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Farmers warn budget
may escalate debts

WASHINGTON — Parm group Jeaders and bankers Monduy warned that
President Reagan's budget proposals on farm cvedit programs would
worsen the growing debt crisis among the nation's farmens,

“They are moving from & system that worked s0-60 Lo & system that does
not work at all,” sald Varel Balley, prasident of the National Corn Growers

Reagan's fiscal 1986 budget proposes ending divect govermment loans
(o fermers but increasing funds for government guarantoes of benk loans,

Chemical warfare money requested

WASHINGTON —- Presideni Reagan asked Congress Monday for money
to manuiacture new chemical wespons, s request it haa repant-
edly since he took office. Reagan asked for a chemical warfare budget of
$1.4 biltion In flseal 1886, with $225 million going for modemization of the
U.8. retaliatory capsbility inthe event of & al warfire sitack. Of the
rest of the request, 74 percent would go for producing elothing and
equipmen. for protection against chemicsl warfare and 10 peroent for the
destruction of old ‘ s

Production of oh WEADONS WS 1 1960, I recent years

has rejected requests for money for new chemical wespons,
although It has approved funds for cheinical warfare defensas and for the
destruction of aging stockplled chemlical weapons. .

Defense Caspar Woinberger said In an annual report to
Congress that new cal weapons were needed 10 deter other nations
from laitiating chemical warfare and to spur a world agresment to ban
such arms.

Reagan, South African leader meet

WASHINGTON — Chief Gatsha Buthelesl, leader of South Africa's six

million Zulus, met President Reagan Monday and strongly supported
Reagan's refusal to impose economic samctions in retailation for
d

Buthelez came to the White House to back Resgan's policy of quiet
diplomacy with South Africa a day after Desmond Tuts, winner of the 1984
Nobel Peace Prize, renewed his own demands for econcmic pressures to
force racial changes by the Pretoria ‘Tutu, enthroned
as Johannesburg’s first biack Anglican wants an end to U.S. and
other foreign investment in South Africa if necessary, but Buthelezi
opposes such actlon. :

Halting investment would mean that “my people would suffer,” he said.

Missing Americans meeting topic

WASHINGTON — U.S, and Vietnamese officials will meet In Hanoi this
week to discuss the 2,483 American servicemen still missing and unac-
counted for from the Vietnam War, the Pentagon said Monday. It sald the
Feb. 6-8 sesaion was one in a series of technical meetings tobythe
two sides in September 1982 and was not by any new
development. :

Since the meelings began, the Vietnamese have tumed over the
remains of 18 American servicemen, the Pentagon said.

Thousands of workers join fast

LA PAZ, Bolivis — Thousands of workers joined a fast by unionists
Monday as a 24-hour general strike brought Bolivia to a standstill, trad
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ars the country’s third largest city,
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wage demands by Industrial workers who put down theirtools 17 days ago,
Labor Pederation Secretary General Walter Delgadillo said.
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