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work is hell, love is hell, hell is hell. . .

By Chris McCubbin

0 you ever wonder why

you like fo pick scabs?

It's not good for you
and it hurfs and it’s messy, but
you just keep doing it. Not
waifing for the wound fo heal,
you make It bigger and uglier
with every yank — increasing
the chance each time that
you'll cafch some sort of hor-
rible infection and die in ag-
ony.

Reading Matt Groening's
“Life is Hell” cartoons is a lof
like pulling scabs — a nof-
particularly-pleasant activify
that nonetheless holds a sifrg-
nge, irresistible, unholy fasci-
nation,

“Work Is Hell” is Groening'’s
second collection of “Life In
Hell” carfoons. In the book’s
first cartoon, entifled “Life In
Hell: An Infroduction,” Groen-
ing tells us that “Life In Hell” is
“an amusing little trifle of a
comic strip starring assorted
crudely drawn rabbits.” The
rabbifs are Binky, the book’s
sfar, Sheba, his girifriend, and
Bongo, Binky's one-eared ille-
gitimate son. Also appearing
regularly are Akbar and Jeff,
two imperturbable, identical
humaon annoyances in Char-
lie Brown shirts and fezzes.

In the first cartoon we also
learn that the five major themes
of “Life In Hell" are love, sex,
work, death and laughs; that
the “Life In Hell” philosophies
are “yourdays are numbered,”
‘It’s later than you think,” “we're
alldoomed” and “have anice
day;” and that the cartoonist’s
name rhymes with “complain-
ing.”

gOn first reading “Life In Hell,”
one is tempted to believe that
Groening is some sort of satanic
iluminatus with cameras and
microphones planted in your

bedroom, bathroom, car and
plaoce of business.

In truth, Groening s genius is
an abllity to see into conven-
tions and anxieties of the race
so ancient that the rest of us
aon’t even realize they exist.
When he drags these primal
taboos out info the sunlight
and waves them in our faces,
our reaction islaughter. Loud,
edgy. hysterical laughter that
can go on for minufes at
time.

Don‘tget me wrong; there’s
nothing gross or disgusfing
about ning’s carfoons. It’s
easy fo ignore the gross and
the disgusting. Groening is
much more insidious than that.

This book is not quite as
effective as ifs predecessor,
“Love Is Hell,” simply because
work is not as Intrinsically
painful an experience as love.
Only aboutone-third of the 45
cartoons in the book actually
deal with work. If iE,/ou'arfe leery
about shelling out $5.95 for 45
carfoons, thats understand-
able, but reading. Groening is
not like reading “Dennis The
Menace.”

So, if "Life In Hell” is so un-
pleasant, why is it so great?
Maybe it’s kind of the intellec-
tual equivalent of playing high
school football Most of the
kids out there on the field
don't want fo be there: they
don't enjoy being trampled
by 300-pound, 15-year-old
endocrine freaks, But football
iIs a way fo prove youre o
man, a way to show you hove
the fortitude to function in
adult society, Maybe literate
people need “Life In Hell” to
show they don't need the cul-
tural illusions, to prove they
can face reality, to show they
can take if.
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EL 5400 Special Price ..............

EL 560011 Sclentific .................

CE 126P Thermal Printer.............
1 :

HP-11CSclentific .......co00venenns $41.00
HP12CFinancial . ....oiieiaiveaeais 72.00
HP-15C Scientific...........coouuu... T72.00
HP-18C Programmer ................ 86.00

.............

TeEXxas
INSTRUMENTS

1 36 SLA Solar Scientific ... ... .....

Tl 74 New! Basic Programmabie . . . ..
PC 324I m&'dnw ..............
TSS5ISclentific ............oc00vuen 33
T 5310 Desktop Financial :: ;15“ Sdenﬂﬂcom ..... 810.8
TIBAl Fina Proca e My s e e Vi 000G Graphic | Rt 54,
- FX3800P Scientific......... ... 18.00
FX 451 SolarScientific ......... 21.00

FX 8100 Sclentific with Clock ... 30.
FX 80 Credit Card Scientific ... 19.00

CALL TOLL FREE 800-621-1269 EXCEPT lllinois. Alaska. Hawaii
Accessories discounted too. MasterCard or VISA by phone or mail, Mail Cashier's chack,
Money Ord,, Pers. Check (2 wks to cir), Sorry no C.0.D."s. Add'$4.00 15t item $1 ea add'l shpg
& handl. Shpts to IL address add 7% tax, Prices subj to change, University/College P.O.'s

Weicome. WRITE (no calls) for frae catalog. 30-day return policy for defective merchandise
only. ALL ELEK-TEK MERCHANDISE IS BRAND NEW, 1ST QUALITY AND COMPLETE.
6557 N LincolnAve  Chicago, IL 60645
(312) 631-7800 (312)677-7660

ELEK-TEK.inc.
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Draws
“til Midnight

NO COVER

No Strings, No Catches, No Fine Print
Just the Best Value in Lincoln!!!

Huge Dance Floor, 10 Pool Tables, 6000 Bulb Light Show,
10 Video Screens, Best Dance Music played by Scott Messler.
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WE ROCK LINCOLN

474-2777




