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Surfs up ait McComamgiy
Take a break, cruise the Caribbean with the Linoma Mashers

Kristi Rose 's voice
coming to the Zoo Preview by Tish Mockler

Staff Reporter

If dead week has made you wish you
were dead, revive your sinking spirits
this weekend when the sparkling tide
of the Caribbean surges your way, via
the Linoma Mashers.

The Mashers play rootsy island music
within unabashed exuberance and a
decidedly silly bent. They play every-

thing from surf to calypso to romantic
ballads. They also do a couple of trib-
utes to "great" Nebraska reservoirs
that are so catchy and unique that they
could be considered a genre all their
own.

The Mashers are Martin Elias, bass;
Eric Goolsby, sound and percussion;
Rex Gray, guitar and vocals; Steve
Monson, drums; Mark Nelson, keyboards;
Dan Prescher, vocals, guitar and saxo-

phone; and Eric "the Wrecker," per-
cussion.

The Mashers have been together for
two years and are a "continuation in

spirit" of "The Hut Suts," a ska band of
which Gray, Monson and Prescher had
been members.

Almost half of the songs they play
are original, mostly written by Gray and
Prescher. Some of their classics, like
"Lake Okoboji (their "Anthem of Silli

is a great resource person of island

music, which is scarce, if not impossi-
ble, to locate in the United States.

"The Caribbean is the richest musi-

cal place in the world." he said.
Monson visits the islands once ayear

and says that he drops $200 to $300 on
records. He has, as he joked, his "fin-

gers oh the Caribbean pulse."
Monson has been to the Carnival in

Trinidad, a two-da- y street celebration
with music and dancing in the streets.
He and a few other Mashers and friends
regularly bring a bit of the Carnival to
Omaha when they join in parades. Their
ribbon-winnin- g "float" is a haywagon
called "The Rainbow Zulu" on which
they dress up in bright Carnival cos-

tumes and play drums and percussion
instruments.

Prescher said that they can gauge
how they are doing when they see
strangers out dancing at the same fren-

zied pace as regulars, and so far they
seem to be doing rather well. Now

remember, there is life after finals. So

take at least a four-hou- r break and
dance your way to mental health with
the Mashers and start to dream of the
summer ahead.

The Linoma Mashers are play-
ing at Chesterfield's tonight and
Saturday night.

ness") and "Lake McConaughy," are
group efforts. These tributes to Mid-

western oases, which they call "the
little Caribbean" are joyous and flam-

boyant songs:
"Do you wanna take a drive to

west Nebraska ?Vel I, I know I
really don't have to ask ya.
There's a place with the bitchin-es- t

surfin ' around. And it 's even
got a super-coo- l prairie-do- g town.
Surfs up at McConaughy . . .

Lake McConaughy. "
Monson said they have limited their

reservoir songs, but in the same breath,
he pondered Lake Manawa's potential.
They also play a few calypso classics
like "The Big Bamboo" and "Behind for
Your." Their version of "The Ten Com-

mandments," in which Prescher enu-
merates 10 rules for a girlfriend to
abide by, is sung with such gusto and
humor that you have to forgive them for
covering such a song.

The diversity of the band's personal-itite- s

and their obvious rapport allow
them room for some refreshing sponta-
neity and make for a friendly, relaxed
atmosphere, that is easy to get swept
up in. Prescher's uninhibited stage
presence and Gray's soulful intensity
complement each other.

Monson, a confessed "vinyl junkie,"

Preview by Stew Magnuson
Senior Reporter

Kristi Rose's voice. That might be
the only thing people in downtown
Lincoln will talk about this wee-

kend. Even if you're just walking
down 14th Street to get some coo-

kies or ice cream, Rose's voice will
grab your attention, make you forget
about your sugar fix and suck you
into the Zoo Bar to hear her golden
pipes. Rose can sing it any way you
want it. A raunch rock'n'roll voice, a
country twang or soft erotic moans.

Kristi Rose and the Midnight
Walkers will be at the Zoo tonight
and Saturday.

Rose grew up near the Kentucky
Southern Illinois border listening to
country-western- , singing gospel
mountain ballads in her church
choir and getting the usual doses of
rock'n'roll and 70s pop from nearby
radio stations.

In 1980, she bought a one-wa- y

ticket to New York, carrying $60 in
her pocket and vague aspirations to
perform.

"I always wanted to be a singer.
But I had no idea how I was going to
go about it ... At the Pyramid Club
I would just stand by a piano and
sing Tammy Wynette covers," Rose
said.

At The Pyramid Club she met
Chris Christos, the Midnight Walkers'
guitarist and Rose's r. They
formed the band in 1983, building a
loyal following at The Pyramid Club.

"Our first following was drag
queens and biker," Christos said.
And they all got along great together.

"The only time we didn't get paid
for playing our biker fans were
there. At the end of the night, when
we told them we didn't get paid .

. . they tore the place up. That's
the last time we didn't get paid in
New York," Christos said.

The Midnight Walkers now in-

cludes Christos, Ricky Rothchild on
drums and substitute bassist Steve
Cohen.

Their recently released first LP,
"Some People," on Rounder Records,
is receiving critical acclaim and
was recently voted Best New York
Debut Album.

"We've been described as Tammy
Wynette meets ACDC," Rose said.

"But we're not that at all," Chris-

tos added. "People who don't know
how to describe us call us that.
There's a hard edge to our music. It's
the intensity of the music, not the
volume."

"I think the album is a good
representation of us live," Roth-

child said. "We're a
no-fril- ls guitar band with Kristi's
big voice."

The LP was cut in two days with
most of the songs performed live in
the studio and few overdubs. Most
of the songs are Rose-Christo- s crea-

tions, with three interesting covers,
including a torchy version of the
Everly Brothers' "Love Hurts" and a
wild verson of "Glory Hallelujah!"

PICKLES NEW DOWNTOWN STORE NOW OPEN AT 17th & P
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...with classical music bargains from
associated labels London, Philips and
Deutsche Grammophon. These titles
just $7.97 on Ip or cassette, $12.49 on
compact disc
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...and a large selection of classical
compact discs priced at only 9.99

WE ROCK LINCOLN! o,irt mh" klciiH' ji himuMk

I'mihoin VrriMctr Huhm

ivntu A' BitIiii I'hithjnmifiii s

DVORAK "WW WORLD" SYMPHONY

SYMPHONIC VARIATIONS

(otuertgebouw London Symphony
Colin Davis

ft.:: 5S .:: W: :

ii :. .:

BOLERO
THE RITE
OF SPRING

Soft)
CMuoo

:g

Symphony

UnivGfsrUj Floral

Collate Sebbin of Bclhmni-SniitiiM- Vi.

kjrjjn Kirlm I'hilhjrmiHiii
HM II

BRANDENBURG
CONCERTOS 1,2 & 3

I H'l'AHD

...

I VI. I IMMHI KIWI III MH

474-379- 2

118 N. 14th VA blks. south of Nebraska Union

I .. v i 1 i t i j -

.tin,. W--"- --

.... RECORDS TAPES COMPACT DISCS
In Lincoln In Omaha:5i;x:::::::i:

138th Q (Millard Plaza)
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