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Bourke’s letter showed onlv rhetoric, not facts

There were only two apparent
facts in Tim Bourke's leuter (DN,
Sept. 29). First, it contained typical
Bob Kerrey rhetoric, minus the facts.
Secondly, Bourke was a naive fresh-
man when Kerrey was working his
havoc on the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln sysiem.

Bourke shows the typical amnesia
inhereat in Kerrey's campaign work-
ers. He chooses not to remember the
400 picketing students on the state
capitol's steps because he slashed the
university budget. Remember how
the students chanted “Hey Bob, do
your job” and “No way, we won’l
pay” in reference to causing UNL
uition to increase to the second-high-
est in the Big Eight

Bourke must have failed 1o read
the editorials and articles in the DN
with headlines such as “Low faculty
pay; Declitie blamed on Kerey;’

Dear Bob; Vetoes will cripple state;”

“Budget cuts leave NU administra-
tion full of empty chairs;" “Regents
reject Kerrey 's suggestions;” or inthe
words of fermer DN editors, “Gov.,
Kerrey has done a complete turn-
around in his attitude about the uni-
versily,. . . He said if the university
failed 1o eliminate or reduce pro-
grams, it would ‘lead w0 increased
mediocrity.'”

Another editorial read: “No more
cxcuses or justifications from Kerrey
will do, his actions are only slightly
short of criminal for the future of the
state.”

Bourke can continue to dream the
Kerrey dreams and fon'le the night-
mares Kerrey created. He just needs
to leave reality to those of us who do
remember,
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Character assassination abounds

Name-calling seeps into UNL political scene, columnist says

ntil now, I have been trying to

ignore the urge o write about

e presidential campaign. It

has been rather easy; nothing has hap-
pened worth talking about.

Sure, there have been some mo-
ments worthremembering, but for the
most pait it has been boring at best.
The first debate between Dukakis and
Bush was more of a slapstick comedy
mated with childish name-calling. |
found even the echru agree that this
campaign is one of the worst in recent
memory; it's the worst in mine for
sure.

Ithas even plagued the senaie race
here in Nebraska. The debates that
were supposed to be weren’t. Since
then, there's been a lot of the same
rhetoric.

Now we have it right here at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
campus. More negative campaign-
ing. 1 was saddened to see this; I
thought maybe we could stay out of it.

t has got me up in arms, you
ask? On Wednesday, | was walking
lhro:(fh the Nebraska Union and a
friend showed me a card being
handed out at the Dave Karnes booth.
On the front reads “GET OUT OF
JAIL FREE" and “Compliments of
Michael Dukakis,”

On the back it describes the Massa-
chusetts prison furlough plan and
blames Dukakis for a mu which

than one murderer per day. The last
line states, “Mike Dukakis is the
killer's best friend, and the decent,
honest citizen's worst enemy.”

Pretty harsh stuff, especially when
you realize that it’s not correct. Say-
ing Dukakis is responsible for this
murder is like saying Tom Osborne is
responsible for the well-being of the
English department.
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Itis simply a lie that Dukakis can
be blamed for this. Yes, he supports
the program, and yes, murderers are
furloughed. It is not his responsibility
for these people though. It is the re-
sponsibility of the system as to who is
furloughed.

It also is not Dukakis’ fault that
prisoners must be furloughed. Itis the
system's fault that more prison space
has not been provided,

The real question though is one of
truth and one of responsibility. Who-
ever printed this card iook neither into
consideration. This card does not tell
the truth, it tells half-truths and lies.

reached by the national campaigns.

Don’tgetme wrong. .. Iam for the
continuing education of the voters by
both groups. This was not education,
though. This was a cheap shot at the
character of Dukakis. 1 am quite sure
that the author of this card would take
equal offense if Bush was hit in a
similar manner. If pro-Dukakis
people did something like this to Bush
I am quite sure we would hear about
it,

I did take the time to ask who had
the cards printed up. The answer I got
was, “I don’t know.” Good reply, |
thought. That's what 1 would have
said. _

I wouldn't want 10 be associated
with such a thing,

I wonder if Karnes wanted 1o be
associated with thisthing. It was, after
all, being handed out at a booth sup-
Borling him. I don'timagine he would

ut I could be wrong. '

Iam sorry that character assassina-
tion has become commonplace in
American politics, and 1 am even
sadder that it has found its way onto
the UNL campus, ! hope this does not
become a trend.

Let's not follow .e rest of Amer-
icainto the gutter. Let’s lift our heads
up and siay proud. Let’s stay above
the fray of the disturbing scene of
American politics.
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