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to. Poison said he knows people who
listen to KLIN, for example, and call it
KOLN. Or when asked, say they listen
to the "one that plays all the music."
But they don't know the call letters or
if it's at 102 or 104 on the dial. Some
listeners don't even know if the station
they listen to is AM or FM. And these
are otherwise intelligent people. No
wonder program directors get nervous
at ratings time.

But as subjective as the Arbitron is,
Poison said radio would be "terrible"
without it. Stations and agencies, as
well as independent clients, still rely
on the information to help them place
ads and reinforce who is listening to
what and how many. Its possible how-

ever, that Arbitron could stop sur-

veying the Lincoln market. The survey
is expensive and if enough stations
don't buy it, Arbitron could leave Lin-

coln.
Some stations have tried other sur-

vey companies. Last year, a few area
stations paid to have Birch ratings
done in town. Other stations do their
own research. The trouble with in- -

house surveys, Poison said, is that sta-
tions tend to show clients only the

. parts that make them look good.
x Probably the best thing about Arbi-
tron is the benefits for listeners. For at
least three months out of a year, the
listener "becomes as important as the
advertiser. -

Continued from Ps-- c 8
Most radio people will tell you that

Arbitron is far from the Word of Mar-
coni on what a station is doing right or
wrong. Stations that dont show up
well in the ratings are really quick to
tell you that.

Yet, as rating go, it's still Til" DIG
ONE. And stations in Lincoln don't
take the months of April, May and
June lightly.

The Book, as it's called in radio-es-e,

is used by advertising agencies to rein-
force what the agencies already know
about the stations, according to Dave
Poison, an ad agency owner who was
previously in both radio programming
and sales. Poison said the book, al-

though not perfect, can influence deci-
sions on which stations the agencies
will buy advertising time for their
clients.

Arbitron has been criticized for two
major reasons. It is expensive for sta-
tions to buy the results and the nature
of the survey makes the results ques-
tionable. Since most participants dont
carry the diaries around all the time,
they must rely on memory when they
write down what they listened to in a '

given day or week.
Theysit down and try to think back,

'Gee, what did I listen to,' " Poison said.
The problem is, he said, a lot of peo-

ple don't know what they are listening
r
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Assistant Professor Tho-

rn as C. Umfrid, designer
and instructor of scenic
design at UNL, has been
awarded an internship
grant by the National In-

stitute for Music Theatre
for the 1984-8- 5 year.
'The award will com-

mence Aug. 15. It pro-
vides a cash grant to cov
er living expensesand tra-
vel for 12 months ofwork
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studio projects and allow H
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You've dated for awhile now.

You really like her.

In fact you love her.

You've even been thinking

about taking the BIG step.

Now is the time.

All of Brodkejs Artcraft

Diamond Bridal Sets marked

with green dots are

40 OFF
We've got the selection

and quality you want.

Come to Brodkes today
and pick out the gift that

shows her the way you feel!
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The seminar will be an in-de- pth learning experience
for the working musician and sound person.
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