Beat the

Dorm Food Blues
476.0664 Thurs. 25° Tacos 4-Midnight

. $3.50 Steak Dinner
Fn.< $4.00 Steak & Shrimp> Al day long

Sat. 50¢° Meat & Bean Burritos
Noon-Midnight

JACKS OR BETTER 27th & Holdrege
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THE PALADINS

Vintage Rock-a-Billy from San Diego

“| like The Paladins. The bass player has a unique style.” —-Billy Zoom, “X"

“Reminds me of me . .. 27 years ago."”
—Marshall Lyttie from Billy Haley and The Comets

My favorite drummer.” —Bill Bateman, The Blasters
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ENJOY DOWNTOWN
LINCOLN FREE—

WITH A 51,000
DOWNTOWN SPRINGTIME
SHOPPING SPREE!

Register for Your Chance to Win.

Visit any participating
downtown merchant through
noon May 3 and register for
your chance to win $1,000
worth of downtown gift
certificates. Enjoy the
shopping, entertainment,
dining, dancing and more, and
while you're here, don’t forget
to register for your chance to
win a $1,000 Downtown
Springtime Shopping Spree!

S

Downtown
ringtime
Shgpping Spree

:

Drawing for the prize will be held at 3 p.m. May 3 in the Centrum. No purchase
necessary. Need not be present to win.

The villain Little Harp (Jeff Talbott) threatens the heroine Rosamund (Mary Mares) in UNL’s

production of “The Robber Bridegroom.”

Director calls UNL stage production
of ‘Bridegroom’ a ‘bouncy musical’

By Cindy Rohren
Staff Reporter

“The Robber Bridegroom," the popu-
lar country musical based on the writ-
ings of Eudora Welty, opens tonight at 3
p.m. in Howell Theatre, 12th and R
Streets.

Theater Preview

Rex McGraw, chairman of UNL's
theatre and dance department and
director of the play, said he chose the
musical because it is “based on a good
piece of writing,” and it is commonly
performed at colleges.

“Evervbody’s done it but us so it's
time we did," MeGraw said.

MeGraw described the production
as a "bouncy musical.” Bluegrass music
enhances the zany love affair between

“the dashing highwayman and a bewitch-
ing beauty,” and complications arise as
mistaken identities abound.

The play, set in Mississippi, is part
fact, part fairytale. The cast of 23 play
everything from common folk to south-
ern belles to inanimate characters,
such as walls.

“It deals with a story telling tech-
niques so nothing is real,” said McGraw.

MeGraw said that rehearsals for this
year's final UNL play begins in March,
but for the first several weeks were only
on weckends to incorporate students
involved in other productions. He said
that the actors have made a lot of
progress in the 3 1/2 weeks of rehearsal
and that he hasn't encountered any
problems with the cast.

“I'm clever and imaginative and so
are they,” said McGraw. “The whole
cast has been very inventive and quick
to pick up on things.”

McGraw said that cne of the most
remarkable aspects of the musical is
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the high percentage of freshmen in the
cast. He said that eight freshmen were
cast in the production, a number that
he said reflects the high degree of
talent among the first year class.

“We have an incredible freshman
class,” MecGraw said. “They're very
energetic.”

McGraw said that he and the lead,
played by Kevin Hofeditz, are the only
faculty members involved in the pro
duction. The set, costumes, lighting
and sound were all student-designed
and all other characters are played by
students.

“The Robber Bridegroom™ will run
through Saturday and April 28 through
May 3, with shows at 8 p.m. each
evening and matinees Saturdays at 2
p-m. Tickets, which are $4 for students
for weekdays and $4.50 for weekend
performances, can be purchased at the
Howell Theatre Box Office or by calling
472:2073.

228 North 12th Street

*and up
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