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Amnesty cites abuses in record 135 countries

LONDON — Amnesty International on
Wednesday accused a record 135 nations of
human rights abuses ranging from the jailing of
draft evaders in Western Europe to the mas-
sacre of unarmed civilians in Iraq and Sudan.

The international human rights group said
the list of offenders in its annual survey was the
lml%u it has published since its establishment
in X.

Amnesty, which won the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1977, recorded abuses last year in more than
80 percent of the 159 U.N. member states. But
it said it was encouraged by the mergence of
more than 1,000 human rights groups in recent
years and the proliferation of laws to protect
prisoners’ rights,

“In at least half the countries of the world,
people are locked away for speaking their
minds, ofien after trials that are no more than a

“In at least a third of the world’s nations,
men, women and even children are tortured. In
scores of countrics, governments pursue their
goals by kidnapping and murdering their own
citizens.”

It added: “More than ever before in world
history, governments are exposed to the glare
of international publicity — the greatest
weapon we have.’

The report cited the United States, where 25

isoners were puttodeath last year, forexecut-
ing John Brogdon,a man diagnosed as mentally
retarded, and Edward Earl Johnson, despite
“substantial doubts" about his guilt. Amnesty
opposes the death penalty.

InChina, more than 200 convicted crirninals
were put to death, but that represented “only a
fraction of the total number of death sentences

The report said at least 760 political prison-
ers were executed in 39 countries in 1987 but
estimated the number probably was much
higher because of secret executions.

It said governments used a variety of meth-
ods to deflect criticism, including death squads
in Latin America.

Among other alleged abuses were reports
that Sudanese forces massacred hundreds of
unarmed Dinka tribespeople; the summary
execution by Iraq of hundreds of unarmed
Kurds; the disappearance of hundreds of Peru-
vian farmers seized by government forces; and
court-ordered executions in China, South Af-
rica and Iran.

The report alleged politically motivated
killings by pro-government assassins in Brazil,

ghanistan and Uganda. ‘

In Western Europe, Spain was cited for
allegedly torturing Basque separatist prisoners,
Britain for failing to publish a ﬁlice inquiry
into the killings of six unarmed Irish Republi-
can Army guerrillas in 1982, and France, Italy,
Austria, Greece, Malta, Norway and Switzer-
land for jailing draft objectors.

In Israel, the report said, a court permitied
the secret service to use ““amoderate measure of

hysical pressure” in interrogating suspects.
i %‘he Sg’;icl Union released prisoners,
most of them prisoners of conscience, but
nearly 200 were pardoned under secret decrees
that faisely implied they were criminals and
“hid the fact that they had been unjustly impris-
oned in the first place,” the report said.

Another 300 Soviet prisoners of conscience
were held in prisons, in exile or in psychiatric

sham,” the 278-page report said.

and executions,” it said.

El Salvador and the Philippines, and arbiual?
arrests, torture and killings in Sri Lanka, Af-

hospitals, it said.

Bentsen, Quayle polish lines for tonight’s debate

Vice presidential nominees Dan
Quayle and Lloyd Bentsen polished
their debate lines Tuesday in prepara-
tion for their 90 minutes in the cam-
paign spotlight. At the top of the
tickets, George Bush said he wanted
1o inspire affluent youths “to help our
poor,” while Michael Dukakis said
the GOP offers only “slogans and
symbols.”

Republican Quayle and Democrat
Benisen were flying to Omaha, the
site of Wednesday night’s debate.

“We're ready,” Quayle said dur-
ing a tour of the Bush-Quayle cam-

paif headquarters.

new poll released Tuesday sug-
ested that the debate would give

%uay!c achance to overcome some of

the negative images about him that

are driving undecided voters away
from Bush.

The CBS News-New York Times
pollof 1,034 probable voters found 48
percent support for the Bush-Quayle
ticket and 46 percent for the Dukakis-
Bentsen ticket. But when voters were
asked about their presidential prefer-
ence only, the support for Dukakis
slipped to0 43 percent.

