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Craig Heckman (Daily Nebras-
kan, Fcb. 3) maintainy 10 make
abortion illegal wou deprive
women of their fu:hmal r?ghL\'
guaranteed in the Constitution.” |
think that this statement s false. First
it should be pointed out that the nght
to abortion on demand is not explic-
itly guaranteed in the Constitution. In
Roe vs. Wade, the Supreme Court
ruled that the Constitution is properly
interpreted as providing women with
the right to abortion on demand.

There is a strong and a weak sense
in which abortion might be made ille-
ﬁ::cl. Abortion could be made illegal in

strong sense by a Human Life
Amendment 1o :::ee fCom'»llli‘tcmion c;}

licitly granting the fctus the status
b thus bringin 2; f;:::’s'
protection o
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Abortion right not guaranteed

junisdicton ol individual states, But
regardless of whether abortion s
made illegal in the strong or weak
sense, it is false that women are then
being deprived of some constitution
ally guaranteed right. 1T aboruon s
made illegal in the strong scnse. then
the Constitution would explicitly
preclude the right w abortion on
demand, Ifaboruon is made illegal in
the weak sense, then the Constitution
as merpreted by the Supreme Court
simply does not provide any tight o
abortion on demand,

Iagree with Heckman that making
aboruon illegal will notend abortions
and the lems associated with it
Unfortunately, I think that the type of
education he suggests (hasically sex
education) will also be of Liule help,

Dave Renier
graduate student
philosophy
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Teachers deserve thank you

Lack of legislative support for pay increases upsets columnist

uesday night almost 3,000 Ne-
braska public school tcachers

gathered in Lincoln to support
a teacher pay raise. They came from
cach of the 49 legislative districts,
many taking a day off without pay to
attend the rally. The message the
tcachers left was clear and simple --
salarics need o increase and they
have the voles to back it up.

1 was glad 1o see this much support
for the pay raise. Even in these trying
times of budget cuts and reductions,
the teachers ol this state deserve a pay
raisc. Teachers in Nebraska have
worked for less than acceptable pay
in less than acceptable environments
for far 1o long.

I realize the problem of low
teacher pay i1s not limited to Ne-
braska, it is a nationwide problem.
But Nebraska is ranked 43rd in the
nation for teacher salaries. Even
compared 10 neighboring states, the
pay is low. But even ranked this low,
Nebraska schools fare well in stan-
dardized test scores. What does this
mean? That teachers in Nebraska are
doing a superb job with sub-standard
pay. Aray raise would ecnable some
show of thanks that is long overdue.

How low s pay for tcachers? A
friend of mine recently graduated
from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln with a eaching degree. She
has since decided that sﬁc cannot live
on a eacher's salary and is looking
for cmployment in another fickd. In
some oul-state districts, beginning
pay for teachers is $8,000 a year. |
almost make that much at a part-time
job nightnow. [ can’timagine anyone
starting tor that level of pay.

Another riend of mine has re
cently gone back 1o school 1o receive
his teaching certilicate, alter 20 years
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of being out of school. In the last 20
years, he has been able (o reach a
level of financial stability which now
allows him to begin teaching. At the
time he first graduated, eaching did
not pay cnough to support a family.

These are just two cases which |
know of. Everyone can relate to the
low payment of teachers. Almost
everyone | know believes that teacher
pay 1s a problem which needs to be
addressed. In a poll waken last ycar
Nebraskans recognized this as a prob-
lem and said that teachers deserved a
pay raise.
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So why haven't they gotien it?

Part of the reason lics with some
state legislators. Sen.  Lorraine
Langford of Kearncy, my home dis-
trict, did not plan on attending the
rally Tuesday night. She was in
Omaha instead. My parents, both
tcachers in Kearney, and other teach-
ers trom Kearney, were disturbed by
this. But they do plan on making ther
displeasure known. In fact, 1 believe
that all state senators should take note
of the voting power which the weach-
ers ol this state wicld

Another reason for the missing
pay rase is the questionable support
ol Gov. Kay Orr. She has yet to take
astand on the issue. This shows a lack
ol interest and a lack ol support tor
cducaton, I she wuly supported
education, she would not hesitate

support this raise. But those ol us al
the university are familiar with her
“*support’’ of education. Remember
the engineering college surcharges
and faculty salaries?

Orr was unwilling 1o support S1.7
million for lab equipment necessary
for accreditation. I fail to sec how she |
will support a $100 million pln to
rais¢ teacher pay and alleviate prop-
crty taxes, even though the hinancing
ol this plan has been shown o be
fcasible by a study sponsored by the
Ncbraska Staie Education Associa-
tion. They found that the moncy for
this plan would be available through
increased tax revenues from Orr's
new tax plan, And it would not take
anything away from other arcas.
Scems like no problem, right?

Wrong. At least this is what | feel.
Education has traditionally borne the
brunt of budget cuts and tcachers
have been underpaid for so long that
it somchow secms OK 1o continue 10
pay them so little.

Denying teachers this pay raise
denies Nebraska of a chance for bet-
ter education. Teachers will not work
year after year for peanuts. The best
people will go clsewhere and the
yrolessional level of teaching n

ichraska will decline. This is the
worst thing that could happen (o the
state and w0 America. Our luture
depends on the children of wday
And these children depend on our
schools 10 educale them. Without
weachers, there will be no education
Then where will we be?
Support the pay raise most necded
give teachers a break and tell them
thank you. They deserve 1L

Heckman is o senjor International alfairs
major and a DN editorial columnist

by Brian Shellito
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