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.ing on tight-fisted voters 1o give
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only $86,000, He added
that private firms have offered
him jobs that pay that muchin a
year.

and a morigage and a wifc who
likes me home for dinner,” Hall |

Letters

Reader: Apathy problem must be solved

l'erry Dondlinger’s letter (Daily
Nebraskan, Feb. 24) is noteworthy in
its implications. She ignores the fact
that apathy exists among independ-
ent students primarily because of the
Association of Swdents of the Uni-
versity of Nebraska.

Think about it. If you saw an or-
ganization that advocates blanket
tuition increases and surcharges,
consistently rejects qualified inde-
pendent students in the appointments
process, and then has the audacity to
call you “apathetic,” would you want
to become involved?

Her assertion that all residence
hall students who are experienced
leaders have been and will be active
in ASUN is untruc. What constitutes

“experienced” leadership in the real
world does not necessarily meet the
criteria set by a Greek-dominated
appointments board. Residence hall
students who apply for positions
sadly learn this.

The idea that additional informa-
ton and support 1o the halls will
compensate for Greek dominance is
similarly absurd.

Apathy can only be solved when
student government secks o more
closely identfy itself with the inter-
ests of all students.

Brian Svoboda
Junior
political science

Reader says ‘Action X’ title is ‘immature’

This is in response to Dave Reiter
(Leuers, Feb. 17).

I have walched many letters come
and go in the past few weeks about
condom week, safe sex, Cather Resi-
dence Hall's efforts and puuinF con-
dom machines in bathrcoms. | have
quielly agreed and disagreed with
opinions on the various issues.

However, | feel Reiter's letier
comes from someone who is choos-
ing 1o run and hide from the situation
and subject at hand,

Firstof all, anyone who has to call
sex “Action X is a bil immature. If
you can’ttalk aboutitright,don’ttalk
at all.

Second, I think it's a major mis-
take 1o infer that some University of
Nebraska-Lincoln students can't
survive withoul sex sa)'i:gd 1 is

sically, psychologically S0
?',.’{;,i or for them. I don’t
think it's.any person’s right 10 judge

the rest of the campus on scxual
issues or any other. [ would hope that
having respect for others’ values is
more important.

And who is so bold 1o say that
UNL students deserve 1o have the
state spend tax money to install con-
dom machines in the residence halls?
Well, I can’t answer who in particu~
lar, because I don’t know. But what I
do know is that the United States’
government and many state govemn-
ments are doing what they can right
now to help stop AIDS. Having con-
doms around could also prevent an
unwanted pregnancy.

Reiter, I would seriously recon-
sider what you wrote about the rest of
the population here.

Mary Pat Dolata
senior
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UNL vs. Harvard: no contest?

Difference is at the bottom of the student roster, not at the top

have been to the mountain-
I top — and I've scen the
educational promised land.

Surprisingly, the Unmiversity of Ne-
braska-Lincoln isn’t that far from the
top as an institution of higher learn-
ing.

anr years I've heard students be-
rate their UNL education as second-
rate. They argue that if only UNL
were a “big-name” school, then they
would have areal cducation. Tothose
who have said this, I've been on your
side. I've lamented about the green-
ness of the grass on the other side of
UNL. How well educated I'd be if
only I were at Stanford, Princeton or
Harvard.

Recently I spent some time in
Boston at the Harvard National
Model United Nations. Having been
there, I must admit the ivy has been
ruffled just a bit. And the vines
wrapped around UNL have been
strengthened.

I satin on a political-science class
at Harvard. Asitturned out, it was the
same course | had taken here. They
even used the same book. Unlike
Nebraska, the Harvard class had only
eight students, UNL's was three
times that number. Every Harvard
student was articulate, defending his
or her position pretty well. The same
could notbesaidof cach individual in
my UNL class. All members of this
Ivy League class spoke. Not true
back here in the Big Eight, where the
verbally articulate numbers roughly
equaled Harvard.

Before walking into class, [ fig-
ured the weight of the Harvard intel-
lect would be 100 much for my mere
Nebraska legs to carry. But this
didn’t happen. No awesome persua-
sive rhetoric or sharp wit was shown,
Had any upper-echelon UNL class-
mates been there, they could have
held their own.

The Harvard professor actively
led his class, prodding and prying for
inconsistencies. His UNL counter-
part played a more passive role, fa-
cilitating student-to-student debate.
Though treated w0 one class and
markedly different teaching styles, |
cannot say this very good Harvard

professor was head and shoulders
above the competition as I had ex-
pected. In other words, the professor
from UNL gets similar high marks in
my grading book. :

After class, I spoke with the Har-
vard professor, who previously
taught at the University of Washing-
ton. He echoed those commonly held
conceplions, Or  misconceplions,
about Harvard students — exceed-
ingly bright, uncommonly sharp,
outside the intellectual realm of us
mere mortals al “inferior” institu-
tions. Or at least those were his views
before coming to Harvard. Alter two
years, the Angels had landed.

The creme de la creme at Harvard
are no brighter, he said, than those at,

say, a Washington or Nebraska.

“The best student 1 ever had —
probably cver will have — was al
Wash U,” he said.

The big difference, he went on Lo
say, lics not with those top students,
butthose at the bottom. A prestigious
privale institution like Harvard can
afford a higher quality cut-off line
than a state-supported school like
Nebraska.

Any cattle-fed country kid can
become a Comhusker. Hardly so for
those harboring hopes for Harvard.
Whileabig Ivy League school with a
rich tradition like Harvard can afford
to skim off the cream, Nebraska gets
a lot of milk.

