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Tuesday, March 19, 1985

Weather: Sunny and a bit cooler today with a
hl%h of 81 (18C). Cloudy tonight with & low of 33
(1C). Even cooler on Wednesday but still sprin
like with a high of §5 (13C). Showers possible
later in the week.
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Mark Shreve,  senior psychology major, studies before class in Love Library
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Professors dictate
attendance policies

By Ad Hudler
Night News Editer

he only clear-cut rule about ,
T class attendance policies at UNL

is that there is no clear-cut rule,
several university educators agree.

What penance students must make
depends on their professogs. Profes-
sors have their own answers to
whether attendance is necessary for
all students, even those who get A's
on all tests and whether it should
affect students’ final grades.

Norman Thorson, UNL law profes-
gsor and president of the Faculty
Senate said it's up to the students.

“It's their money,” Thorson said.
“If they want to come to class, fine. If
don't, fine. But a student's expe-
rience is different if they have
sttended class."

meeting all course requirements.

Bui, professors usually are the peo-
ple who ultimately define their own
attendance policy. And, Thorson said,
it is usually up to that professor to
tell his or her class what this attend-
ance policy is.

Although professors’ policies differ,
some departments have stricter
standards than others. The English
department is an example. Linda
Rossiter of the English department’s
main office said that English profes-
sors tend to be more strict becsuse
their classes usually consist of about
30 people, and without good attend-
ance, “‘you can have a pretty lousy
discussion,”

“On the college level, they (profes-
sors) don't want the students if
they're not going to come to class,”
Rosgiter said.

‘You walk into an empty class and
you feel like someone spit on you. :

Charles Stubblefield, an English
professor, has & different opinion.

“There are no excused absences in
my class,” he said, “It doesn’t matter
if your grandmother dies or not. 1
can't give a guy credit for aitending
his grandmother’s funeral.”

Another professor’s epinion:

“Students miss out on a lot of val-
uable classroom time that is part of
the maturing process,” said G. G.
Meisels, dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences. However, Meisels did
say students can learn a lot just by
reading class material.

The schedule-of-classes book given
to students at on time
briefly lists some attendance guide-
lines. It stresses that:

@ Students are responsible for
sitendance.

@ Neither absence nor a notifica-
tion of absence relieves students of

Venereal disease reports on the rise
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ages of 16 and 56 will contract STD
during their lives.

¥ Two million people got gonor
rhea in 1684

© Syphilis infected 80,000 people
in 1984 '

@ Confirmed cases of AIDS —

' Immune

Some professors flunk students on
poor sitendance alone. If students
negled to regularly attend a ciass,

can and often do send out
a notice al midterm, wamning stu-
dents that their abseices could affect
their grade.

Les Whipp, an English professor,
said some professors’ feelings are
hurt when few students turn out for
their classes, and they retaliate with
strict attendance policies.

“You walk into an empty class and
you feel like someone spit on you,”
Whipp said.

Most of the professors interviewed
sgreed that if and when students do
skip classes, they miss an important
part of their college education —
even if those classes deal mainly with
reading material instead of class
discussions.

Centinued on Page 3

Voters support
UNL yearbook,

new rec center
By Gene Gentrap
Senlor Reportey

recreation conter will continue, thanks

— rose from 2,635 in 1083t0 4514 last  ballot.

yoar.

Local statistics show STD's are also
on the rise. Dick Bernun, an educator
with the Nebrasia State Health Depart-

ment, said confirmed cases of gonor  help

rhea in the state rose from 2,840 in 19082
to 3,018 in 1984

State figares show that trend con-
tinues in 1985 the first five
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