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ASUN amendment would change appointments

By Victoria Ayotte
Senior Reporter

An amendment to the Bylaws of the Asso-
ciation of Students of the University of Ne-
braska would provide a more fair and represen-
tative system for appointments, said Sen. Stan
Mommaerts, graduate student representative.

Mommaerts hassubmitted anamendment to
ASUN’s Special Topics Committee that would
change how vacancies in the ASUN Senate and
boards under its jurisdiction are filled.

Senators of a college with a vacant senate
seat would become appointments board mem-
bers for that senate seat under the proposed
amendment to Bylaw #1. Under the amend-

ment, the appointments board would nominate
instead of appoint students to positions.

Senators from the college are better quali-
fied to determine the interests of the college
more fairly than students who are not enrolled
in the college (members of the appointments
board), the bill states.

“It makes more sense this way,” Mom-
maerts said. “There is a great potential for
abuse in the present system.”

Mommaerts said this system would be more
democratic and more representative.

*“No senator stands to lose anylhmg by this
and a lot of them stand to gain by this,” he said.

Kim Beavers, second vice president of

ASUN, said she ‘thinks the proposed amend-

ment has some good points.

However, Beavers said she doesn’t support
nominations instead of appointments.

Appointments are more fair and more repre-
sentative than nominations, Beavers said.

Beavers said she thinks the amendment will
come out of committee with some revisions
that will make it a good amendment,

“I’m the first person to say the appointments
board last year wasn't perfect,” she said. “But
right now our appointments board is the most
diversified it has ever been. We've got a lot
more people involved.”

Beavers said that although three people
possibly shouldn’t do the whole appointments
process, that’s really the only way to do it.

“I think people are overlooking the problem
that we necd a more representative, diversified
body applying for the positions,” Beavers said.

Beavers said she would support having one
senator from the college with the vacant seat
Jjoin the appointments board when filling that
seat.

Mommaerts said one senator in the appoint-
ments board wouldn’treally make adifference.

“It’s like Futl.ing a dab of white frosting in
the middle of a burnt cake,” Mommaerts said.

Jeff Petersen, ASUN president, said he
didn’t want to comment on the amendment.

The amendment is scheduled for discussion
by the committee Wednesday.
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Proflabels Gulf attacks ‘predictable’

By Anne Mohri
Senior Reporer

Attacks made by the United States
against Iran in the Persian Gulf Mon-
day morning were predictable, said
David Forsythe, professor of political
science at the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln.

Forsythe said the destruction of
two Iranian oil plaiforms is predict-
able because the United States has
previously attacked aggressors in
reprisal.

Assuming the mine that hit the
U.S. frigate last week was Iranian, the
United States would be acting in
:;fdordancc withinternational law, he

However, he said, it will be diffi-

~culrro'identify the mine since it was

dcstroyed.
One would assume that the U.S.
ood intelligence that the mine
1hal n the American ship was Ira-
nian,” he said.

Considering the politics of the
Persian Gulf, it can be assumed that
the mine was Iranian because Iran is
the only country known to be laying
mines, Forsythe said, but that point
can be argued. ;

He said it is possible Iraq laid the
mine in hopes of having Iran blamed
or in hopes of having Iran and the
United States exchange fire.

The Reagan administration de-
cided to bomb Libya in 1986 because
they assumed Libya was behind the
terrorism occurring around the world,
Forsythe said, and now it appears
Syria was behind it.

“And yet we were sure il was
Libya, so we bombed Libya,” he said.
“Now we are sure this was an Iranian
mine. Well, how are we so sure?”

Forsythe said he would be sur-
prised if the Iranian report claiming
the United States had joined military

By Tho Associsted Press
WASHINGTON — President

senadnoucerhat'!‘ehranwall“pay
a price” for such aggression in the

Persian Gullf,
Defending attacks on [ranian
military orms in the scuthern
f,R smd.“wemmtodeler
urther aggression, not

mvokclltr.“ﬂemwedtheus

comment on U, 5 repnsals for the
mmm of the frigate USS Samuel
brpmusan Koo ogom; l-“{n;ln
mppon on Capitol Hi
“I have something in the nature
of a bulletin for you,” he told rep-
resentatives of the Associaled
General Contractors organization
in the Old Executive Office Build-
ing auditorium.
. “Earlicrioday, our Navy made a
measured response to Iran’s latest

Reagan says Tehran to pay price

8 United

usoofmlluary force against U.S.
sh in international waters as
as its continued military and
wnmst aitacks against a number
of nonbelligerents,” Reagan said.
“We've taken this action to
make certain the Iranians have no
illusions about the cost of irrespon-
sible behavior,” Reagan said.
“They must know that we will
protect our ships. and if lhcy
threaten us, they’ll pay a price,”
Reagan said. The presidenttold his
audience that “*a more normal leal:&

its ncl bors,
and re uses 10 encfpml!:loudy war
with Iraq.”

