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Osborne says defense improving

By Mark Derowitsch

Senior Reporter

Nebraska coach Tom Osbome said
_{ucsday the main thing the Corn-
“huskers’ have to improve on is de-

fense.

Osborne, speaking at his weekly
press conference at South Stadium,
said he wants Nebraska’s defense 1o
maintain a higher level of intensity
during Saturday’s game against Kan-
sas State than it did in its 63-42 win
against Oklahoma State last Satwr-
day. Kickoff is scheduled for 1:30
p.m. al Manhattan, Kan.

“We have some areas where we
need some improvements,” Osborne
said. “Obviously, the 42 points that
Oklahoma State scored and (455)
yards they had wasn’t too pleasing, 1

think in fairness to our defense, we
played a very good offensive team.
All those factors aside, we need to
tackle better and we had some mis-
takes in alignments.

I feel that we're
kind of on the
verge of playing
some prefty good
defense.’

—QOsborne

But, Osborne said Nebraska's de-
fense is improving week 10 week.

Song ‘bounces’

By Jeff Apel
Senior Reporer

A theme that failed miserably for
the United State men’s and women’s
gymnastics teams at the 1988 Olym-
pics will motivate the Nebraska
women's basketball team this season.

Nebraska women's basketball
coach Angela Beck said the Corn-
huskers have chosen the song titled
“When You Put Your Heart in It” as
their theme this season. She said she
isn't worried about the theme even
though the U.S. gymnastics tcams
faltered at the recent Olympic compe-
tition in Seoul, South Korea.

The U.S. men, behind a disap-

inting performance from former

Nebraska gymnast. Scou Johnson,
finished 11th while the U.S. women
were 4th,

“We've chosen thai as our theme
song because we wanl to drill things
into their minds,” Beck said. “I real-
ize it didn’t work well in the Olym-
pics, but [ want to show them that we
have todo more than shoot the baskel-
ball. We have to be mentally tough.”

We serve shrimps
on Wednesdays.

(and normal sized
people, too.)

Shrimp Platter w/tossed
salad $4.65
w/salad bar $5.65
Well Drinks .95¢
11:00 AM. - 1:00 A.M.

13th and Q Street
(Lower level of the Gunny’s Building)
Lincoln, NE 68508

Beck, who guided Nebraska Lo its
first Big Eight crown last season, said
the Huskers will mix their theme with
several motivational statlements in an
altemplt torepeat as conference cham-
pions. Those statements inciude “The
speed of the leader determines the
pack,” “All things are difficult before
they are easy” and ITHWTRAC,
which stands for ““It takes hard work 1o
repeat as champions.”

Beck said ITHWTRAC is a spin
off from last year's statement
ITHWTBAC, which stood for “It
takes hard work to be a champion.”
She said Nebraska has tabbed repeat-
ing as Big Eight champions as a high
priority this season.

“We’ve said the nasty ‘R’ word,”
Beck said, “We want to prove it
wasn’t a fluke that we won the cham-
pionship last year.”

Beck said Nebraska's remaining
goals for the season are (o become a
top-20team nationally while winning
all of its home and at least half of its
road games. She said the Huskers also
want to place more emphasis on post-
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“I feel that we're kind of on the
verge of playing some pretty good
defense,” Osborne said.

Kent Wells, a junior from Lincoln
East High School, will start at right
tackle against the Wildcats in place of
Paul Brungardt. Wells has been in on
15 tackles this season.

But Osborne said the area of the
defense that’s playing best is the sec-
ondary. He said safety Mark Blazek
holds the defensive backfield to-
gether. Blazek, a senior from Val-
paraiso, has made 23 tackles this
season for the 6-1 Huskers.

“The big key to the secondary is
Blazck,” Osborne said. “He reinjured
that hamstring Saturday, and I don’t
know whether he’ll play this week or
not. If we can ever get him over the

hump to where he was really healthy,
then we'd be preuy well set in the
secondary. I don’tthink we 're too bad
without him, but if (free safety Tim)
Jackson or (strong safety Reggic)
Cooper goes down, we'd be hurting a
little bit.”

