘We plan to win every 
game. Losses are a fact of life and we 

may lose some, but I guarantee we 
will never take the field with any 
other attitude than planning to win.” 

Several Sooner players echoed 
Gibbs’ thoughts. They said they are 

ready to prove Oklahoma is not a 
bunch of crazed rebels who arc 

known as much for their brushes with 
the law as they are for their football 
talents. 

Last winter, the entire Oklahoma 
football program came under close 
scrutiny when five Sooners were ar- 

rested for a variety of offenses. The 
NCAA then slapped the Sooners with 
a two-year probation that will keep 
them out of the bowls and off national 
television this season. 

But despite all their problems, 
Oklahoma offensive tackle Mark 
VanKeirsbilck said the Sooners are 

ready to put their woes behind them. 
“Hopefully, with the beginning of 

a new season, we can put all of that 
adversity behind us,” VanKeirsbilck 
said. ‘I know the players and the fans 
are ready for that to happen.” 

Oklahoma defensive tackle Scott 
Evans said the Sooners also are ready 

to show that they are still the same 
dominant team that defeated Ne- 
braska four out of the last five years. 

“All of us are anxious to prove 
that Oklahoma w i 11 be the same Okla- 
homa we have always been,” Evans 
said. “It seems everyone is sayirj 
Oklahoma is down and not a ve/y 
good team. We arc eager to prove that 
is not the case.” 

Oklahoma’s success this season 
will depend largely on quarterback 
Steve Collins, a redshirt freshman 
who is being asked to direct the Soon- 
ers’ new I-formation attack. Collins’ 
supporting cast is strong tailback 
Mike Gaddis and ful Iback Leon Perry 
comprise a backfield that is the Big 
Eight’s best but Oklahoma must 
receive production from its quarter- 
back in order to win. 

Gibbs said he has confidence in 

Collins and the entire Oklahoma 
squad. He said the Sooners arc in a 

position to control their own destiny. 

“If we can stay healthy, we can be 
a very good team,” Gibbs said. I 

think our defense will be better than a 

year ago and I feel our offense will 

respond to the changes we have 
made.” 

Oklahoma defensive back Kevin 
Thompson said defense — plus a non- 

conference schedule that includes 
Baylor, Arizona and Texas in addi- 
tion to New Mexico State -- could pul 
the Sooners in position for a national 
championship. 

‘Our schedule will allow not only 
us, but everyone, a chance to see how 
good we are,” Thompson said, “and 
determine if we will play for the Big 
Eight and national championship.” 
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SIGN UP WITH US, 
AND WE LL SIGN OFF ON 

YOUR LOAN. 
Just because you graduated from college doesn’t 

mean you have to graduate into debt. Erase your college 
debt with the Army’s Loan Repayment Program. 

Each year you serve as a solaicr, the Army will 
reduce your college debt by V3 or $1,500, whichever 
amount is greater. So after serving just 3 years, your col- 
lege loan will be completely paid off. 

'fou’re eligible for this program with a National 
Direct Student Loan, or a Guaranteed Student Loan, or 

a Federally Insured Student Loan made after October 1, 
1975. And the loan can’t be in default. 

And just because you’ve left college, don’t think 
you’ll stop learning in the Army. Our skill training 
offers a wealth of valuable high-tech, career-oriented 
skills. So sign up. And watch us sign off. Find out more 

by calling your local Army Recruiter. 

475-8561 or 483-2221 in Lincoln 

ARMY. BEAU YOU CAN BE. 
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DEVANEY CENTER 

Reserved Tickets available at 

Nebraska Union, Younkers, and all Ticketmaster Locations 

or Charge by Phone: 402-475-1212 
A d&N/ JedmUPC PRODUCTION 

FALL 

When you can’t arrange class and 
work schedules that work together, 

UNL’s Independent Study program may be 
the answer. You study at your own pace 
and take exams when you are ready. There 
are more than 70 credit courses 

available...and there is never a conflict with 
work or other classes! 

■ Take 12 months to complete if 

necessary 
■ Earn full credit for your courses 

■ Learn from UNL faculty 
Call 472-1926 for details NOW! 
UNL Independent Study rhlirU^ 
Division of Continuing Studies 
Nebraska Center. Room 269 tlVlf fit VOUT 
East Campus. 33rd & Holdrege « / ■ 

Lincoln NE 68583-0900 SCHedUle 
UNI is a rondiscrimindtory institution 

Are You Losing | 
Money On Your I 

Checking Account? I 
You're not getting the most for your money if 

you're not earning interest on your checking account 

or if you're still paying to write and order checks. B 

At First Commerce Savings, you'll receive: 

•INTEREST PAID on Student Accounts. 
•NO Minimum Balance Requirement 

(However, $1(X) initial balance required to B 
open the account.) 

• FREE introductory standard order. 
• 24 Hour Access with your First Commerce Card. if 
•FDIC insured up to $1(X),(XX). 
•Student I.D. required. 

Stop in today or call one of our three convenient locations. S 

First Commerce I 
HBSavings I 
South Downtown East 

483-2868 474-5331 467-4411 
40th & South 11th & P 66th &0 

MEMBER ■ 
A First Commerce Industrial Loan &. Investment Company FDIC 1 


