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WASHINGTON — Top NASA officials who
gave the go-ahead to launch the ill-fated Chal-
lenger mission were never told of a low temp-
erature reading of 7 t0 8 degrees on the shuttle's
right booster rocket prior to liftoff, according to
the space agency.

Jesse Moore, head of the space shuttle program
and the top-ranking official involved in the
launch decision, told a Senate hearing Tuesday
that if he had known of the reading "'l would have
asked more questions.”

The temperature on the morning of the Jan, 28
launch has been a ‘focus of a presidential
commission's investigation into the shuttle
accident because of concern that the cold might
have affected the performance of critical O-ring
seals between segments of the shuttle's two

rocket boosters,

At the time of the launch the air temperature
had risen to 38 degrees, but a dramatically lower
temperature on the surface of the booster might
have been an indication that super-cold liquid
hydrogen was leaking from the huge external
fuel tank, investigators say.

Richard Feynman, a physicist on the presi-
dential commission, said he does not believe the
low temperature readings were caused by a cold
hydrogen leak. In Wednesday's editions of the
Washington Post, he said the readings could
have been a result of breezes blowing past the
cold external fuel tank onto the booster rocket.

The Post also said that, “at the urging of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration,”
officials of booster manufacturer Morton Thiokol
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agreed to the cold-weather launch on the eve of
Iiftruff after twice recommending against it..
“Even at that point, however, a senior Thiokol
official at Cape Canaveral refused to endorse the
recommendation,” the Post quoted an unnamed
commission member as saying "“This shqok us to
the socks. We were unprepared for it. . .‘;It
changed the whole tone of the investigation.

The Post source said after hearing about that
last week in a closed session at the launch site,
“We threw everybody out of the room and. . de-
cided we had to tell the president.”

Rogers called Donald T. Regan, the Whilf.:
House chief of staff, and said he was “appalled”
to learn that key information about the shutgle‘s
condition hadn't reached top NASA officials,
according to the Post,

(-] ST
d warnings against liftoff

Moore told the space subcommittee of (he
Senate Commerce Committee that the reading
was recorded on a hand-held infrared scanper
used by workers examining the shuttle for jce
contamination on the morning of the launch, No
word of the low temperature reading was ever
relayed to officials charged with deciding whether
to go ahead with the launch, he said.

“Would that have caused you to have 4
material concern?” asked Sen. Donald Riegle,
D-Mich.

“l believe I would have asked some more
questions about what the reading indicated,”
Moore responded.

But Moore cautioned several times that the
instruments making the low temperature readings
are difficult to operate and he said the likelihood
of error could be “quite substantial.”
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Anti-Marcos bureau chief shot to death

GLENDALE, Calif. — An executive
of the Philippine News, a newspaper
opposed to the regime of Ferdinand
Marcos, was shot to death at home
Wednesday after receiving a threaten-
ing note, authorities said.

Several shots were fired in Oscar
Salvatierra's bedroom at his single
story Chevy Chase Canyon home, police
Sgt. Randy Tampa said.

Salvatierra’s elderly mother, who
speaks no English, was in the house
about 10 miles north of downtown Los
Angeles and called police to report the
crime after she heard gunshots, he
said.

Police fanned out through the

neighborhood, but no immediate wit-
nesses were found, Tampa said.

Chris Lopez, a spokeswoman for Sen.
Alan Cranston, said the senator was
notified by the San Francisco head-
quarters of the Philippine News,

Salvatierra, 38, a naturalized Ameri-
can citizen with four children, had
received a written warning Tuesday,
said Ben Aniceto, Los Angeles editor
for the Philippine® News. Salvatierra
was Los Angeles bureau manager of the
newspaper,

“Philippine News is a disgrace to
the Filipino community in the U.S."
Aniceto quoted the note as saying.

“Through your paper your unwar-
ranted accusations and lies have
attacked your own countrymen, You
should be ashamed to call yourselves
Filipinos. So for your crimes, you are
sentenced to death by execution.”

Cranston said in a statement that he
had asked FBI director William H.
Webster to investigate “this atrocity,”
Cranston said he also asked Webster to
protest Philippine News publisher Alex
Esclamado in San Francisco and the
paper's sales representative, Stan
Aragon, and members of their families
after they received similar threats, A
letter to Aragon said: “You are going to
be next,” Ms. Lopez said.

Caller claims Israeli soldier killed

TYRE, Lebanon — An anonymous
telephone caller claimed Wednesday
night that Moslem extremists had killed
one of two kidnapped [sraeli soldiers
after the Israeli army ignored a warning
to stop searching for the victims in
south Lebanon villages.

The man, saying he spoke for the
Islamic Resistance Front, said in a call
to the leading Beirut independent news-
paper, An-Nahar, that the group would
release a polaroid photograph of the
slain Israeli today.

About 1,000 Israeli soldiers scoured
south Lebanon for the third day Wed-
nesday, searching Shi'ite Moslem vil-
lages for the two soldiers who had been
kidnapped in a Monday ambush on a
checkpoint in the Israeli “security
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zone” in south Lebanen.

Guerrillas of the Islamic Resistance,
an alliance of fundamentalist Shi'ite
Moslems, had said one of the Israeli
soldiers would be killed Wednesday
unless the Israelis pulled back across
the border.

Maj. Gen, Ori Orr, Israel's northern
commander, said his men would con-
tinue the search.

The guerrillas, who had said in ano-
nymous communications that both
Israelis were being treated for serious
wounds, also vowed to shell settle-
ments in northern Israel.

“In confirmation of the pledge we
made earlier...the Islamic Resistance
carried out the death sentence on one

of the two Israeli hostage; at 9 p.m, this
(Wednesday) evening," the anonymous
caller to An-Nahar said.

There was no way to determine
whether the caller was telling the truth
and he did not say which of the two
Israelis had been killed.

Copies of the Israeli identity cards
made public by the Islamic Resistance
identified the captives as Yossi Fink, a
British-born immigrant, and Rahamim
al-Sheikh, both 21.

Israeli units moved by helicopter
and on the ground behind tanks, with
the support of jets and clattering gun-
ships overhead. Israeli patrol boats
moved up the coast, occasionally shel-
ling highways to keep Moslem guerril-
las in Beirut from moving south.
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February 28, 1986 is the Deadline!
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74a> All applications for the Student Health and Accident
' Insurance must be received by February 28, 1986.

Brochures and information are available at:
UNIVERSITY HEALTH CENTER

or call 472-7437

Check these points:

® Am | still eligible for coverage under my parent’s plan?
A. Is there an age limit? Most policies limit the age for
dependent coverage to age 23.

B. Are you thinking of marriage? Most policies exclude
a dependent after he becomes married.

® Have | declared financial independence from
my pareptg by receiving financial aid, and no
longer eligible as a dependent under their plan?

® Would a medical emergency deplete funds
set aside for my education?




