Page 2

News Di

Daily Nebraskan

- Despite rain, FarmAid concert
draws 64,000-strong crowd

CHAMPAIGN, I, — Flanked by
huge bannners reading "Keep America
Growing,” singer Willie Nelson and a
cavalcade of other stars on Sunday
braved pouring rain to perform in a
marathon FarmAid concert aimed at
helping the nation’s struggling farmers.

“Thank you very much for coming to
the concert for America,” shouted Nel-
son, the driving force behind the 14-
hour concert featuring 50 stars of coun-

try music, rock and blues.

As a crowd estimated at 64,000 filed
into the University of Illinois football
stadium, Nelson and Neil Young teamed
up to sing “Are There Any More Real
Cowboys?" Nelson then brought cheer-
ing fans to their feet with “Whiskey

River.”

A steady rainfall began shortly after
the concert opened at 10 am. The
stage, with a rotating center disk for
quick act changes, was covered with a
blue plastic roof but puddles still
formed and crew members armed with

mops tried to keep up.

Some concert-goers covered them-
selves with sheets of clear plastie,
while others huddled beneath umbrel-
las and hooded raincoats.

“A once-in-a-lifetime thing like this,
how could you miss it," said Ken Lewis
of Bloomington. “What's a little rain.
We'll dry out tomorrow."

Tom Parkinson, a University of I1li-
nois spokesman, estimated that about
64,000 people were in the stadium at
mid-afternoon, but said the number
could climb.

Despite the rain, the crowd rocked
as X sang “Breathless” and swayed as
Arlo Guthrie did “City of New Orleans.”

Soon after the concert began, coun-
try singer Hoyt Axton got some of the
rain-soaked audience up and dancing
with “Joy To The World," then was
joined by Tanya Tucker. By then, televi-
sion cameramen on stage had their
video equipment wrapped in yellow
plastic to keep it dry.

Thousands of fans started gathering
near the stadium around midnight
Saturday, drinking beer and soft drinks
and eating pizza delivered by a local
restaurant. By dawn, the line stretched
more than six blocks across the campus.

“It's history in the making and it will
make people aware of the farmer’s
problems,” said Brett Ford, 24, of Indi-
anapolis, who was near the head of the
line at midnight. “Everybody’s finally
helping right here in the U.S,, and it's
about time,"

Darin, Jeanna and Dennis Rexroat of
Lincoln agreed it was a good cause but
said they were attracted by the all-star
lineup of musicians.

The purpose, said Nelson, was not
only to raise money to help needy

farmers but to “change the attitude of

the average American toward their ham
and eggs in the moming, This is just
the beginning of a crusade.”

All of the $17.50 tickets for the show
sold out in three days.

The concert site is in Champaign
County, whose rich black soil produces
harvests that are among the best in the
nation. It also is the main campus of
the University of Illinois, location of

one of the nation's oldest and most re- '

spected colleges of agriculture,

While musical superstars performed
in Champaign, telephone operators in
Omaha were logging about one-fourth
of the nationwide calls.

Telemarketing Corp. of America
handled calls for the FarmAid concert,
as they did for LiveAid, a July concert
to benefit starving Africans.

Karen Gilbert, operations manager
for Telemarketing, said Sunday that
200 people were on the phones in
Omaha and had been busy since noon.
She said an estimate on the number of
calls and the money pledged to the
farm crisis cause was not yet available.
An official count on the number of calls
probably wouldn't be available for &
couple of days, she said.

Fewer Nebraskans tie the knot

OMAHA — Economic conditions,
population trends and changing social
values may account for a drop in the
number of Nebraskans saying "I do" in
recent years, say three sociologists at
the University of Nebraska.

State Health Department figures
show the number of marriages ahs
gradually declined since 1981, and the
most recent statistics indicate the
downward trend may continue, the
sociologists said.

In the 1980s, the number of mar-
riages in Nebraska each year declined
steadily, from 14,363 in 1981 to 13,274
in 1984, a 7 percent drop. The marriage
rate — the number of marriages per
1,000 population — also has declined,
from 9.1 in 1881 to 8.3 in 1984,

College graduates who are about 22,
the most frequent age for brides and

grooms in 1984, may be delaying mar-
riage until they establish themselves

financially, said Lynn White, a profes-
sor of sociology.

White said a depressed farm econ-
omy also may cause couples to wait to
marry until economic conditions im-
prove.

“Whenever you have economic prob-
lems, people tend to postpone mar-
riage,” she said.

