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Circus tradition remains
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Bill and Donna Bannister

‘Morality Tales’ exhibit shouldn’t

From Staff Reports

Although the Sheldon Memorial
Art Gallery 's newest exhibit. “"Mo-
rality Tales. ™ depicts graphic con
tent, one University of Nebraska
Lincoln an prolessor said no onc
should be shocked

"I really wonder if content of this
nature can shock anyone,” Richard
Trickey sand

The large-scale paintings in the
exhibit portray scenes of domesti
violence & gang member urimating
on a vicum and a trio of teen-ager:
first sexual capenience.,

Trickey said most peoplc have
seen the same kind of materiai on
television and other places. Aithough
the graphic content may be common

place 1 osr noan art muscum

“There v e the shock. Tnickey
said The ar muscum s 2 sanciun
that normg doesn t display this
King ol surwe  matier

Trckes sad cach of the preces has
hmstorica preccaents

“There « nothing new  excepl
ithe currene exhibit: hasn o+ been

“She’s Out

By Kelly Ander:

Staff Repore

What 'ac & surprisc isn - always a
flop. Mos: rormiuke hilms are so stupio

and badiv et ihat one car heig
but grimas  ron seart 1o finish
But inco ihere are those excep

uons tha ey no: @y ans thng new

but = @ weas e hearteo ane mon
tha nearan

shi W G Ontro 1O
uch tin e pin s extremen pn
dicwable ne one aeiimg s gecent Th
NUSIL 15! n <hahby eihes

weer thisas the stor of
mar whe nas rouble dealing with
uaughicr growmyg up ano ihe

iy typecally  wacks  mashaps

w CNSUL

Doug S:mpson (Tony Danza s a
general manager of a rock station
He's the type of guy leen-agers wanl
tor a father laid back. likes “‘good ™’
music and 1s up with the umes, Doug
soon learns he can be as paranoid and
Pop-like as Ward Cleaver, The times
are a-changin’ and so arc his daugh-
ler's measurements,

Upon his return from a business
trip, Doug's cyes almost pop oul
when he notices his daughter, Katie
(Ami Dolenz) has cvolved from a

Shor am

mythologized,”” he sind. In the past.
art often smoothed over the contro-
versial aspects. sometmes by depict-
ing the subject as an ancient higure.

Daphne Deeds. curator and assis-

By Lisa Donovan

Senmor Reporner

Editor's note: The Shrine Cir-
cus performances begin tonight at
7:30 p.m. at the State Fair Park
Coliseum.

The circus 1s a famaly affar for the
Banmsters. Donna Banmster, 41, has
been in the business her whole hife,
hushand Bill, 41, has played a role in
the circus for 30 years and Tracey
Banmster, 14, 18 i her fourth year
Keith Banmister, 3, s stilla bit young,
Donna and Bill sand. but 1018 only &
matter of about two years belore he
begins tramning

Different  combinations ol the
family will perform three acrial acts
in cach show Tuesday through Satur
day. for the Sesotns Temple Shrine
Circus in the State Fair Park Coli-
seum

The first act of the set s The
Kneisleys. Titled from Bill's middle
name. The Kneisleys perlorm an acr-
1al act which includes Donna and
Bill. Bill hangs upside down by his
knees from two parallel bars about 40
feet high. Mceanwhile, Donna swings
down 1o a trap bar which Bill is hold-
ing. After positioning hersell on the
swing, Bill twirls her around unul she
is honizontai.

“‘She swings so last. she's just a

tant director at the Sheldon, sand it s
the gallery's responsibility 1o provide
as many ditferent kinds ol art and
CXPression as il can.

She said she wouldn'tbe surprised

a fam

hlur,” Ball sand.
[racey also contributes 1o the acl

by swingmg down to her father and
[K‘rtnrnnng varnous gymnastc feats
while her father holds her.

In the second act, Tracey, Donna
and Bill call themselves the The
Williams, named alter Bill, .

“Tracey is the star of this one,
Bill sand.

In this acnal act, Bill wears a
shoulder support with a pole stem
ming from it Tracey chimbs to the top
of the pole, and once positioned, Bill
twirls her around, much like the acl
he and Donna pertorm

Bill sand in the hinal act, the group
includes another family member no
one talks much about: Daisy. the 6
year-old chimpanzee,

Donna, Bill and Daisy perform n
the hinal act, named Dansy and Co.

Working with & combmation ol
different circus anmmals, the three
some performs vanous  gymnasin
acls.

Although the Banmister's actcame
together i 1975, when Donna and
Bill married. their ties to cach other
and the circus go way back

Natives of Tampa, Fla., Donna’s
involvement in the circus stems from
her grandparents.

“One setol my grandparents was
involved in the crrcus. Donna sand

{ly affair

——

In-addon. Donna’s preatunc
owned a crrcus show, The \\||\,,;]:
Donna’s parents. Were mvoly e with
the circus and carried on the ¢y
tradition. The Wilson sisters
tamous for their trapeze arg s
acrial performances,

Donna said that currently four of
the six Wilson children are nvolveg
in the circus.

