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Within this, NU's fourth

midyear budget cut in
six years most likely will be the
law of the state. That's bad
enough. But this is worse: With
the exception of one trifle, virtu-

ally no one has lifted a finger to
stop it.

While debate in the Legisla-
ture focused on funding for men-

tal retardation, telephone de-

regulation and state aid to
education, the 1 percent cut in
NU's 1986-8- 7 state support went
undebated and unchallenged. a
With the 33-- 8 second-roun- d vote
Wednesday on the main budget-cuttin- g

bill, the last practical
chance to reduce or defeat the
cuts was lost. Final approval and
Gov. Bob Kerrey's signature seem
a foregone conclusion.

Technically, NU won one bat-

tle when senators voted to pre-
serve $100,000 in the budget for to
a bachelor's degree nursing pro-

gram at West Nebraska General
Hospital in Scottsbluff. Much
blood, toil, tears and sweat was
exerted on behalf of the pro-

gram. But it's disappointing that
not one senator, even the ones
from Lincoln, offered amendments
at least to discuss the implica-
tions of the remaining budget
cuts.

Of course, senators didn't have

many options. Lincoln Sens. David
Landis and Jim McFarland em-

phasize that Kerrey's special-sessio- n

call precluded any con-
sideration of tax increases. With-
out an "out" to raise revenue,
Landis says he and other sena-
tors had no choice but to support
the cuts because the budget has
to be balanced. a

But a sense of utter futility
was probably what prevented
debate on the NU cut. McFarland
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been a lot of cheap talk up
There's Statehouse this past week.

talk from cheap folk.

They're trimming Nebraska's poor,
lean budget in one of our annual spe-
cial sessions. And higher education
seems to be taking it in the ass once
again.

There's something wrong up in that
building, something very, very wrong.
The Chief of the Reason Department,
whoever that may be, is asleep. He's
been sleeping for years now. In fact, no
one can find him. I think he's left the
state this state of emergency:
Nebraska. Home ofBig Red football, Big
Red football and Big Red football.

Academics?
Nah.

Planning for the future?
Nah.
Dollars and sense?
Nah.
Now that the Chief of Reason has

escaped unnoticed, senators' brains
are taking over. They're waking up from

long naps. Or are they?
"Heck, " one senator reasons,

"if the football team is going
halfway all right, things must be
all right at the university. "

"Ah, shucks," says another,
"we just can't afford to give the
school any money. Besides there s
other things in this state you
know . . Uh . . .there's . . . Pio-
neer Village . . . and uhm . . .

uhm . . . Pioneer village "
More reasoning: "Industry

doesn't look at the intellectual
attitudes ofa state when choosing
new sites."

"Why, this is an agricultural state,"
reasons the senator. "Why should we
finance the university when it has so
many d programs? Agriculture's
not important to this state."

Oh where, oh where has our Chief of
Reason gone? Oh where, oh where can
he be?

Is he hiding beHnd a dusty, former

Letters

how much you have to learn: That's
what education is all about. A friend
once told me this: "Once you think you
know everything . . . then you're in
trouble." I agree. That's when we shut
ourselves off from everyone and their
different ideas. That's when we become
narrow-minde-

Nebraska can such narrow-mindednes-

Not now. Not when our
farmers are being kicked from their
land. Not when we're watching young
Comhusker brains hop the state border
over to Colorado or California.

Here's what we need to do to remedy
this situation: I suggest we make a

change this year when the senators
reconvene for the new session. I say we

send them to college for a year. Some
need to take a refresher course in
economics. Others should jaunt over to
the med school in Omaha; we need to
see some fancy first aid in drafting next
year's budget.

Some senators need to meet me just
outside the Union Bakery at 11:23 a.m.
that first day. I need some help finding
the Chief of Reason.

The other day, I was at the Star City
Holiday Parade passing out programs
for a starving university organization.
Toward the end of the parade, the UNL

Comhusker Marching Band came strut-

ting down the street, playing the fight
song, looking sharp in their red, white
and gold crispness.

I don't go to football games, so I

don't see the band that often. But

seeing them that day sent chills all the
way down to my rear end. Everyone in
the streets cheered as they went by.

People clapped to the fight song. There
was pride for the University of Nebraska
that Saturday morning on 13th Street.

But it was ironic and undeserved
pride from people who are sitting back
and watching the heart of their state
die.

Where is our Chief of Reason?

Hudler is a senior news-editori-

major and Daily Nebraskan Sowereditor.

says. If a serious amendment to

chop or wipe out the cut had
been offered, he says, enough
votes were out there to defeat it.
In addition, ASUN President Chris
Scudder says, NU officials feel
their energies will be better
used during next spring's budget
fight than now.