The Rfl’"' conducted Saturday
through Monday, had a margin of
error of plus or minus three percent-
age points.

“We are very, very proud of you,”
Republican campaign chairman
James A, Baker III told Quayle. “We
are very, very proud of the job you're
doing for this campaign, and we are

very, very proud of the job we know
you're going to do tomorrow in
Omaha.’

When asked what tactics he'd use
against Bentsen, Quayle said, “My
debate strategy? Tune in tomorrow
night.”

“Feeling good,” said Benisen,
while walking from a practice studio
to his hotel in Austin, Texas.

Spokesman Mike McCurry said
Bentsen was working on “the best
way of making a point memorable or
punchy.”

Dukakiscampaign manager Susan
Estrich, who was in Austin helping
Bentsen, said, “We’re not teaching
him new posiu‘ons on issues. . .. |
think that’s what the Quayle people
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have to do.”

Bush was in Sacramento, Calif.,
and he outlined his plan for a quasi-

blic foundation called Youth in

ervice 10 America to encourage
young people to volunteer in commu-
nity activities,

“I want our affluent to help our
poor,” he said. “I want the young men
and women of our tree-Jined suburbs
to get on a bus, or the subway, or the
metro, and go into the cities where the
want is."”

The Republican presidential
nominee described his sal as an
alternative to massive federal spend-
ing.

He said years of federal programs
designed to help the poor had proven

that “we can't buy our way out.”

Dukakis spoke at Northwestern
University in Evanston, IlL., and at-
tacked what he called Bush’s “record
of failure.”

“Mr. Bush was given five impor-
tant missions by this administration
and he failed every one,” said the
Democratic presidential nominee.
“And that was before they asked him
to pick a running mate in this elec-
tion."”

Dukakis listed the five assign-
ments as resolving trade problems
with Jaren, heading an anti-terrorism
panel, leading the war on drugs, in-
vestigating problems in the banking
industry and heading a task force on
regulatory reform.

Nuclear plant accidents
unreported for 28 years

WASHINGTON — Serious mis-
haps over 28 years at a government
plant in South Carolina that produces
malerials for nuclear weapons were
kept secrei for national security rea-
sons and not re to Washington,
federal officials said Tuesday.

But the situation is changing, in
part due to pressure from Congress,
they said.

One scnior Energy Department
official has com the attitude
toward safety at the Savannah River
facility ncar Aiken, S.C., to that
which led 10 the explosion of the
shuttle Challenger on Jan. 28, 1986.

“There has always beenamind set,
aculture, that we are doing work that
is important for nationa' security and
perhaps that may override any obliga-
tion toward public accountability,”
Will Callicott, a spokesman for the
Department of Energy, said Tuesday.

E.L du Pont Nemours & Co. runs
the Savannah River facility under
contract for the energy department.
The plant, which has five reactors,
produces plutonium and tritium,
which are used in making nuclear

%ing to a 1985 memoran-

dum, 30 “reactor incidents of the
greatest significance” occurred there
and were not disclosed to the public.

One of the most serious was the
melting in November 1970 of a rod
used to start an atomic chain reaction,
causing radioactive contamination of
an adjacent room. K took 900 people
three months to clean up the contami-
nation, according to the memo, which
does not specify whether radioactiv-
ity escaped from the facility. ‘

Energy Department officials said
on Friday that they had not been in-
formed of the incidents, but on Mon-
day senior de ent spokesman C.
Anson Franklin said those statements
were incorrect and that the incidents
had been reported 10 the department’s
regional office in Aiken.

He said that the information appar-
ently had not been relayed io head-
quarters from the regional office.

The reactors at Savannah River
were closed after the most recent
incident, in August, and had been
scheduled 1o reopen on Tuesday. But
Emrgrbcpanmcm officials assured
members of Congress last week that
production would not resume untl
safety was assured, possibly after 30
to 45 days.
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