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Blast injures one

UNL cleans explosion mess

By Sara Bauder
Staff Reponer

fficials are still working to

clean up traces of radiation

and chemicals in a lab where a
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
graduate student was injured by an
explosion July 12 at 2:3& a.m.

Sheng Shijie received a cut on her
chin and got radiation in her hair
while conducting an experiment in-
volving radioactive maiterials in
Hamilton Hall.

Sheng was otherwise uninjured
because of the precautionary meas-
ures she had taken, according to
Larry Grimm, UNL radiation safety
officer.

Grimm said Sheng was wearing a
lab coat, gloves, a lead apronm,
goggl&s and a mask.

‘“She was well protected,”’ he
said.

Grimm said the radiation in the
experiment was not as dangerous as
the chemical. The radiation came
from carbon-14, which Grimm said
gives off very little radiation,

Grimm said it was the chemical,
not the radiation, that set off the ex-
plosion.

George Sturgeon, vice chairman
of the chemistry department, said the
chemical Sheng was using is very
touchy and unpredictable. Called

diazomethane, the chemical can be
set off by scraiches on the glass of a
beaker, he said.

Swrgeon said that although the
diazomethane had been stored for
about two , there is no scientific
evidence that its age was a factor in
the explosion,

Sheng contaminated both the hall
and the women's bathroom on the 7th
floor of Hamilton after the explosion.

Grimm said he already has
cleaned the hall and bathroom of
radiation. He said he will clean the
contaminated lab as soon as he re-
turns from a conference in Colorado.

"'We have a big mess to clean up
and it will take a couple of weeks to
do it,”’ he said.

Grimm said one problem with
cleaning up the radiation comes from
contradicting information about what
cleaning products to use. He said
clean-up crews must avoid using
cleaning products that will react
negatively with the chemical,

After the explosion, Sheng was
taken to Lincoln General Hospital
where she tried to wash the radiation
out of her hair. She was unsuccessful
because the diazomethane had
bonded to her hair, Grimm said.

As a result, Sheng had most of her
hair cut off, Grimm said.

Although the haircut probably

wasn't necessary, he said, Sheng had
it cut for safety reasons.

Grimm said the radiation
wouldn't have permeated the scalp
and the chemical ‘‘probably
wouldn’t have.”'

Sheng will take urinalysis tests for
several months to be sure that she did
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Multi-Cultural Affairs program
receives $140,000 federal grant

By Diane Brayton
Staff Reporter

he University of Nebraska-
Lincoln recently received a

$140,000 federal grant for a
program that will provide tutoring
and career and academic counseling
for low-income high school students.

The Upward Bound '
sponsored by the U.S. t of
Education, works through colleges
and universities to area high
school students, said Jimmi Smith,
director of UNL's Multi-Cultural
Affairs.

The ram will increase the
numbers low-income students
going on to coll by working
within the Lincoln community,
Smith said.

“‘We're going into a hip

Is,”" he

with Lincoln public
said.
The population targeted for the

program includes low-income high *

school students. Preference is given
to under-represented students, such

as racial minorities or women.

Students who are the first in their
family to attend college also are eli-
gible. All students involved in the
program must show an educational
need.

Educational need means the stu-
dent needs “‘extra supplemental as-
sistance in order to complete their
secondary program and go on to col-
lege,”” Smith said.

Besides offering tutoring and
counseling, the program will make
internships more available to disad-
vantaged students, Smith said, and it
will teach them networking skills.

Smith said he also wants to use the
program to inform the public about
the students’ achievements. He said
the public often doesn’ t recognize the
accomplishments of low-income stu-
dents.

“A number of low-income stu-
denis are prevented from taking ad-
vantage of higher education because
of social conditions,”’ Smith said.
““Those populations are not perform-
ing up to their potential."*

By offering this assistance, UNL
will be able to give low-incomie high
school students motivation to stay in
school and encourage them to attend
post-secondary institutions, Smith
said.

Colleges and universities nation-
wide are eligible for the grant, mak-
ing the process a competitive one,
Smith said.

*“We have very compelling prob-
lems in Lincoln that require extra
resources to combat,”* he said.

““We also have resource people
whocan,as ateam, work to overcome
the problem, especially for the mi-
nority and female population,”’ he

said.

Although the grant is a start, Smith
said, ‘‘itdoesn’teven begin to scraich
the surface of need."’ _

““We need to use community re-
sources to make it stand a ghost of a
chance,"" he said.

Because of the limited money
available, UNL will be able to starnt
l.hepzﬁram in only one or two area
high schools, he said.




