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What is notable about this custody wrangle is
its utter predictability. This was, everyone in the
field will agree, a case waiting (o happen.

When the first stories written about surrogate
motherhood made their way into the media, it
sounded as if the biological mother suffered
nothing more damaging than stretch marks. It
sounded as if surrogate mothers were just an
easy helpmate for the infertile. But there was
always that question hovering in the air: “What if
she changed her mind?”

Could the biological mother be held forcibly
to a contract for the sale of her egg and use of her
womb? If she reneged, could the biological
father demand back his money or his genes? If
she changed her mind, what would happen to the
baby?

The sad human part of this drama is that
neither the Whiteheads nor the Sterns predicted
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Baby M custody battle to set precedent for surrogate law

ing the child taken from my arms,” Mary Beth
wrote after the fact, "1 felt like | was used for one
purpose and was no longer needed or wanted."

This was exactly what she had promised: to be
no longer needed or wanted, But it is something
a person can promise?

| don't know how the courts will deal with this
question. There is very little law governing sur-
rogacy so far. The technology of parenthood has
run far ahead of the courts,

It is possible, assuming blood tests confirm
Mr. Stern's fatherhood, that they deal with it as a
contract case, testing whether it is legal to make
such a deal and illegal to break it. They may deal
with it as a straight custody dispute.

I do not believe that anyone should be able to
sign away parental rights before they have even
borne the child. A baby is not a piece of goods,
and human emotions do not make for neat con-
tracts. But at the very least, a mother should
have a matter of days after delivery to change her
mind. [f she does, she should have an equal right

her emotions. "l was completely devastated hav-  to custody.
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Does that muddy any agreement for surrogate
motherhood? Does that increase the risks for
couples who want a child this way? Absolutely, A
biological father could end up without even vis-
itation rights.

But the opposite scenario is more unsettling,
If a mother can legally turn over the rights to her
womb, then the ethic of marketplace has won.
Pregnancy becomes a service industry, and
babies are a product for sale,

[ do not know what the end of this story will be
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for Baby M. I suspect that the M stands for Messy.
The Sterns, the Whiteheads, the baby have
formed an emotional triangle. But they have also
become the stars of a cautionary tale about the
surrogate motherhood industry itself, Be wary of
peaple with contracts in their hands who prom-
ise a real easy deal on a brand-new baby.

¢ 1986, The Boston Globe Newspaper Company/

Washington Post Writers Group

Goodman is a Pulitzer prize-winning columnist
for the Boston Globe,
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DO YOU LIKE MUSIC?

IF YOU DO, HERE IS A CHANCE TO BUY
RECORD ALBUMS, CASSETTES OR

COMPACT DISCS AT LOW, LOW PRICES.

This eliminates the worry of monthly obligations and quotas to
national record clubs while choosing from the major labels; no
need to cancel the selection of the month. Buy when you are
ready: twice a month, once a month or once every three months.

Have the pleasure of buying your musical needs from the com-
fort of your home. Over 20,000 items available, including the
current Top 200 of Billboard Magazine.

All you have to do is purchase a coupon book for the price of
$25.00 and then begin saving. Your book has 50 coupons to be
used toward the purchase of record albums, cassette tapes or
compact discs. When you purchase the title of your choice for the
regular price ($7.98 for records or tapes and $12.98 for compact
discs), include one of the coupons with your order, and this allows
you to pick a second title at no extra cost. So in effect, you pur-
chase one title for regular price, and pay only 50¢ for your
second selection (which has already been paid with the purchase
of the coupon book). Also include $1.00 for shipping, and you are
on your way to inexpensive musical pleasure. At the time of your
first order, you will be sent a listing of the current Billboard Top
200 and with each subsequent order, a new list will be sent.
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| Styling For Students.

Sure, you're learning a lot.
Important things about the past
and the future. And lessons

for today, like style—

who has it, and who doesn't.

Command Performance.

In a class by ourselves.

Free consultation with every visit.

{ No appointment necessary.

Welcome to the Command Performance

Student Discount Club

Also, inquire to find out how you can start making some extra

money through this offer. just send in the coupon below to start "UNL

is entitled to 4 20% discount on any service available at
Command Performance Styling Saloas.

saving and possibly to earn spare money. Your coupon book will
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be delivered within two weeks and delivery of albums, tapes or
discs will take 2 to 4 weeks.
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