That's inevitable at a state-run
school established to provide its resi-
dents a quality education at an “al-
fordable” price — not a word in the
Harvard vocabulary,

The professor's other main point:
Most students are very active outside
theclassroom. Among the students in
his class arc the Harvard heads of
Young Democrats and  Young

Americans for Freedom.,

And yet these two didn’t strike me
as young John F. Kennedys or Barry
Goldwalers, any more than we think
a young George Norris or Willa
Cather could possibly be sitting nexy
10 us in our UNL classrooms,

My Harvard-to-Nebraska saga
could stop at the words of one profes-
sor, in one classroom, on onc day 4
Harvard. But [ saw the fruits of hjs
message come (o term,

While participating in the Har-
vard National Model United Nations,
I witnessed a student unite the world
powers, including the United States
and Soviet Union (practically un-
heard of in the real U.N.). This dele-
gate, leading Eastern kids around like
amatadordragging abull by the nose,
was from UNL,

Taking a break from the confer-
ence, I shipped out to see the John F.
Kennedy Memorial Library, The
slain president, one ol our country’s
most admired, was a graduate of
Harvard. The library containcd a
room full of Kennedy quotes. Unlike
my previous Harvard experience, the
weight of this Harvardites' words
was staggering.

Pracucal politics tcaches us that
politicians’ speeches aren’t always
written by those public officials who
bestow them upon the world. 1t
wasn't until I returned home that |
rcalized Kennedy's specchwriter
was Ted Sorenson — a graduaic of
UNL.

As educational insututions go,
UNL isn't the Harvard of the Plains.
Each ycar, the university must find
better ways to allocate shrinking
funds. Each year, professorsleave for
greener monclary pastures at other
schools. Years and money will be
needed to reverse this trend.

Butone weekend taught me some-
thing that more than four ycars of
college could not. The guality of
one's education doesn’t depend on
the institution as much as it does on
the individual.

Coffey is a senior political science major
and a Daily Nebraskan arts and cntertain-
ment reporter.

Imprecise use of word ‘Hispanic’
causes confusion, counselor says

here is a growing contro-
I versy and [uss over the cur-
rent use of the word His-
panic. There are personal campaigns
across the United States beginning to
protest the use of the imprecise word
Hispanic as the term used to describe
all U.S. residents of Latin-American
extraction. The reality is that no eth-

nic group fits the Hispanic label,

Each individual within a culture
has been affected by unique experi-
ences as well as by common cultural
experiences. One of the central issues

that Chicanos/Mexicans, Cubans and
Puerto Ricans and others must con-
tend with is their perception of their
own ethnic or cultural identification.
Identification refers 10 a process by
which an individual assumes a pat-
tem of behavior characteristic of
other people in his or her environ-
ment. Although identification
clearly refers 1o the totality of self-
experience, the term cultural identi-
fication refers to that part of the self
that includes those values, attitudes
and standards that constitute cul-
tural-group membership. To be a
Chicano/Mexican is 1o reaffirm our
pride in our RAZA. To be Hispanic is
to compromise and 10 accommodate,
The decade of the 1970s was
posed 1o resolve the issue of whu’?c
would call ourselves. Unfortunately,

we as a people did not come up with
a term that was satisfactory. Instcad,
Chicanos/Mexicans, Cubans and
PuerioRicans have been caught up in
the frenzy of politics and psychologi-
cal warfare that paints a picturc of a
people on the move. Slogans such as
“The 1980s will be the decade of the
Hispanics™ swept us into using the
term Hispanic,

Understanding the psychology of
the Chicano/Mexican- American has
not been casy. In the past, it seemed
that many were ashamed to be Chica-
nos/Mexicanos. They claimed 1o be
Americans — they even denicd hav-
ing any Mexican blood. But how
could they explain their last name?
Easily: They were Spanish; they
were Americans of Spanish descent.
In 1988, they arc now Spanish rather
than Chicano/Mexican Amecrican
sull for the same denial reasons.
Every time we use the word His-
panic, are we not consciously or
unconsciously denying our rightfui
cthnic identity?

For our young Chicano/Mexican
children, it's important that they
have a good self-concept and iden-
tity. It’s important for positive self-
cesteem that they tie their ethnic iden-
uty 1o their cultural background,
Am_gnca. long known as a “melting
pot”™ of diverse racial and cultural
groups, has forced the concept of
assimilation upon many of its immi-
grants. Yel we have lcarned that we
can be good American citizens under
the concept of acculturation . Many of

us have made positive contributions
to the United States, but not at the
expense of denying our cthnicity.
In spite of the confusion and in the
public mind of us as a single group,
Chicanos/Mexicans, Cubans and
Puerto Ricans embrace cultures
almost as rich and varied as America
itself. If our names are varied, S0 100
are the ways we feel, sec and think
about our cthnic pride.
Is it really hot air over nothing
over an insignificant word like His-
panic? To promote things Hispanic 1s
not 1o understand history correctly.
Has anyone bothered to find out what |
Hispanic means or represents” In the
World Book Encyclopedia, the word
Hispanic is defined as Spanish,
meaning that when we hear peoplc
talk about Hispanic culture, they arc
referring to Spanish culture. Spanish
culture historically in the Amenicas
was one of conquest; il was Impos
on our populations. In the dictionary.
Hispanic is defined as an adjecuve
referring to Spanish and Portugucsc.
I'm not quite sure that €ubans,
Puerto Ricans and Chicano/Mexi-
cans are pioclaiming that through
this Hispanicizing, they want 10
claim their European roots. Yclil sd
fact that Mexicans, Cubans, Puerio
Ricans, and people from Central
America and the Caribbean ar
lumped together for convenience.

Dr. Marty Ramircz
counselor

Psychologist Counseling Centcr




