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One of 22

Program discusses
farm women’s role

By Ann Lowe
Staf? Beparter

Rural woinen around the world have common
concerns about changes in their agricultural
economies. And they have a lot to learn from
each other, sald Katherine Riddle, extension
food and nutrition specialist at UNL.

Riddle is coordinator of '‘Nebraska in the
World,” a new program designed to let women
from rural Nebraska and foreign countries dis-

cuss common experiences and concerns.

Program helps farm
famzilies cope...See
page 6

“might make a difference in how a family eats,”
she said.

Rural women also have common interest in
conservation of resources, world peace and “a
better world for their children,” Riddle said.

About & dosen women from India, Bhutan,
Nigeria and other developing countries are par-
in the “Nebrasks In the World" pro-
Ject, coordinated through the UNL International
Educational Services office. The women have
met to talk about thelr roles on the farm in their
home countries. Teams are scheduled to visit
about 10 Nebraska communitics during the next
few woeks, Riddle said.

The programs are set up through women's
organizations, such as home extension clubs,
the YWCA and Women in Farm Economics, For-
mats will vary, from slide presentations and
informal discussions to two-day workshops,

The first program was in Sidney on March 16.
About 26 women attended the presentation,
given by Riddle, Ada Munson of the Nebraska
Coalition for Women and Kunzang Roder of Bhu-
tan, & small country north of Indis.

The women showed “Women in World Agricul-
ture: Growing Together,” a slide tape produced
through the UNL international programs depart-
ment. They aiso distributed program packets on
“Women in the Development of the World.”

Response to the first program was ‘“very
enthusiastic,” Riddle said. Visitors from other
Nebrasks counties seemed interested too, and
may schedule future programs for their commun-
ities, she said.

-

The women are not paid for leading the dis- |

cussions, but their expenses are covered, said
Judy Wendorfl, program coordinator for the IES,
Most of the participants are wives of foreign
graduate students, Wendorfl said.

The project is operating with a $39,000 grant
from the U.S. Agency for Interational Develop-
ment, Riddle sald. It is one of 22 programs
funded for development education — but the

first to operate through women's organizations,
she said.

Riddle now is writing a second grant proposal
for §30,000 to continue the project next year, she
said. She said she hopes the program will
expand to more communities in Nebrasks and
start sending teams to Kansas, as well.
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