Bill hat the circus scene g
when he was 11,

"I worked with her (Donng'y)
momand dad, " Bill sand. * Her fathe
was a producing clown at the gme ™

Bill said he actually mer gng
worked with Donna when he wy |5

“We dudnt get together gy
fater.”” Ball sand

In the meanume, Bill and Donng
pertormed individual lying lrapese
acts, unuld, at the age ol they
marriced. '

Now, Donna and Bill <id the
teach their  children  all '
learned

Donna said Tracey learns abow
the acts much the way she did - by
mimicking,

“When 1 owas younger, |y
learned by mimicking my older sis.
ters,”” Donna sand,

Bill and Donna added that Keh

{11
became
well gy

aclown
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See CIRCUS on g

offend, professor says

il there was controversy over the
exhibit, but she’s not worried.

Ihe show has stopped at six other
muscums Ilil||i3ll\v\-|lit" I!lkllllilll}_' lht'
Unmiversity Gallery at Ohio State

University. The show hasn 't received
adverse reaction, Deeds sad

“Iromcally, the strongest reaction
came from New York usell, she
sand.

Sheldon’s ‘Morality Tales’ portrays social concerns

By Michele Tilley
Statl Repurner

“Morality Tales,”” the current
exhibivon at Sheldon Art Gallery,
' locuses on ethical ssues of our
time. Delving into 1ssues such as
AIDS. Central America and nu-
clear war. the show challenges
viewers and lorees them Lo look at

an imperiect world

On first glance. the images are
shocking and disturbing. They are
meani 1o be The artists want ther
work 1o grab attenuon and shove

the problems ol the world at the
viewer. Each work blatantly de
picts a pessimisuc attitude toward
sociely and reveals a wrewched,
tormented world filled with the
inherent evil of mankind.

It's easy to find oneself pulling
away from the anwork. Eric
Fischl’s "'First Sex™" painung s a
perfect example

His subject matter 18 intense
provocative and extremely  dis-
turbing, but as his work 1s studied
deeper meanings emerge. Daphne
Deeds” typed explanations beside
cach work help 1o sort out some
subtle meamings not casily ob-
served by the viewer

Jerome  Witkin s Division

Street”” graphically depicts a lam

tly argument. Witkin's use of color
and brush strokes heighten the
tense emotons ol the scene and pul
the viewer directly into the fnction
of the moment. The morality issue
enters as Witkin shows the nega-
uve elfect of the argument on the
child.

Ida Applebroog’s “Church ol
Samt Francis Xavier™ deals di
rectly wath the AIDS issue. Apple
broog  uses  dilferent  canvases
cach with vaned scenes depicting
cmotions ol AIDS vicums and that
ol society s reaction toward them

Applebroog portrays society as
alrad and ignorant and reiterates
this with a somewhat sterile sty k

In contrast, a vivid and emotional
style s used when showing the
cmotions of the victims, bringing
the viewer into the struggles that
cach vicum hves,

Although the exhibition o
cuses on the negatve aspects ol
society, 1t also brings atiention o
important issues that need o be
addressed. The artists want view
ers 1o re-examine the wdea ol mo
rahity and to question cach mdiud
ual’s role within 1t

Fhe exhibit runs through My
26. The Sheldon s open Tuesiday
through Saturday from 10am 10 ?
pomeand Sunday Trom 2w Y pm
Evening hours Thursday through
Saturday are 7109 p.m

of Control’ is respectable for a formula film

tomboy (0 a boyloy seemingly over-
night

For those tnvia bulfs out there
Dolens 1s the offspring of Monkee
Mickey Dolenz

Suddeniy. Doug remembers whai
i was hke 1o be a hormone-crazed
teen-age boy Hc does everything

isthle 1w protect his baby girl trom
¢ many admirers

Ano she does have many  Poor
Kaue 1+ so swampeo with attention
tha: she incorporates the assistance ol

her younger sister Bonmie (Laura
Mooney o monnor her daung
schedule

As with most hiimes ot this sort the
boylrienas are as expectedly opposite
ar possible Twe of her mam
squeezes Joey (Dana Ashbrook) and
Timothy (Matthew 1. Perry), arc
particularly different. Jocy 1s an car-
ring-weanng biker, while Timothy is
a wealthy smooth-talker,

Doug doesn’t know how to handle
his predicament. He enlists the aid of
a ‘‘child expert,” Dr. Fishbinder
(Wallace Shawn), a quirky pop cul-
turist who has no children, Needless
o say his help proves questionable,

Although this is no “'Rain Man,"
“She’s Out of Conwol™ s pretty
good.

Wallace Shawn expounds on the perils of teen

Courtesy ollw Entertainment Group

-age dating to fearful father Tony Danza.
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