Because of Blazek's injury,
Osborne said freshman Steve Carmer
will practice with the varsity this
week and may travel to Manhattan for
the game against the Wildcats.

Carmer, a Wahoo native, was an
All-State selection last secason at
Wahoo High School. He recorded 65
tackles as a senior.

“We may take him (o Kansas State
and see if we can get him some play-
ing time,” Osborne said. “We're not
real sure on what's going Lo happen
there.”

Clark earns

offensive honor

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP)
— Linebacker Mike Shane of
Iowa State and Nebraska run-
ning back Ken Clark were
unanimous choices as Big Eight
defensive and offensive players
of the week.

Shane, a two-time winner of
the award, recovered three
fumbles in Iowa State's victory
against Missouri. Shane also
caused afumble, broke up a pass
and got credit for 19 tackles.

Clark rushed for 256 yards in
Nebraska’s victory over Oklu-
homa State. He had a 73-yard
touchdown run on the first play
for the Huskers and wenl on 10
post the second-best rushing
game in Nebraska history .

Huskers onto the court

season tournament action.

Beck said its critical that Nebraska
places more emphasis on post-season
tournaments because the women’s
NCAA Tournament has been ex-

from 40 10 48 teams. The

uskers dropped an 87-84 decision Lo

Kansas in the semifinals of last year's

Big Eight Toumament in Salina,

Kan., and also suffered a 100-82 set-

back to USC in the opening round of
the 1987 NCAA Tournament.

Beck said she's confident Ne-
braska can achieve more post-season
success this season. She said the
Huskers return a strong nucleus from
last year’s team that finished 22-7
overall and 11-3 in the Big Eight.

“I don’t think we have any super-
stars,” Beck said. “We're just ordi-
nary people doing ordinary things.”

Beck said the strength of this
year's team is the front line, which
returns starting forward Ann Halsne
and starting center Kim Harris. She
said Harris is a deceiving player who
is Nebraska's defender, while

Halsne has established herself as the
strongest player in Husker history
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with a 230-pound squal.

“I think E;lsne will carry a lot of
the load,” Beck said. “She’s explo-
sive inside and she’s been outstand-
ing.”

Beck said the Nebraska back court
will also be strong as it returns guards
Amy S ns, Sabrina Brooks and
Amy Bullock. She said Stephens will
start at off guard after splitting time
between the off and point-guard posi-
tions last season, while Brooks, Bul-
lock and freshman Kim Yancey will
vie for playing time at point guard.

“We have a veteran back court,
which I think is extremely impor-
tant,” Beck said. “We have smart
pazole and good passers.”

eck said Stephens is one of the
most complete players in Nebraska
history. She said the Huskers plan on
building their offense around the pre-
season All-America selection from
Alliance.

“We're not going to have a lot of
I::rnbiems as long as that kid stays

ealthy,” Beck said.

Stephens said she hasn’t set any

personal goals for herself. She said
the biggest Leam goal she would like
4]

aocomghsh is help the Huskers
repeat as Big Ei ch[;mplons

“I think it will be tough for us to
do,” S said, “‘but somuhin*
like that would just be outstanding.

Halsne and is said they are
confident Nebraska can its
second-consecutive Big Eight cham-
pionship. They said their confidence
stems from the faith the Huskers have
in themselves and the players they
have returning.

Halsne said she isn’t concemed
about Nebraska's theme song selec-
tion. She said the theme was chosen
because it described the Huskers
battle for last year’s Big Eight title
perfectly.

“It has to work for somebody,
huh?” Halsne asked.

Nebraska opens its season on Nov.
15, when the Huskers face the Austra-
lian Junior National Team in an exhi-
bition contest. The game begins at
7:30 p.m. at the Bob Devaney Sports
Center.

Godfathers
Pizza.

LUNCH BUFFET

$3.49

All You Can Eat
Pizza And Salad

Monday-Friday

12th & Q —

S. 48th & Hwy. 2

474-6000
N. 48th & Vine
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