Patricia Knaub, associate professor
of human development and family, said
the “baby boomers" are getting older
and past the age of marriage. Fewer
people between the ages of 18 and 24,
the age group that made up more than
half of Nebraska marriages last year,
means fewer marriages.

Knaub said the number of divorced
persons who remarry also has declined.
Some marriage experts have projected
that remarriage may drop by as much
as 10 percent by 1880, she said.

Some divorced people no longer feel

they have to remarry because they have
discovered they can make it on their
own, she said.

“Remaining single is more accepta-
ble now,” she said.

“More women are delaying the age at
which they get married because more
of them are in the work force," Booth
said.

More couples are choosing to live
together and fewer women feel they
have to be married to have children,
White said.

“The willingness of unmarried women
to bear children has removed one ofthe
sticks we used to beat people into mar-
riage,” she said.

“Pregnancy is no longer a reason for
getting married.” Out-of-wedlock births
in Nebraska increased by about 15 per-
cent form 1980 to 1984, according to
state statistics.

More than 3,000 dead in quakes

MEXICO CITY, Mexico — Mexicans
buried their dead Sunday and prayed
that there were more living as rescue
teams, bolstered by aid from around
the world, worked to remove the deva-
tation left by twin earthquakes,

Mayor Ramon Aguirre said 1,641
bodies were recovered and 2,000 more
remained trapped under collapsed
buildings and were feared dead.

Other officials said 6,000 people
wete injured in the jolts Thursday and
h'ldeglthat left the center of the city in
shambles. '

In Washington, State Department
spokesman Dan Lawler said the Mexican
government had raised the official
deah toll to 3,461,

Four Americans have been confirmed

killed, Lawler said.

The first quake rocked the city
Thursday morning. It measured 7.8 on
the Richter scale, The tremor Friday
measured 7.3 on the scale.

Airplanes from around the world
shuttled aid to the stricken capital, the
world's largest with about 18 million
people. Nancy Reagan, wife of Presi-
dent Reagan, was scheduled to arrive
today. Governments of more than 20
countries and international organiza-
tions sent tons of food, medicine and
other provisions. Foreign relief teams,
some aided by dogs, fanned out to help
rescue workers, many of whom had not
slept since the first quake,

More than 400 buildings were par-

tially or totally destroyed, said Aguirre.

He said 149 were on the verge of
collapse. Occasionally, the crews pulled
out a child or an adult, still alive, after
more than three days, Aguirre said that
since rescue operations began, 1,011
people had been pulled alive from the
rubble,

Five thousand homeless were shel-
tered at schools and other public
bmldlngs Some huddled in parks and
streets. left the city to stay with
family and friends in towns unhurt by
the quake.

The U8, State Department has set
up a special number for arranging mes-
sages between U.S. citizens in Mexico
City and their families. The number is
202-863-7969.

“

Newsmakers

A roundup of the day’s happenings

¥ormer Environmental Protection Agency chief
Anne Burford was charged with public drunkenness Sun-
day after Washington police said she cursed and yelled at
authorities who were booking her husband on a drunken

driving charge.

Michael Spinks wouldn't mind a rematch, but
Larry Holmes says his fighting days are over. Spinks
became the first light heavyweight champion to become a
heavyweight champion, scoring a close, but unanimous
15-round decision over Holmes on Saturday for the Inter-

national Boxing Federation title.

The red, white and blue 1955 Buick in which
singer-satirist Randy Newman cruised through his hit
video "I Love L.A." was bought for $7,000 by Richard Ardie,

Ronald Ward, 1

embraced a group

controversial reunion in

agreeing to continue their decade-long friendshi
criticism from Jewish leaders, T ;- Ao

each other in the Battle of the Bulge.

28, of Northridge, Calif., who says he plans to
video starring himself and his Mendz oy

5 was sentenced to death in the stab-

bing deaths of a classmate and the classmate's two eld
great-aunts, one of whom was raped, making hiem eﬂnﬂg

youngest person sentenced to die in Arkansas
moved immediately to Death Row. s

At their annual get together, former Nazi SS soldiers

of US. World War II veterans in a
Frankfurt, West Germany, both

The two divisions fought
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General Debate sets stage for summit
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Senate facing Superfund deadline
WASHINGTON — With eight days remaining before America's toxic
waste cleanup program expires, the Senate resumes debate today on its
“Superfund" renewsl bill as House members scurry ﬁg‘ their bill ready
for the floor. Still to be confronted by the Senate are how to pay for 3
greatly expanded Superfund and how to apportion cleanup cost liability
Priday sily ffort to set Superfund
ut guaranteed that the

S. African troops pull out of Angola

G, South Africa — Nearly 500 South African troops
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