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And “'sorry

violence a little easier.

arrested.

Intervention needed

Law would combat domestic assualts
orry’" 1sn’t enough for acts of violence in domestic
relattonships among girlfriends and boyfriends. hus-
bands and wives and other family members.

" doesn’t comtort victims of domestic

abuse when police otficers arrive at the scene. oniy to

quiet the screams and shouts heard behind closed doors.

Many officers are not allowed to interfere with domestc

affairs, but are instructed only “‘to keep the peace. ™

But it's possible that Nebraska state senators have made
the task of protecting innocent folks from domestic

Under LB330, advanced 29-0 Monday following two
hours of debate, law enforcement officials now have the
right to arrest a person -- without warrant -- if the officer
has reasonable cause to believe the person has committed
a felony or misdemeanor, or has reason to believe such a
person will not be apprehended unless immediately

But what makes the bill so effective in domestic abuse
cases is the clarification of the bill’s language brought
about by its author, Sen. Carol Pirsch of Omaha at the
urging of Sen. Emie Chambers, also of Omaha.

The bill gives officers those rights if a person is
“‘threatening another in fear of imminent bodily injury.”

Altheugh it is the responsibility of officers to refuse to
abuse certain rights granted in the bill, a policeman’s
badge can also be a welcome sight when a family quarrel
has become a domestic disturbance threatening the liveli-
hoods of both children and aduits.

Officers, even those with good intentions, have previ-
ously lacked authority and have been left somewhat
helpless in curtailing domestic abuse. LB330, with its
sidekick LB218, can help to create a more confident
atmosphere when law enforcement officials are called to
address these cases. And it may even encourage victims to
have some trust in law enforcement,

-- Diana Johnson
for the Daidy Nebraskan

Reader contests gun opinions

some num-

Robert Gale and NRA member
Boan Allen (DN, Apnl 13 appar
ntlv need reading glasses

I'hey and the rest ol the pro-gun
obby need 1o realize that s en-
irety. the Second Amendment states

‘A well-regulated  muhina, - being
wecessary 1o the security ol a free
tate, the nght ol the people 10 keep
and bear arms shall not be in-
fringed.”

Opponents of gun control seem o
onverently never nouce the hirst
halt ol the amendment. Perhaps this
s due o the senious doubt it casts
ipon the NRA'S never-ending cnies
wiending  the constitutionally
uaranteed  nieht o keep and bear
JIMS .

Fhe tounders of our Consutution
ceepted the Scecond  Amendment
ccause ol ther hatred toward stand
ne armies (such as the one we have
aday, as opposed 1o a militia, or an
irmy of the cizens). They reasoned
that an army of citizens would be less
hikely to oppress the people than
would be an army ol prolessional
soldiers. And ol course 1t would be
ridiculous to place gun control laws
upon a miliva.

Lo and behold, the founder had
imperfect foresight, and today's free
sociely finds itsell without a mihitia,
In the absence of amilitia (menuoned
in the ignored halt of the Second
Amendment), it would scem that the
Sccond Amendment simply  no
longer applies. Claims ol the “con-
stutunonally protected'” night to keep

and bear arms are then doubthul at
hest,

What a4 shame 1L 1s that so many

thousands o Amernicans hn‘._c dhed
due 1n part Lo our country s foohish
trepidations toward gun ¢ ontrol laws
Other countries without such atu-
judes have spared themselves this

problem. Let's Took al
hers:

In 1983, 35 people were murdered
by handguns m Japan. In the same
car. there were eight handgun kill-
mgs i Great Briwn, six in Canada
seven in Sweden, 10.n Austraha and
amere 9,014 0 the Umited States.

And that's just handguns. I'm not
cven counting the people killed by
the  semiautomatic  assault  nifles,
avhich our citizens so direly need o
fend off any (gasp) communist myv
SIONS.

Ciale and Allen go so far as to
assert that removal of this Second
Amendment onstitubional protec
unon " would lead toaneglect ol other
protectons such as tree speech, afree
press. reedom ol rehimon and so
torth

don 1 know how thev reached
this conclusion. The last tme
checked, such tyranny wasn  par
ncularly prevalent i Japan, Great
Britain, Canada or Australia. And the
unarmed citzens of Sweden are more
free than ceven ourselves when 1t
comes 1o freedom ol expression

Hunters should be able o own
therr shot guns and hunting weapons.
I simply have trouble with such
weapons as conccalable handguns
and  semiautomatic  assault  nifles.
Fhey have one purpose - o kill
people.

The pro-gun lobby would be cager
o point out that most owners of non-
hunting guns are responsible. They
are, but there will always be those
who are not, In any case 1t seems
ludicrous 1o clarm that the rights of
such owners are more precious than
the thousands of lives that those
rights Cost us every year

loe Luby
treshman
gencral studies

Party affiliation is meaningless

Chambers calls himself a Republican and no one bats an eye

X 0, now Ernte Chambers s a Re-
b publican. Several weeks ago
the controversial state senator
from Omaha announced his switch of
party allegiance to the GOP, The shilt
means little in terms ol state pohites,
since the Nebraska Legislature 1s, by
stipulation, non-partisan, It does say
2 iol, however, about the state ol
biparusan  pohitics in the  United
States.