A "futility" argument makes
some sense. But senators weren't
totally without budget options.
They had $450,000 of maneuver-

ing room $150,000 because

they struck money to implement
telephone-deregulatio- n law and

$300,000 because their budget-cu- t

package was higher than
Kerrey's. Senators did restore
the Scottsbluff nursing money,
which is commendable in light
of the nursing shortage in that
part of the state. But senators
decided the rest of the NU cuts

which will do greater damage
the university and the state
weren't high on their priority

list.
And senators could have at

least talked about the cuts. Quite
often, senators will introduce an
amendment that has no chance
of passing in order to make a
point and then withdraw the
amendment before a vote. If
senators had debated the impli-
cations of further NU cuts, the
university community might feel
the Legislature knew what is was

doing. By remaining silent, it
seems senators don't care.

The Legislature could still
reverse itself and reconsider the
NU cuts, and we urge it strongly
to do so. What's most dishearten-
ing, however, is that state govern-
ment seems to consider NU only

big-tick- et item that can be cut
without regard to students, faculty
members and the state's own
interests.

fomblinj
that's how they got their food,
literally. No farming, no food, no
life. Massive urbanization and
technological advance changed
all that. Farming changed from a
way of life to a way to make a
living. The verbal shift is subtle
but the long-ter-m implications
for the attraction of farming is
broad.

Farming isn't easy even if
we ignore today's economic con-

siderations. In this week's issue
of "The New Republic," author
Jeffrey Pasley (in an article
entitled "The Idiocy of Rural
Life," and sporting the opening
quotation from Marx) points out
that farming is the most danger-
ous job (five times as dangerous
as industrial jobs) and is a high-stres-s

job. One study "antedat-
ing the farm crisis" showed that
suicide rates were higher for
farmers than for the population
as a whole.

So who can blame stud ents for
not wanting to go into farming or
related farming occupations. As

jobs go, it's not all what it's
cracked up to be.

faculty member's desk? If that's the
case, call out the search dogs and

helicopters; it'll be a long search.
Which desk? The ranks are thin. And

they're thinning.
Maybe he skipped the state in shame

after dumping laundry detergent into
Broyhill Fountain.

Maybe he got fed up with all that
Statehouse ignorance . . . and left.

I don't understand it.
Don't those folks know we're losing

our youth as fast as a Comhusker
running back? Have they talked to any
high-scho- kids who are planning

Ad
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college careers? Maybe they need to
read some old newspaper clips. Maybe
they need to read those stories that say
several of our state's smartest kids are
leaving Nebraska for an education else-

where. Maybe they need to realize
Nebraska is the University of Nebraska,
and because kids are losing pride and
hope in the latter, they're losing pride
and hope in the former.

Maybe we should put it in a vernacular
that we can all understand: Nebraska
is losing. It's a shutout. There are
injuries on the field.

Maybe we all need a refresher course,
reminding us just how important a
college education is. College is a four-yea-r

(or longer if you're normal)
intellectual orgy. The purpose ofcollege
is this: It teaches you to think. It
teaches you to want to think. It gives
you a thirst for knowledge. It teaches
you humanities and history, telling you
what's failed in history and why it
failed.

Finding out what you don't know and

What Harden did not bother to con-
sider was that the goal of my talk was
not to perpetrate stereotypes of Native
Americans as alcoholics but to seek
resolution to the problems of juvenile
crime which is for the most part
alcohol-relate- As I reported in my
talk, both tribal sources and the scho-

larly literature claim that the majority
of Indian crime is alcohol-related- , and
the Indian community, along with
researchers, is attempting to discover
ways to alleviate these problems.

Lastly, Harden is tired of being iden-
tified as Indian rather than simply

But other fields have problems, too
"The bourgeosie has . . .

rescued a considerable part
of the population from the
idiocy of rural life. "

The Communist Mani-
festo

"Student enrollment drops
in UNLag college. "
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fallout of theThe shakedown in
continues to

spread in impact. While oppor-
tunities dwindle on the farm,
fewer students appear willing to
commit themselves to a career in

agriculture. That makes a lot of
sense. As a result, the enrol-

lment in the UNL College of

Agriculture has declined by
almost one-thir- d since 1880.

But more seems to be at work
here than just economics. The

change in the philosophy of
farming seems to be catching up
with its participants.

In the past, farming was pre-

cisely a way of life. Ninety per-
cent ofAmericans farmed because

Speaker's goal not to build Indian stereotypes
With reference to Lakota Harden's them. to

Dec. 1 letter, I too am sorry she did not
attend the seminar in which I gave a
presentation on Native American sub-

stance abuse and its relationship to
criminal activity. Had she attended,
she would have realized that my pres-
entation was based on a literature
review I conducted last summer with
the support of the Center for Great
Plains Studies. The center's grants
carry with them the stipulation that
results are shared with the public in
this monthly seminar series. I am
grateful for their support and was

happy to make my presentation to

American; programs specific the
needs of Indian people such as the
Juvenile Indian Drug and Alcohol Abuse

Prevention Act reflect efforts at long-overdu- e

compensation and assistance
due Indian people and are won as a
result of their strength from their
Indian identity which helps them cope
with the difficulties of being Indian
and in prison. Ethnic survival is not

something imposed on Indian people;
it is something they desire as part of

Hopefully, tribal programs will be

See LETTER on 5


