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Professor sees changes
onreturn trip to China

By Brad Gifford
Daily Nebraskan Staft Writer

The People's Republic of Chi-
na's standard of living and econ-
omy have reached new highs,
thanks to a bold experiment by
its government, according to a
UNL agronomy professor,

Virgil Johnson, also leader of
wheat research for theUS. -
ment of ulture, returned this
summer from his second trip to
China. On his first trip to China in
1876 he tried to persuade its
leaders to join the International
Winter Wheat Performance Nur-
sery, 8 worldwide network ran by
the USDA and the IINL depart-
ment of agronomy.

Wheat from the more than 50
participating countries is routed
through Lincoln to test plots in
Arizona, where it is grown, harv-
ested and returned to UNL for
analysis. When a sufficient amount
of seed has been harvested from
the test plots, it issent back to the
corresponding countries which
record yields for further study at
UNL.

China joined the IWWPN two
years ago, and Johnson returned
to the country this summer to
help Chinese scientists with the
initial stages of the project.

Johnson said he noticed dra-
matic changes both in agricul-
ture and in the people since his
first trip.

China has set wheat produc-
tion records during the last two
years, Johnson said, and crop
predicitons lock good in 1984.

The increased yiclds were the
result of keeping the fields in
production all year by planting
two or three crops, one after the

;other and a more effective and
efficient use of fertilizers, John-
son said.

Although Johnsodt; s;id h;l ex-
pected higher yields than those
in 1976, he was surprised by the
dramatic size of the jump and
astonished by the transformation
in the Chinese people.

“I wasn't prepared for the ex-
tent of the change,” he said.

The Cultural Revolution, which
began as China started opening up
to the West, has left its mark on
everything, Johnson said. In 1876
the revolution still was alive, as
was Mao Tse-Tung. Changes were
just beginning.

“In 1976, few people were wil-
ling to talk openingly with me,” he
said. “Most of what we heard in
groups was what the Chinese
perceived as ‘safe’ rhetoric.

“But when I went back this
time, I heard many people — not

Accordingto Johnson, Chinese
officials have been flexible enough
to allow a small degree of capi-
talism.

“They reaiize that there has to
be incentives if there's going to be
high production.”

Communes, prevalent in 19786,
largely have been dismantled, John-
son said, and thousands of small,
private shops have sprung up in
the cities. Johnson said Yugosla-
via and Hungary were using sim-
ilar systems,

Unlike those countries, however,
China must provide for a people
who constitute about one-fourth
of the world's population. Food
shortages have plagued China in
the past, Johnson said, but the
government now thinks increased
production is worth the risk of
giving the people a taste of free
enterprise,

“What they are doing now seems
to be an experiment that may be
averydangerousone ifit's allowed
to get out of hand.”

Although he said the govern-
ment appears to be in control, if
the changes are too drastic and
occur too quickly, government
control could be threatened.

“When you've got a 1,200,000,000
population, control is a very ten-
uous kind of thing,” he said.
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Careers for Engineers

with a growing state-wide electric utility—

On-campus interviews will be conducted on
Tuesday, September 25, 1984.

Electrical, mechanical, nuclear and instrument and
control engineers who have nuclear, Navy or power
plant experience.

[0 Power Plant Operations (nuclear)
0 Power Plant Design

Excellent working conditions - liberal benefits -
with an employee-oriented organization.

Ruth Lind, Recruiting & Records Supervisor
Nebraska Public Power District
P.O. Box 499, Columbus, Nebraska 68601

Nebraska
Public

An Equal Opportunity Employer -

ANNIVERSARY SALE

Register to win $100.

IMPORTS

0% OFF .

Take 20% OFF these regular prices on 100% WOOL imports such as Swedish Wool Overcoats— 0
$21.99, Swedish Four Pocket Jackets—$19.99, Swedish Short Wool Six Pocket Coats—$19.99, Swedish Wool {o,
Trousers—$16.99, Swiss Wool Jackets—$12.99, German Wool Military Overcoats—$24.99, French Khaki A ‘,‘
Wool Pants—$14.99, Dutch Wool Worsted Pants—$14.99, Dutch Blue Wool Middies—$6.99, and Wool 5 (
Barthea Pants—$14.99. All European-100% WOOL fashions are great values on sale for 20% OFF the C
marked price. V-Neck Sweaters (reg. $10.99) and all other European imports are 20% OFF. . ; A

only individually, butir groups — ¥

talk freely about-what had hap-
pened in China," Johnson said.
“They were relatively at ease talk-
ing about some of the short com-
ings of the Cultural Revolutica.

The collapse of the university
gystem in China was one of the
shortcomings Johnson was told
about. In 1976, the university sys-
tem was “virtually dismantled,
he said. Most professors had been
relegated to the countryside to
perform menial labor as the revo-
lution stressed a beck-to-basics
i trip, hearing th

On his second trip, hearing the
Chinese talk even slightly criti-

cally about the past was very dif-

ferent, he said.
Johnson attributes most of the
differences he saw to the Chinese

government's new attitude of flexi-
bility.

“The Chinese have taken social-
ism and modified it to the extent
that it's working for them much
better than it has ever worked in
the Soviet Union,” he said. John-
son has visited every Eastern Bloc
country except Albania.

Special Hours
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from around
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