he show goes on.

I At the end of Sunday night's
debate, the experts were at it again.
Debate coaches, forensics experts and
os cameé to the consensus that
ident Reagan looked and sounded
much better in the second debate...and
they agreed that because Mondale did

not win decisively, he lost the election.
Mondale has been behind in the polls
for quite some time. His strong showing in
the debate trimmed a few points off
Reagan's big lead in the polls. And
although most experts said Mondale won
the debate in substance, they said Reagan
won in style. In other words, Reagan was
funny, witty and “burned” Mondale a
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couple of times. Mondale handled the
facts, but came ofY a little stuffy and slow.
In politics, style counts over substance.

Reagan was his old self-assured, confi-
dent self. He effectively rebutted a ques-
tion about his age by saying “1 am not
going to exploit for political purposes my
opponent's youth and inexperience.

's most devastating blow came
when he ridiculed a Mondale ad in which
he is shown admiring the take-off of
some F-15s on the aircraft carrier Nimitz.
Reagan pointed out that if Mondale's
votes in the Senate would have been in
the majority, the F-15 never would have

been built and neither would the Nimitz.  Mondale did make some valid points

2,000 leagues uner the sea

Mondale left himself open to that kind
of attack when l::udeeided to try'clmt-
right- g an right winger. Mon-
dale ;m a stronger defense will alie-
nate many of his dovish supporters.

In the debate, Mondale made efforts to
“flank” Reagan's conservatism, as ABC
analyst George Will put it.

Mondale probably hoped his conserva-
tive rhetoric would sway the moderate
“swing"Democrats and those who believe
he is 2 wimp. That he believed sounding
conservative would help his cause is
reasonable. But liberal voters won't like it.

the area of arms

Honddeumewtliammtnrm
and figures, and logic. But he looked bad.
old and.tired. His whiny voice ey
o I voice
listeners.

Re 's eye gleamed. He spoke of t
spurm: ocean and the inin ;:oul::
tains..and of a vision of America in one

hundred years. That gleaming d
voice will win him the 3&',',._

Political jock jargon
strikes out in election

t did not start with the Gip-
per. The description of poli-
tics as the at American
sport began the time a cam-
paign was described as a race
and the candidate as a winner.
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But this year, the sports meta-
phors have nearly crowded out
the political dialogue.

In two days on the campaign
trail, | heard the Mondale-Ferraro
ticket compared to every cham-
pionship team that ever came
from behind. They were like a
basketball team in North Caro-
lina, a football team in Tennessee,
and the Cubs in Illinois. (This was
before the Great Disappoint-
ment.)

That was nothing compared to
what has been going on since the
debates. The early metaphor-
makers turned to the ring for
inspiration. First, Ferraro intro-
duced “at a feisty 170 pounds, the
new hea ight debator of the
world, fighting Fritz Mondale”
Six days later, Mondale returned
the phrase, calling her “the figh-
ter from Philly."

The Bepublicans have been
even more obsessed with fans
After the first debate, Ronald
Reagan challenged his younger
opponent to arm- After
the second, George Bush was pho-

liam Safire fell to

tographed with boxing gloves, and
was recorded jock-ularly speak-
ing his locker room language.
The party regulars in the Demo-
cratic and Republican dugouts,
as they were called, sound like
refugees from Wide World of
rts. One Democrat said, “1
think Mondale won everything
from the coin toss to the heimet
slapping.” A Republican .re-
: “Mondale should have
gone for a touchdown pass, but
he ran right up the middle into
some of the best strength of the
Republican Party.” At the White
House, we heard of the "Monday
meorning quarterbacking” of the
people who had “coached” the

president. .
The media metaphor-makers
were playing in the same ball

-game, or running the same horse

. The all-male
stuff of television political com-
mentators — there are more
women in the Reagan Cabinet
than women commentators on
the networks — didn't do analy-
sis, they did play-by-play.

No less devout a

than New York Timesman Wil-
2 his met-
aphors. In a single column Rea-
gan was "an old fighter on the
ropez” who had been

the ball” and “afflicted with the
arrogance of front-running," while
Mondale was “Silky Suliivan, the
iate starting horse” who had
“touched zll the bases.” You get
the idea
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“The fact that they are going after “I have none I'd like to ask
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not a suicidal or defeatist approach to the threat
of nuclear war. It is aimed at disspelling

we could survive such a holocaust. Suicide pills
civil defense. In a nuclear war, there is no

Nuclear war threat leads to suicidal 'mmage

I am a member of the Brown University group, “Stu-
mummg'u-ehdw .4
distorted our message, by emphasizing
cide.” For example, a New York Times headline read, .
“Students to Vote on Suicide.” It is important that our
Owhmmll—d 60 percent major:
a2 A
ity, but is not binding on the .4 ; that
“suicide tablets be stocked at Brown's m
for nuclear war.

~mess? It would be more akin to euthanasia. Would it be
dangerous to stockpile on s college campus’
zl-dthm? u&m-a-g‘m-
be used by some unbalanced person to harm himself
ahn." Nﬁ'rﬂbegu benur:l‘hav-t.

emphasize that nuclesr war is a m‘ﬁ:‘nﬁlﬂ

u:mnﬂ. .
suicide tantamount
nuclear war? Hardly, m”u” ?
Most of us don't. By equating nuclear war with suicide,
;‘;mmwmnm !h.:
? Well, a mutual, verifiable on
. production of nuclear
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