Besides destroying the two off-
shore [ranian oil plalhonﬂs Suserg for
mili urposes, the U.S. Navy
eilhem or damaged four small
Iranian gunboats and bombed two
Iranian navy frigates that had fired
missiles at U.S. planes. Iran at-
tacked o1l facilities off Sharjah and
fired on at least two U.S. vessels.

forces with Iraq was true because Irag
initiated the war with Iran.

“Of course, the Reagan admini-
stration has surprised us in the past on
variouns accounts,” he said.

It is possible the Reagan admini-
stration used military force against
Iran because of that country’s role in
the recent hijacking of a Kuwaiti air-
liner, Forsythe said.

He said there is no doubt Iran
cooperated with the hijackers of the

Kuwaiti airliner while it briefly
touched down in Tehran.

Phil Dyer, UNL professor of po-
litical science, said he questioned
what the United States was doing in
the Persian Gulf in the first place.
Once the United States is in the Per-
sian Gulf, it is inevitable confronta-
tions may occur, he said.

“We're just throwing our wenbht
around ag.unst a country that can’t
retaliate,” Dyer said.

Mushm students fast and pray during holy month

By Jerry Guenther
Siaff Reponter

For Ismail Mohamad and other
Muslim students at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln, Sunday marked
the beginning of the holy month of
Ramadhan.

During Ramadhan, Musllms
throughout the world are required to
fast in addition to regular Islamic
practices, said Mohamad, a graduate
chemistry student.

Muslims consume no food, water
or other drinks from dawn until dusk
during Ramadhan, Mohamad said.

Mohamad, from Malaysia, said
people who are eiderly or on medica-
tion don't have to fast. But Muslims
who break the fast for other reasons
must fast after Ramadhan to make up

Persian Gulf problems

for it.

During the month, Mohamad said,
Muslims eat around 4 a.m. and fast
until the sun sets.

“It is strongly suggested that you
eat before the sun rises when you start
your fast,” Mohamad said. “But you
eat the same amount that you would
normally eat.”

Although it would seem difficult
to fast for so long, Mohamad said it
isn’t that tough.

“The first day of fasting is a bit
rough, but then it comes naturally
because we've been doing it since we
were kids,” Mohamad said.

Besides fasting, Mohamad said,
married people are supposed to ab-
stain from sexual activity during the
fast time.

‘It is strong. 09' sug-
gested th
eaf before mo sun
rises when you
start your fast. But
you eat the same
amount that you
would normally
eat.’

— Mohamad

Yusup, a senior math major from
Malaysia, said there are spiritual
aspecis to Ramadhan too.

“Most people read the Quran from
beginning toend,” Mohd-Y usup said.
The Quran is the sacred book of the
Islamic religion. “They try to finish it
within that month.”

Besides reading the Quran and
fasting, Mohd-Yusup said, Muslims
are re(}]uimd o pray more during

Ismail Shamjuddin, a graduate
student studying architecture at UNL,
said that because fasting during the
month of Ramadhan is one of the five
pillars of the Islamic religion, all
Muslims are required to do it

After Ramadhan has ended,

Shamjuddin said Muslims celebrate

Aside from the physical absti- nences of fasting, Norhayali Mohd- Eid — the day of ideal victory.
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That day begins when. Muslims
pray at the mosque and ask for for-
giveness, Shamjuddin said. The
mosque is a place of WOI‘bhlg After-
ward, they go from house to house 1o
visit relatves and friends, he said.

Ahmad Abu-Hamda, a chemical
engineering graduate student from
Palestine, said Muslim students from
various countries at UNL draw closer
together during Ramadhan.

During the month, more people
atiend activities such as Quran teach-
ing and reading at the mosque, Abu-
Hamda said.

Abu-Hamda said among e bene-
fits he gains from fasting, the most
obvious is compassion for the poor.

“By fasting during the day, we're
sharin in that hungry feeling the poor
have,” Abuhamda said.