Ay imitial response 1o the Cham-
bers transfer news was a shight
chuckle and an under-the-breath,
“Oh, come on.””

That Chambers should decide 10
check the column marked "R be-
side his voter registration signature
means virtually nothing. In my six
vear sojourn in the state ol Nebraski,
Chambers has variously clammed 1o
be a Democrat, an Independent and a
standard bearer for the upstart New
Alhance Party. So why not go tor the
grand slam? '

In all of thas state capital sott shoe,
Chambers” views have changed very
e And for all his pohitical partner
changing he is no closer 10 bemg
Republican than Phyilis Schlally s o
bemng a leminist

I paused in mud-smirk

I have tor vears claimed 1o be g
Democrat. and 1t s there that mis
voler registranon lovaliies sull L
But as bme goes by 1ind it more and
more difbcult o atbrhate mysell with

wtdated  and  olten falsiticd New
Deal rhetoric. Yet when | consider
the messages (o be sent i achani 0l
registravon, | balk. and consider m
present althihanons the lesser of 1w
evils

Chambers has switched. | have
not. Heremn is exemplitied the para
dox ol contemporary Amencan poh
s,

Chambers exhibits the st of two
seemingly contradictory effects of
the current mess we call the two party
system. Party affiliaton says much
oo httle about the one clarming i
All that 18 required legiimately 1o
claim one party or another as one

5
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home base 1s just that -~ chuming 1o
belong,

Chambers can call himsell a Re-
publican and no one bats an eye.

In recent elections, Tollowers ol
pohtical outlaw Lyndon LaRouche
have won signilicant victories under
both party banners, and no one even
hints at inconsistency.  LaRouche
himsell started out a Democrat and
now calls himself a Republican, all
the while spouting the same hscal
poson.  Southern  Democrats and
New England Republicans have long
felt much more comlortable on the
opposite side of the hall

James

Sennett

S0 W hat is the price of party asso
craon’ And what s the messape
sent! Erosion ol strony party. com-
tments i avor ol winimng the vole
atany costeeven decepuon s has led
norecent sears to a blurring ol party
IS and an casy detection rom one

e o another. Tos a actecon that
Ol ety PHOL CVCTE G TR 1n
W
o Liad this chanve o ATTRRT
sanship he stiicky sweet wir ol
wiwrinon  surroundime Presadent
SUSTE S madeuranon was cnough to
THARG O [OSS One unch. But the
ey Ithe two-pan lem s
WYL
When borders disappear, so doe
nowe: And when voters hear. as thes
did inoour recemt presadential ele

ton, Republicans touting environ
mental and cducatonal issues and
Democrats calling for law and order

and reduced  spending. they Jusi
aren tsure what the choiees are any
more '

Sooparty alhibation s uuerly

meamngless and Chambers is e
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WEASELS!
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cused for what (most hikely y amounts
10 a mindless publicity gesture. Why,
then, my hesitancy concerning my
own pohitical fence-jump!

When | consider a switch of my
own. lam taken aback by the Nipside
of the paradox. Not only does pany
alhilianon say too hitde it also says
1 much.

This s why T am uncomlortable
with my Democratic lovalties. The
staunch retusal ol my party o wake
up and smell the proverbral colle
has lelt me cold

T'he nominatons of Ted Kennedy

lone Walter Mondale and old hne
Massachusents  hiberal - Michal
Dukakis in the lastiwo clecions wee
stgns that the success ol Republican
torcign and domestc pohcwes from
Nivon 1o Reagan had said nothing o
the party sull baskimng ity posks
depression suceess, This s not 0
mention my age-old partin aith the
party on such issues s abortion oa
demand. The times, they are a-chang:
g the Demogratic party ks a-nok

Bul, toquote Tevvaltrom Fuddler
on the Rootl ‘on the other hand

When | consider achange ol politi
calvenue, eome Tace o Lid withthe
possibility ol being numbered with
those who continually oppose gt
control i any signiticant form. any
hind of nattonal health msurance of

SIstanee, and a strong-armed ap
proach w the probl (- human

rights violations workdw e, e
My chowee seems o I ']“l_\
tween backmg Marxisprebeis of “:.
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CiIst rebels
the right to hive or s
he right o die: opposing
TECONETY O 2OVETTHI ni
yoverty reliel |
l | don’t hike i where [am hut lh;
srass on the other side has yet 10 100
preener. am seriously ¢ onsidenngd
move 1o **Independent. @ \'H“'J“t
can convince mysell that thatis L
the wimp's way oul.
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