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One-attorn- ey divorce saves money,
but agreement is vital, lawyer says

sources to consider: costBy Shelley Stall
gtsdest Legal Service! Lawyer
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Qscstion: I have been married faska Union 335, 472-335- 0. erral Service, 435-299- 5. Thi3 ser-f- or

about two years. The only 'andlcs uncontested divorces for vice provides names of a Lincoln

thing my wife and I both agree on currcr'tr enrolled students when
' attorneys who have placed their

is that we want a divorce. How children are not involved. names on the referral list. The
Try a new approach .
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much does it cost and how long
does it take? We cant afford to
hire a lawyer. Is there some way
we could file the divorce papers
ourselves?
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attorney will charge $15 for tne
Ugal Services of Southeast- - first visit. After the first visit, the

err. Nebraska Suite 825, Termi- - fee will be set by agreementnal Bldg ., 435-216- 1. Currently btween the client and the at--
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a divorce in terms of attorneys tody disputes or abuse. torneys alphabetically and by
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will include the filing fee of $56
and an attorney fee averaging
between $300 to $500. One attor
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ney can do th divorce as long as
you and your wife agree on prop-
erty division. If a disagreement
arises, the attorney ethically can
represent only one of you. The
other spouse will have to hire
another attorney. The most ex-

pensive divorces are those in
which couples cannot agree on
alimony, child support, child cus-

tody and property division, espe-
cially when a lot of real estate
and personal property is involved.

If everything runs smoothly,
getting a divorce takes at least
eight months. The court can hear
a divorce case only ifthe husband
or wife has lived in Nebraska for
one year before filing for divorce
or if the couple were married in
Nebraska and have lived here
continuously.

After the petition is filed, the
non-filin- g spouse must be served
a copy of it by the sheriffor sign a
Voluntary appearance" agreeing
that the court can hear the case.
A court date can be set 60 days
later.

The court appearance in an
uncontested default divorce may
take only about 10 minutes. The

petitioning spouse takes the wit-

ness stand and the attorney asks

questions about the marriage, the
attempts at reconciliation and
the property settlement. The non-petitioni- ng

spouse does not have
to be present in court as long as
he or she has received notice of
the court date and has signed the
property settlement.

The judge must find that the
marriage is broken and that the
couple has made very reasonable
attempts to reconcile before the
decree can be granted. The judge
also must approve the property
settlement. Thejudge usually signs
the decree when the case goes to
court. The divorce becomes final
six months from that date.
Spouses may not remarry during
that six-mon- th period.

Laypersons can represent them-

selves in a divorce action, but
that takes a lot of time and some-

times is unwise. Couples con-

templating doing their own di-

vorce should check the legal
services available. They may qual-

ify for free or less expensive
Here are some
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n,. fiirtwina incidents were reported
to UNL police between 1:42 and 9:43 p.m.

Wednesday.
reportM tolen

Nebraska Union.
1J43 p.m. - Billfold reported stolen

from Fairfield HalL
calculators reported2 C0p.ni. - Two

stolen from Nebraska HalL

7:21 - Smell of smoke reported at
P.n.

HalL Smoke was thought to be

SS from a machine. Case was turned

from Bancroft HalL


