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Nebraska's Bill Jackman pulis up for a jump shot as Andrew
Lang of Arkansas looks on. Nebraska won 78-71.

Trip could pair NU
with 10 ranked teams

By Rich Cooper

Staff Reporter

Nebraska softball coach Ron Wol-
forth said the Cornhuskers’ annual
spring break trip to Texas and Cali-
fornia should indicate how good the
squad is.

The Huskers, ranked No. 4 nation-
ally, will play in the Houston Classic
Thursday through Sunday. Nebraska
will face No. 3 Texas A&M in a dou-
bleheader on Monday and then travel
to California to play Cal - Berkeley in
a double hitter next Wednesday.
The Huskers will finish the road trip
with the San Jose Invitational March
27 through 29.

Wolforth said it's going to be a
“tough” road trip in which the
Huskers will see 10 of the top 20
teams in the nation.

“The good thing about this road
trip is that by the time the Big Eight
Conference schedule rolls around,
the players have been in just about
every pressure situation that a player
could encouter in a big game,” Wol-
forth said. “The team is either going
to learn how to win or real quickly
learn how to lose."

At the Houston Classie, four top-
10 teams will compete. The top-
ranked team at the tournament wi!l
be No. 3 Texas A&M. The Aggier
were 17-1 in the fall. Their only loss
came {0 Nebraska.

Wolforth said Texas A&M will be
looking to beat the Huskers since
the teams have a "very big" rivalry.

“1 will have no problem getting
our feam up to play Texas A&M
because in the fall we were the only
team to beat them," Wolforth said.
“Their coach said we won the game
because they made some errors, but
when | looked in our stat book, it
showed that Texas A&M didn't have
any errors,”

“A&M though is a solid team, but
what their coach said had an effect
on some of the players on this team.
We have some Texas girls on this
team, and they have a lot of pride.”

The other teams that will play in
the Houston Classic are No. 5 Loui-

siana Tech, No. T Arizona, Ne. 9
Arizona State and No, 19 Kansas,

The Huskers finished third last
year at the Houston Classic. Wol-
forth said the key to Nebraska's
success will be consistent hitting
from the bottom part of the batting
order. '

In the second part of the road
trip, Nebraska will first play No. 11
California. Wolforth said the Golden
Bears are a solid team and could
give the Huskers some problems.

“California can really hit the
ball," he said. “We would have
played them at the Roadrunner
Classic March 5 through 8, but they
lost to Fresno State in the quarter-
finals of that tournament. I think
against Fresno State, California might
have been looking ahead to playing
us. They will be ready this time.”

At the San Jose Invitativnal, Ne-
braska will be the second-ranked
team in the tournament. UCLA,
ranked No. 2, will be the team to
beat, Wolforth said. But, as with
Texas A&M, Wolforth said, he will
have no problem getting his team
up for a game with the Bruins.

“Just the name UCLA should get
our team up. They have traditionally
always had a good team," Wolforth
said. “The girls on the team are
really looking forward to this trip.
They've worked hard in the off-
season and | think the excitement
of these games will carry us through
this long trip.”

Five ranked teams will be playing
at San Jose. They are Arizona State,
California, Kansas, No. 12 North-
western, and No, 14 Central Michi-
gan, one of the only teams Lo defeat
the Huskers this season. The Huskers
lost to Central Michigan 2-1 in 10
innings at the Roadrunner Invita-
tional

Wolforth said the only thing he is
worried about is his pitchers’ health.
If one of the pitchers happens Lo gel
hurt, he said, the Huskers could be
in trouble.

Nebraska's pitching staff had an
ERA of .29 last fall and only gave up
four earned runs in 14 games,

NU smashes through NIT detour;
Huskies next tournament roadblock

By Mark Derowitsch
Staff Reporier

Nebraska men's basketball Coach
Danny Nee almost had his spring break
plans detoured by the Arkansas Razor-
backs in thesecond half last night, but

" the Cornhuskers prevailed for a 7871

win. -

Nee's spring break plans include a
trip to his hometown, New York City,
where the Huskers have a chance Lo
play in the National Invitation Tour
nament final four at Madison Square
Garden. The Huskers need one victory
to reach Nee's homecoming trip after
holding off a Razorback rally.

The next roadblock will be the Uni-
versity of Washington, Nebraska will
play the Huskies in the third round of
the NIT at 1:30 p.m. at the Bob Devaney
Sports Center,

“I'm really proud of this basketball
team,” Nee said. "I don't think that
we're the prettiest basketball team in
the country but we're still playing and
finding a way to win, I think it's a credit
to the players.”

Nebraska took a 31-12 lead into the
locker room at halftime thanks to 15
Razorback turnovers and 20 percent
shooting from the field. Arkansas hit

only three of 15 shots in the first half

but connected on six of nine free
throws, Arkansas' 12 first half points

set asports center record. The previous
mark was |3 set by South Dakota State
and Southwest Missouri State.

At the starl of the game, Arkansas
coach Nolan Richardson said he thoughi
the Razorbacks started slow because of
[ear,

“We got off on the wrong fool,”
Richardson said. “We had 15 tumovers
and hit only three shots, so that's very
scary. We had fear of shots, fear of

The numbers

Arkansas 71
Ratliff 7
Moore 2
Credit 4
Wilson 3
Huery 10
Freeman 4
Lang 1
Hutehinson 2
McKellar Y
Whitby 2
Scott 17
Baker 2
Nebraska 78
Vick 18
Day 19
Jackman 2
Buchanan 11
Carr 6
Bailous 20
Neubert i 2

movement, liow of the: upeuk, so the
firsthall we wers situation of rutal
fean,"”

Arkunisus came oul in fhy cond
hall and traded Tour baskels with the
Huskers until it reeled off cight stragit

poinis t cut the lead to 14 with 1516
left in the gam Viek bro
scoring run with & layup. Vick stoncd b
of his 18 poinls in the second hail.
Anthony Bailous led Nobraska with 20
points,

Arkansas' Tim Seott started on a hal
streak in the second hall by hitting »
three-point shot, cotting the Huskie™
lead o 48-35, But onee again it was
Vick who answered for Nebraska, this

LS FH N, the

time with a duuk to put Nebraska back
up by 14,

Scott hit two more Lhree point shots
within a minute to pull the Razorbacks

to within three, 53-50, with ;12 lelt Lo
play. But that was the closest the
Razorbacks would come as Lthe Huskers
advanced Lo the third round of the NIT
Toumament.

“I told our team in the dressing room
(during halfime) to forget about all the
things that happened during the lirst
hall," Richardson said, "1 think the
second half we just came out and
played extremely hard. We thought we
saw them hit the panic button with
four or five minutes to go. We had a
couple of chances that didn't happen.”

Nebraska's Bill Jackman puts up a second half shol as Arkansas’' Keith Wiison goes for the

block.




