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‘I, Tina,” a Turner comeback
Tale of a woman's struggle for dignity

By Scott Harrah
Arts & Entertainment Editor

“I, Tina" by Tina Turner with
Kurt Loder ($16,95, William
Morrow)

Tina Turner is one of the most
acclaimed superstars of the decade.
In 1984, she released her comeback
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album, “Private Dancer,” a mega-
selling pastiche of the energy and
soul that illuminated her days with
Ike back in the '60s.

But there is a dark side to that
energy from the past that Turner
candidly reveals in her autobiogra-
phy. Television clips from her days
with lke often show Tina as a
frenetic, bouffant-wigged showgirl
that moved with sinuous grace and
raw charm. What we are usually not
told is that Tina often performed
back then with blood in her mouth
and makeup over multitudes of

body and facial contusions. The
reason? Her physically abusive,
sadistic husband and musical part-
ner, [ke Turner.

Ike beat Tina with coat hangers,
his fist and any other object that
could bully her into the physical
and emotional submission that he
loved to see her wallow in, For some
reason, Tina took all the abuse and
kept her mouth shut as their music
seduced a generation.

After all, Tina reasoned, Ike had
made her a star, He had taken her
away from a life of hardship and
pain in St. Louis and had molded
her potential. She remained stoic
and let him treat her like a puppet
and a sex object because that is the
way she thought life was mapped out
for her. Her mother had never loved
her and her family was aloof, so
that's the way she thought she was
supposed to be treated in life, like
a worthless cipher,

On stage she was Tina Turner, a
hip black chanteuse who could belt
out rhythm and blues with spirit

and soul. But off stage, she was
merely Anna Mae Bullock, the target
for other people's frustrations and
misunderstandings.

Then, in the middle of a tour in
1976, Tina decided that she could
no longer stand the abuse and
misery, so she absconded from their
hotel room with 36 cents in her
pocket, never to retumn to Ike and
the hell he had damned her to since
the day he met her,

Because she left in mid-tour, she
had to face umpteen thousand dollars
worth of debts, but she persevered
and learned to make it on her own.

A few years later, while living in
England, she released a single, “Let's
Stay Together." The song was a
smash, so producers asked her to
make an album, “Private Dancer."”
The album was made in a week, it
became a phenomenal success and
the rest is happy history.

Anyone who has ever admired the
talents of Tina Tumner will find *J,
Tina" a compelling, hard-to-put-down
read. :

Tk n
Turner at The Ritzin New York at the beginning of her come-
back in 1984.
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NDT will produce plays
depicting New York City

Nebraska Directors’ Theatre an- paced one-liners as the Grim Reaper
nounces its November production, an calls on the offbeat, anxiety-ridden
evening of three one-act plays entitled, world of the author.

“All Around the Town.” The plays  [n “The Lovliest Afternoon of the
explore the quirks, characters and Yyear" two people search for love in a
dangers that gives New York City its ¢old and impersonal city of millions.
unique flavor. The author, John Guare, weaves his

The plays were written by three of sense of humor into the play. He is best
New York's most popular writers, known for his Tony award-winning play,

“Death Knocks"” by Woody Allen is “The House of Blue Leaves."”
loaded with hilarious hijinx and fast-  qpia award-winmer “The Indian

Wants the Bronx" by Israel Horovitz is

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARY
SPECIAL

10% DISCOUNT
On Wedding Gown
Orders

third on the bill. It is an intense psy-
chological drama that uncovers the
seedy guts of the dark world of NYC,
(This play launched Al Pacino’s career.)

Dates: November 13, 14, 15and 16 at
8 p.m.

For reservations call 472-1610 be-
tween | and 5 p.m, Monday thru Friday,
Tickets also are available at the door.

2530 “0" Street Admission is $4 for the general public
Lincoln, Ni::'l:g'o and $3 for students and senior citizens.
' "4| -,"5";37" Jonathan Meyer makes his NDT dir-

ecting debut with these three shows.

Clinic.

services including:

I went to their clinic for a no charge consultation to talk about new contact
lenses. Their office offers complete contact lens services and complete optical

—thorough examination, individual fitting, and close supervision
—curbside parking, convenient central Lincoln location
—appointments available lunch hours, and Saturdays
—eight week trial program for
eclose observation of comfort and eye health
elens strength or fitting modification if indicated
eno charge for damaged lenses
—spare glasses, sunglasses and special solutions for sensitive eyes
—a continuing care program — future upgrading of contact lenses as
scientific progress is made.
I decided to have them fit my eyes and I was very comfortable with their
professional approach, their fees, and their thoroughness.
Everyone in their office helped me become a successful wearer. I consider
their office outstanding and I recommended them to all my friends.

$20/Month Budget Plan (no interest or carrying charge)

IMALEAR VISION CENTERS.
3200 ‘O’ St.

“IT IS VERY IMPORTANT FOR ME TO HAVE
MY CONTACT LENSES FITTED PROPERLY.”

Like most people, I'm on the go alot. I tried contact lenses a few years ago and
was never really happy. Wearing contacts helped my vision but they became a
hassle because of the mild discomfort and occasional fuzzy vision.

I asked several of my friends who wear contacts to recommend a specialist,
and most of them recommended Dr. Powell at the International Contact Lens

475-1030

Sheri Townsend
University Student




