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Students jive with disco-reminiscent club creation

By Lisa Donovan
Senior Reponer

Two University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln students think that Stayin’ Alive
means knowing how to jive -- the
disco way.
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Michele Sybert and Kati Tablor,
two UNL freshmen, and 12 of their
friends make up the Shake Your
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Rump Disco/Funk Club, which
formed last fall.

““We discoed before then, but not
regularly,”" Sybert said.

Originally, the members of the
group started listening to disco be-
cause it was funny.

““We truly like it though,’” Sybert
said. ‘“We're serious about disco, but
we do it for fun.”

According to Tablor, the group
gathers at one of the members’
houses about once a week and listens,
dances or roller discoes to their col-
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lection of disco albums.

“It is so uncool that it's funny,””
she said.

Both Tablor and Sybert agree that
disco music is resurging.

‘“There’s an ABBA revival going
on right now,’’ Sybert said.

“They’re the greatest,"’ she said.

““When we go to parties, we pla
ABBA albums. Others kind of laug
and then they join in,"” Sybert said.

ABBA, according to Sybert and
Tablor, is a symbol of the 1970s.

Sybert describes the '70s as slick.

‘‘It describes everything,”” Sybert
said. ‘‘Slick polyester, slick collars
and slick dance moves."’

It's the disco beat that enables
these slick dance moves, Sybert said.

*‘Disco music provides more for
creative movement . . . it’s very pro-
vocative,’" she said.

Besides dancing, Tablor and
Sybert said the group enjoys roller-
skating and ‘‘roller-discoing.”’

Sybert said group members try to
wear short shorts when they skate.

Besides short shorts, Sybert said,
sometimes members of the group
dress in "70s attire.

“We like platform shoes and
clogs,” Sybert said. ‘‘Clogs are ¢s-
sential to the disco outfit.”

Sybert and Tablor also listed tube
tops, halter tops and flared pants as
other favorite "70s clothing.

Although members of the group

wear '70s clothing, Sybert said most
group members don’t wear them in
public because they’re afraid people
won’t take them seriously.

Aperson istagged ‘‘nerd,"" if he or
she isassociated with the *70s, Tablor
said.

According to Sybert, it's funny
that so many people are embarrassed
about the '70s and that they tried to
repress il. 1

“Everyone had fun (during the
'70s),”" Tablor said, * ‘but they made
fools out of themselves."'

People have forgotten to have fun
in the 1980s, Sybert said. She attrib-
utes this to the Yufpic rage and the
selfl-conscious, cool attitude thatgoes
along with being a ‘*1980s person.”

But, Sybert and Tablor recall how
Barry Manilow and Donna Summer
were once ‘‘cool,”’

According to Sybert, Manilow
was on top of the world and **then one
day he just fell; he was uncool.

““Everyonc attacked his nose, his
clothes ... "

And though the two lament over
the critics” attack on Manilow, they
have happy thoughts and idolize
Donna Summer.

“I think Donna Summer is the
ideal woman,"” Sybert said. ‘‘She’s
sassy, she's slick, she's beautiful . . .
she knows how 1o make music fun."’

Sybert said Donna Summers’
““Love to Love Ya Baby,'' is her

*70s musicals combined
many styles, time periods

Musicals of the 1970s were a cul-
mination of almost every style and
time period which had come before
them. The "60s style overlapped into
the beginning of the new decade with
the musicals “*Oh, Calcuua!™" (the
first nude musical) and ‘‘Hair,”’ a
hippie’s look at life and Vietnam,

In the carly "70s (1970-73), his-
tory was a popular theme in musicals,
such as in “*Jesus Christ Superstar,”’
“*A Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum,”" and *‘Pippin,”’
These all dealt with characiers and
locations from ancient history.

Musical plots also dealt with more
recent history in various cultures,
such as the ever-popular “*The King
and I.”" Other musicals in this cate-
gory include **The Fiddler on the
Roof”’ and **The Sound of Music'’.

“Follies,”” *'A Liutle Night Mu-

sic,” ““No, No, Nanecte” and
“‘Grease,”’ (a musical about youth in
the 1950s; made into a movie later)
also dealt with a variety of modern
themes.

Later musicals like “*Working,"'
“*A Chorus Line'" and **Side by Side
by Sondheim™ (a musical review)
addressed issues of realism in society
with touches of humor,

Musicals also progressed in a non-
realistic way by using a universally
timeless and sometimes magical set-
ting.

Musicals of this genre include
“The Wiz,”" “Candide’" and “*The
Fantastiks.”" *“‘Pippin,”* an carlier
musical, also could be included in
this category.

Other “‘hit"" musicads of this era
that dealt with recent history in vari-
ous cultures are ‘‘Chicago,”’ ‘‘An-
nie,”" “‘Evita,”” *‘Best Little Whore-
house in Texas,”" *‘Sweeney Todd,””
‘‘Ain't Misbchavin'” and “‘Sugar

Babies." -- Shaun Harner
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favorite '70s disco song.

Sybert said the song supposedly
was recorded when Summers was
having sexual intercourse. _

“I'm trying to find the 16-minute
version,’’ she said.

According to Sybert, the group
searches for 45s.

“It’s not even cool to say '45s;’
now they call them ‘seven inches,""’
she said. _

But in this search for old music
and places toroller disco, both Tablor
and Sybert agree theirs is a remole
social statement about ' 70s and disco
music.,

Because there was no AIDS scare
in the '70s, promiscuity and scxual
freedom were accepted.

“If sex isn't fun then how can
dance and music (be),"" Sybert said.

Although the 1987 movie *'Dirty
Dancing'’ revived some of that, the
attitude of the '70s was conducive to
free expression of sexuality.

“‘People were more comfortable
with their sexuality (in the '70s),”’
Sybert said.

People were notas concerned with
bodily perfection then as they are
now, Tablor said.

Both see this as a new trend and
say it will reach its peak in three or
four years.

““I suppose we're five years ahead
of our time or 15 years behind,”
Sybert said of the group.

Andy Manhart/Daily Nebraskan

17 Travolta film
epitomizes 70s

Every decade produces a film that
is representative of its youth culture:
the 1950s had ‘‘Rebel Without a
Cause,"" the "60s had ‘‘Beach Blan-
ket Bingo™' and the "70s had **Satur-
day Night Fever."

John Badham’s 1977 film is repul-
sive and unnerving, yetit captures the
period well.
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The film follows the life of 19-
year-old Tony Manero (John Tra-
volta), a working-class kid from
Brooklyn. Tony comes from poor
social conditions and a miserable
family life; he only feels good when

he is dancing at the 2001, a local
disco.
There, Tony s Stephanie

(Karen Lynn Gorney) and he sets out
to make her his new partner. Stepha-
nic seems sophisticated and smooth
to Tony, unlike his former partner
Annette (Donna Pescow).

Annette, however, is in love with
Tony and does everything in her
power to get him to reciprocate he:
feelings.

The film is the epitome of the
stereotypical '70s:  bell-bottoms,
clogsand disco, disco, disco. Itbrings
logether the music of the Bee Gees
(who can forget **Stayin’ Alive’” and
“Mogc Than a Woman?'’) and Tra-
volta’s then-considered-sexy moves.

Travolta, in fact, was one of the
main reasons for the film’s huge suc-
cess. His portrayal of Tony is believ-
able and his dancing is fairly agile.

As we move into the '90s, one
?‘_lllghl ;l?IF o ;{(}:u;ider what the youth

tim ol the "80s is -- possibly **
Breakfast Club." PRS-

== Sarah Knight




