Eclipse watchers urged to protect eyes

By Vonn Jones i,

the hope that damaged eyesight can be
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Warning: Watching a solar eclipse
can be hazardous to your eyes&g:.

Officials from the National Society
to Prevent Blindness said they want to
stress this point as they prepare for
Wednesday's solar ecl N
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to Prevent Blindness said it is urging
peopie to use extreme caution and
good sense if they plan to watch, the
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Need Money?

If you need money—we need you! To become a plasina
donor!

$10 is paid for each donation and you can donate twite
a week (but please wait 72 hours between donations).

That's up to $100 a month that we’ll pay you for some-
thing you don’t even need. Your plasma’

University Plasma Center
1442 “0" Street 475-8645

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 7:30 AM-7:00 PM
Wed.. Sat. 7:30 AM-6:00 PM

Federally Inspected

sun-gazers' *homemade” methods used
to watch the eclipse probably are dan-
gerous and could result in permanent
damage to eyesight if not blindness
itself, Allen said.

Dark sunglasses, special sun filters
for telescopes and even welding gog-
gies will not block out harmful rays of
the sun nor will they prevent perman-
ently impaired vision, Allen said. LooR-
ing at the sun for just a few seconds,
she said, even through these devices,
can cause eye damage.

“When you look at the sun, your eye's
lens focuses the intense light on the
retina — the layer of cells at the back
of your eye that send visual images to
the brain," Allen said. “The retina does
not feel pain. You don’t know it is being
burned. But it can be, at the very cen-
ter of your field of vision.”

Oncethe sun burns the retina, there
is no known method to restore proper
vision, Allen said,
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The society also warns against the
use of cameras and telescopes to view
the eclipse. These devices only inten-
sify the sun’s light making it just that
much more dangerous, according to
the society.

The society recommends three safe
ways to watch the eclipse:

e Watch the eclipse on television.
e Watch it at an observatory.

e Usetwo pleces of cardboard and a
straight-pin. Take two pieces of white
cardboard and make a pin hole in the
center of one of them. With your back
to the sun, hold one sheet of cardboard
in each hand, letting the sun shine
through the pin hole onto the other
sheet of cardboard. Move the two ple-
ces of cardboard in relation to one
another to adjust the focus. Once posi-
tioned you will have a clear, sharp
image of the sun and the eclipse, with-
out damaging your vision.
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Complete Hair Service
Always at Student Prices!!
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11th & M St. @ 474-4244

College of

@ Appt. or Walk In @

“Lincoln’s Corner on Hairstyling”
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Learn about [BM and Compagq personal computers.
And, learn about a special price for you.

Wednesday, May 30th—City Union

Thursday, May 31st—East Union (room

9am-3 pm BOTH DAYS

Free demonstration and information session.
Open to all UNL students, faculty, and staff.

The UNL Business Services Departrnent has made arrangements with
ValCom—a division of Valmont Industries, Inc.—to offer you IBM
Personal Computers and Compaq portable computers, software,
peripherals, and supplies at special prices.

Stop by and talk with representatives from Compagq Computer
Corporation and ValCom, They'll be on hand to demonstrate these
popular pc's, answer questions, and share information on the latest
capabilities—inciuding networking.

m..

(Regency H)

to be posted)

Daily Nebraskan

=

-

"J"’P‘T" ’




