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Gymnasts aim to regain Big Eight

By Richard Cooper
" Staff Reporter

Nebraska's men's gymnastics team will try to regain the confer-
ence title from Oklahoma at the Big Eight Champlonships tonight
and Saturday at the Bob Devaney Center.

Last year the Sooners won the championship in the last event
on the high bar. But this year the Huskers have defeated their
rivals in both meetings.

InJanuary, at Ames, lown, the Huskers came from behind to win
with a 276.76. Last month in Norman, Okla., they came from
behind to win with & 279.80.

Nebraska Coach Francis Allen said his team is the one to begt
this weekend.

“We have been looking really good in practice lately," Allen
said. “It looks like our team Is peaking at the right time."

Nebraska recently scored a 281.60 while finishing second to
defending champion UCLA st the Bruins' own invitational. They
also scored & 282.16 in dual meet victory against Southem [llinois,

Allen said the team looks strong, Last week, Mike Epperson and
Mike Bowers had been having back problems, but both are doing

‘Wrestlemania’ attracts variety of characters

full workouts and will compete in the all-around competition this
weekond.

Alien naid the team |s for this meet. Thay are not taking
W n?‘u:':dm' sperience that both Oklahoms
" e
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“But the guys feal confldent thay can scare the highest soore
they have scorsd all sesson.
“This mest will be the first stop towards the national

championship.”
Allen sald the all-around competition should be & real battle
between Nebraska's Wes Suter, ‘s Mark Osies and Mike

Rice and Jows State's Rick Atkinson.

Suter has averaged 57.4 In the last three meets, Including a
career high 57.65 against 81U,

Oklshoma Coach Greg Buwick doesn't see a favorite in the
meet.
“I think our team Is just as a2 Nebrasks,” Buwick said.
mmmm‘&“muwmammmunm
still beat them."”

'championships

Oklshoma's first man in each event is capable of

mc::.'zﬂarm. Oklshoma scored a 283.15 on March 0,
m'-mm«momum.m
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each other for the all-around title. -

Buwick sald his team always gets up for Nebrasks becanse they
love to beat them. “Whenever we can best Nebrasks we ita
lot,” Buwick said. “It is all going to come down to who Is
their routines. It will really be 8 very close meet.”

lowa State Is the long shot to win, but Allen said if hoth
Oklghoma and the Cornhuakers have problems, thea the Cyclones
could surprise everybody and win.

Rick Atkinson has & career average of B.2 In event, As a
freshman he was an All-American in the floor ex He Is the
Cyclones' only all-arounder. Also retuming to the Big Bight cham-
plonships will be defending rings champion Mark Diab, a Junior
who placed seventh at the national meet last year. \

Tonight's all-around compuisory competition will begin at 7
.m. Saturday’s individual events and team com on will also

at 7 p.m. Reserved seats are $4 and admission is §2.

Analysis “oe | when Mr. T to the hat,
Ward W. Tﬂﬂ:’&m H' Omdorff hit him! ( ) Then he
and Mike Reiliey - E him into the ring and he and
- B : toak terns kicking him. By now

New York's Madison Square Garden i though, the Hulk was up. He snuck up
and the adjacent Felt Porum are sold on Piper snd ruthlessly nailed kim in
out March 31. But the erowd of 26,000 the shoulder. Piper screamed like his
expected to pack the nostaligic arenas heart was being removed and crawied
won't be there tosee a hockey awsy. Omdorfl sttacked Hogan. But
game or a Knicks game, “T" was getting up, (Go git "em,
They'll be there to waich “Wrestlems- i T
nia" the latest promotion of World He discarded his jacket and faced
:'Jcr::lhlngfoduuon president Vince mdllilzﬂwmqmmhthe

on Jr. bedlam!

But one doesn’t have to pay the By the time things got straightened
required ringside seat price at $100 to out, Mr. T and the Hulk were in the
see the matches live. The matches will dressing rooms, telling a stunned-look-
be beamed to more than 200 locations ing Hunter how moch hatred they had
across the nation, including the Omaha for Piper and how much comrad
Civic Auditorium. As of Thursday, the they had for one anothes. Andy Warhol,
auditorium ticket office had sold 600 Dan 1, Joe and other
tickets for tt!llle ;m:hu, “ﬁl& willmjh; mtﬁl into &m
ghown in the 2.600-seat “wonderous sporting ’
Tickets are $0.25 each. Mr. T ahd Hulk decided they should go

The card's main event is a tag-team Orndorff and Piper. And thet, my
match pitting the team of “Rowdy” | is where we are today.

Roddy Piper and Paul “Mr. 1-derful” [ The Mr. T and Cyndi Lauper fiasco is
Orndorff against WWF Heavyweight Just one of the many con-
Champion Hulk Hogan and Mr. T. " jured up by McMshon Jr., who inherited

Yes, the same Mr. T-who slugged it the WWF empire from his father, Vince
out with Sly Stallone in Rocky III and { MoMahon Sr.

::um &‘mmﬂm A-;um | " Ut = acobs Pubilc Helations anspor w#'?‘..,.. mm,' cshows P%
g A ’”"'e' hOtD e of Bozell and Jac . 206 6d TRaneaomns The cabie network televises several
e i o gl dipooreg The cvl within Baddy Piper (let) ind Panl “Mr. L derful” Qrudortf will be eradicated i Hulk  r's i aod Tues e Tear

Hogan appeared in Rocky Il as the DEAL . thelr way March , wrestling can watch match on  whieh McMahoa Jr. along with

wrestler “Thunderlips” and recently closed-circuit the first such national ventare for wrestling. . ;

showed up at the Grammy awards as
singer Cyndi Lauper’s bodyguard.

But how did two celebrities like Mr.
T and Cyndi Lsuper ever get involved in
pro wrestling?

To understand this mess, you have to
g0 back to the very start. Now the WWI'
doesn't figure its audiences out to be
very smart. With that logic behind
them, they gave a talk show to this
Piper fellow, called it Piper's Pit, and
stuck it in the middle of its weekly
national cable casts. =

Now any smart viewer could figure
out that Piper's schtick was to invite
“good guy” wrestlers on the show start
a nice conversation, then verbally or
physically assault him or her. This is
usual wrestling in the same vein as the
referee always missing the good guy's
pin and a wrestler coming off the ropes
full tilt when a guy is waiting to
“cream” him. A sensible being, espe-
cially one in pain, would fall down
when he hit the ropes. Why would any
wrestier go on the show knowing how
this Piper guy would treat him?

But, they came in droves, and pro-
vided the WWF with some new feuds
such as Piper versus Jimmy Snuka,
whom he slapped and force-fed bana-
- nas to, and Piper versus Blackjack Mul-
ligan, & good guy who first showed up
:ofiper'a Pitthen started his own

Another feud they drummed up was
the one that's going on. This
started when Captain Lou Albano, then
ot o o

e me ik
s success. Howas h
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8o, enter Hogan, the golden-haired
guardian who would defend the rock
and wrestling connection, an ides too
- stupid to go into here, He and Pi
( mcdwommctnn?\f,orw!bbm

names on paper, (‘Signing' implies buckl
the literacy of the behemoths, which
has to be held in some doubt.) to meet
in a specially televised match hosted
by Alan Hunter of MTV to settle the

tive Moolsh in the face with her purse. lesped on him with a flying elbow
_ accompanied thundering
kneeto the mat that made it sound like

by a




