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Quick Cash
|for your
books _

eading about rock’n'roll is a lit-
R tle like reading about someone
else's incredible sex life, but
there's much to be said for printed
material that can generate one-tenth
the excitement in even the most hack-
neyed pop song,
Texts and magazines that are as
vital and prurient as the best rock'n"

roll come along just about as often as a
verifiable tale uil someone else’s incred-
ible sex life,

Most of the magazines and books in
this short list are available locally: the
books at the Nebraska Bookstore or the
University Bookstore and the maga-
zines at either Dirt Cheap or Pickles
Records and Tapes (the fanzines listed
are available at these stores sporad-
ically).
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1. “Mystery Train' by Greil
Marcus.

Marcus, who has been published as a
critic and writer in every mgjor rock
magazine, writes about American music
(blues, rockabilly, country and hybrids
of those forms) a bit too academically
at times (citing Melville in an essay
\ about Robert Johnson’s influences does
seem to be stretching things a bit), but
generally the energy of his prose and
.he scope of his knowledge wins out.

Marcus knows American literature,
American folk myths and American
musical traditions inside and out. He
reacts to the musicians discussed in
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required = this book — Presley, Johnson, The
1 m Band and Randy Newman — with a
to se ST © poetic, worshipful reflex that brings

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA| life to the landscapes he creates, He
populates the Mississippi delta that
spawned Robert Johnson not just with
the colorful characters that actually
wandered through that area but with
the friendly chimeras of the American
imagination, too.

The essay on Elvis Presley's televi-
sion comeback in the late '60s and
early '70s is enough to send shivers up
your dorsal fin. Beautiful writing even if
it doesn’t have the “common man"
appeal and rhythm of the music itself,
2. “Blondie" by Lester Bangs.

The name of this book doesn't really
encourage you to do all the searching
you might have to do to find it, but
don't be misled.

“Blondie" is about Blondie, the rock
group, but it is also about drugs, the
inception of New Wave, where punk

textbooks

Earning your degree and
finding a job were major
accomplishments. You
proved you ceuld do it.

If your new job involves a
move to Omaha, we can help.

Our professional property managers, many of whom are just like you,
recently out of school, know that where you live can helo move your
career along the right path.

They can also help SAVE you money with no security deposit
and reduced rents.

Our beautiful, modern apartment complexes are located throughout the
A metropolitan Omaha area - close to where you need to be. Let us take the
worry out of finding a place to live.

Call us and let us help you find the
apartment that's perfect for you.

SOUTHWEST
Thomasville 331-9138
- Willow Park 339-1110
Briarwood 339-1320

MID-TOWN WEST

Garden Court 5512084  Wycliffe West 333-6340
The Jackson 551-2084 Bentley Place 393-0420
Spring Tree 551-2084 .

For additional information call Judy at 392-1800.
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Shakes & Malts

Buy One Get One Free
Chocolate % Vanilla % Strawberry

UNL Dairy Store

Open: 11 am Mon.-Fri. 2 pm Sat.-Sun.
“Happy Hour” 2:30-3:30
City Union East Campus
NOW OPEN EVENINGS

coupon ﬂ anytime-expires 5-10-87

Monday, May 4, 1987

Rock’n’roll readings
kind of like sex lives

rock will lead us (or has led us),
fashion, hating some music and liking
other music, touring, bars, alcohol,
dancing and fetishism. Bangs' prose
goes from bashfully documentarian to
out-of-control without skipping a beat.
Sometimes intolerant and braggy,
sometimes lost and timorous, Bangs, a
rock'n'reller himself, has written prose
that comes as close to rock's pagan
abandon as it gets.

His death was a rotten, foul thing,
3. “Rolling Stone's Book of Lists,
Rolling Stone writers.

Everything odd, spooky, absurd and
revolting about rock music is con-
tained herein. Just when you thought
you were too old to be spooked over
things like back-masking, Paul Me-
Cartney death rumors and where Jim
Morrison really is now, this book
comes along to open up rock’s most
hallowed caskets,

There's also ridiculous fluff lists,
like Top 10 Songs About Fashion, Top
10 Songs About Drugs, etc. All in fun,
4. Trouser Press Record Guide.

Trouser Press was, for four or five
years, the only serious alternative to
Rolling Stone magazine. The writers
liked the music more than the sound of
their own overly educated voices, hada
pubescent love of trivia and noisy
racket instead of a post pubescent love
of Bang and Olafsen sound and good
cocaine, and you could read about the
latest releases from Pere Ubu and the
Fleshtones instead of the newest Joni
Mitchell or Journey.

The Trouser Press Guide came out
after the magazine closed down and it
critically profiles most every band or
musician on the fringe of mainstream
rock music. The guide covers hip-hop,
rap, new wave, hardcore, industrial,
electronic and some ambient space
music.

The writing is fresh and as objective
as good rock journalism can be, Per-
haps the best word is “open,” not
objective. The writers are open to most
anything from the far-out to the poppy.

Put Dave March, et al.'s “Rolling
Stone Guide" in a dark attic where you
can find it when ravaged by middle age.
“Trouser Press” is the superior guide
for anyone continually interested in
the shifting landscape of rock music.
Magazines:

1. SPIN

SPIN magazine is just the hippest
thing available right now. It's got its
faults, sure, One, it's run by Bob Gucei-
one Jr., who seems to take more inter-
est in protecting his daddy from Jimmy
Swaggart than in where music is head-
ing. Two, the writers sometimes come
from irreputable places. Glenn O'Brien,
for instance, is completely full of poop.

These are small faults, however, in a
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Mother’s Day Jewelry Sale

® earrings
* brooches
* bolos

® rings

* vintage jewelry

EAST PARK PLAZA
DOWNTOWN 217 N. 11th
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